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I  PREFACE. 

£.    ^^V  N  January  28,  id  if,  Sir  Thomas 
^    •        iBodley,    the   Founder    of  the 
V^^  Bodleian    Library,  died  at  his 
[§  London  house.  Anthony  Wood  narrates 
J  the  events  which  followed  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : — *  His  death  and  will  being 
afterwards  published  in  a  Convocation, 
?    and  the  University   thereupon   under- 
standing what   he  had  bequeathed  to 
3    them  for  the  carrying  on  the  work  of 
the  new  Schools,  and  other  pious  uses, 
the  next  matter  chiefly  considerable  was 
%    to  perform  the  last  office  due  to  such  a 
•H    worthy  person  that  had  to  the  last  been 
so  great  a  favourer  of  the  Muses.    The 
day  therefore  designed  for  his  burial, 
which    was    29   Mar.  1613,   the    body 
some  days  before  was  brought  from  his 
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house  in  Little  Saint  Bartholomew's  in 
London,  to  Merton  College,  and  in  the 
publick  Hall  there  (the  said  Corps  being 
adorned  with  those  usual  assigns  or 
atchivements  that  belong  to  Knights) 
was  deposited  and  so  laid  for  some  time 
in  state.  In  the  said  Hall  also,  for  the 
greater  honour  of  the  defunct,  were 
present  three  Heralds  of  Arms  (of  which 
Clarenceux x  was  the  chief)  with  several 
of  his  relations,  namely  Lawrence  Bod- 
ley,  his  elder  Brother,  Residentiary  of 
the  Cathedral  of  Exeter,  Sir  John  Ben- 
net,  Kt.  LL.D.,  Will.  Hakewill  Esq. 
which  two  last  were  Executors  of  the 
will;  George  Hakewill,  D.D.  Brother 
to  William,  and  Lawrence  Bodley, 
Nephew  to  the  forementioned  Lawrence 
and  to  the  defunct,  now  Scholar  of 
Merton  Coll.  after  wards  Fellow  of  Exeter 
Coll.  Besides  which  were  Dr.  William 
Goodwyn,  Dean  of  Christ  Church,  the 

1  William  Camden. 
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Preacher,  Dr.  Singleton  the  Vicechanc. 
both  the  Proctors,  and  all  the  Bedles ; 
every  Fellow,  Chaplain,  Postmaster,  and 
servant  of  Merton  College.  There  were 
also  as  many  poor  Scholars,  as  the 
defunct  was  years  of  age  (6 7)  chosen 
by  the  Heads  of  Houses  according  to 
his  Will ;  all  which,  besides  servants 
and  others,  were  cloathed  in  black,  and 
did,  besides  the  Gownsmen  of  Colleges 
and  Halls,  and  the  several  Degrees  of  the 
University  in  their  Formalities,  accom- 
pany the  Body  from  Merton  College 
about  9  of  the  clock  in  the  morning- 
through  Christ  Church  to  Quatervois, 
and  thence  down  the  great  street  to 
Saint  Mary's  Church,  where,  turning 
up  the  School  Street  entred  the 
Divinity  School,  and  there  solemnly 
reposing  the  Body,  Mr.  Rich.  Corbet  of 
Ch.  Church,  the  Deputy  Orator  for  that 
time,  made  an  eloquent  Oration  :  which 
being  finisht,  the  company  with  the 
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Body  went  to  St.  Mary's,  where  (his 
KevoTa<f>iov  being  the  day  before  erected) 
Dr.  Goodwyn  preached  his  Funeral  Ser- 
mon, and  therein  took  occasion  to  en- 
large himself  upon  the  person  laying 
before  him,  and  his  Benefaction  on  the 
publick.  At  length  all  Rites  and  Cere- 
monies being  there  concluded,  the  Corps 
was  carried  to  Merton  College,  where, 
after  an  eloquent  Speech  was  delivered  by 
Mr.  John  Hales,  Fellow  of  that  House, 
the  Body  was  committed  to  the  Earth  at 
the  upper  end  of  the  Choir,  under  the 
north  wall.  After  all  was  done,  those 
had  mourning  weeds,  with  the  Heads  of 
Colleges  and  Halls,  retired  to  the  com- 
mon Refectory  of  that  College,  and  had 
a  funeral  dinner  bestowed  on  them, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  an  hundred 
pounds,  being  part  of  the  66 6 1.  13 /and 
Afd  that  the  defunct  had  in  his  Will 
designed  for  the  expence  of  his  burial.' 
It  has  been  thought  well  to  commemo- 
rate, 
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rate,  by  a  short  service  in  the  building 
where  Sir  Thomas  Bodley  lies  buried, 
the  three-hundredth  anniversary  of  his 
burial  'with  all  the  state  of  a  public 
funeral '.  And  in  addition  the  Dele- 
gates of  the  Clarendon  Press  have  most 
generously  taken  on  themselves  the  cost 
of  the  present  Memorial  Volume.  The 
grateful  thanks  of  all  who  care  for  the 
Library  are  due  to  them  for  this  grace- 
ful act  of  courtesy  and  appreciation. 
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First  printed  at  Oxford  in  1647,  which 
edition  was  reprinted  in  Hearne's  Reliquiae 
Bodleian <e  {London  1703),  in  the  Harleian 
Miscellany,  and  at  London  in  185)4.  Now 
printed  from  two  Bodleian  manuscripts 


THE 

LIFE  of  Sir  Thomas  Bodley, 

Written  by  himself. 

I  Was  borne  at  Exeter  in  Devon,  the  Early  Lift. 
2  of  Marche,  in  the  yeare  15*44; 
descended,  both  by  Father  and 
Mother,  of  Worshipfull  parentage.  By 
my  Fathers  side,  from  an  antient  familie 
of  Bodley,  or  bodleigh,  of  Dunscombe 
by  Crediton ;  and  by  my  Mother  from 
Robert  Hone  Esq;  of  otterey  Saint  Marie, 
nine  Milles  from  Exon.  My  Father  in 
the  time  of  Queene  Marie,  beinge  knowne 
and  noted  to  be  an  enemie  to  Poperie, 
was  so  cruelly  threatned,  and  so  narrow- 
lie  observed,  by  those  that  malliced  his 
religion,  that  for  the  safegarde  of  him- 
selfe,  and  my  Mother,  who  was  wholly 
affected  as  my  Father,  he  knew  no  waye 
so  secure,  as  to  flie  into  Garmanie : 

Where 
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Where  after  a  while,  he  found  meanes 
to  call  ouer  my  Mother,  with  all  his 
Children  and  Fammilie ;  whome  he  setled 
for  a  time  at  Wesel  in  Cleaueland  :  (For 
there  as  then  were  many  English,  which 
had  left  there  Country,  for  their  Con- 
science, and  with  quietnesse  enioyed  there 
meetings,  and  preachings)  and  from 
thence  wee  remoued  to  the  towne  of 
Franckford,  where  was  in  like  sort  an 
other  English  congregation.  How  beit 
we  made  no  long  tarriance  in  ether  of 
those  two  Townes,  for  that  my  Father 
had  resolued  to  fixe  his  aboade  in  the 
Cittie  of  Geneua  :  Where,  (as  far  re  as 
I  remember)  the  English  Church  consisted 
of  some  hundred  persons.  I  was  at  time 
of  12  Yeares  Age;  but  through  my 
Fathers  cost  and  care,  suffitiently  in- 
structed to  be  Come  an  Auditor  of 
Cheualerius  in  Hebrew,  of  Beroaldus  in 
Greeke,  of  Caluin  and  Beza  in  deuinitie, 
and  of  some  other  processors  in  that 
Vniversitie;  (which  was  newly  then 
erected)  besids  my  domesticall  teachers, 
in  the  house  of  Phillibertus  Saracenus 
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a  famous  Phissition  in  that  Cittie,  with 
whome  I  was  boarded :  where  Robertus 
Constantinus,  that  made  the  Greeke 
Lexicon,  red  Homer  vnto  me.  Thus 
I  remayned  there  two  yeares  and  more, 
vntill  such  time  as  our  Nation  was 
advertised  of  the  death  of  Queene  Marie, 
and  succession  of  Elizabeth,  with  the 
change  of  Religion;  which  caused  my 
Father  to  hasten  into  England :  Where 
he  came  with  my  Mother,  and  with  all 
there  Familie,  within  the  first  of  the 
Queene,  and  settled  there  dwelling  in 
the  Cittie  of  London.  It  was  not  long 
after,  that  I  was  sent  away  from  thence 
to  the  Vniversitie  of  Oxon,  recommended  oxford. 
to  the  teaching  and  tuition  of  Doctor 
Humpherey,  who  was  shortly  after  chosen 
the  cheife  Reader  of  deuinitie,  and 
President  of  Magdalen  Colledge.  Their 
I  followed  my  studies,  till  I  tooke  the 
degree  of  Batcheler  of  Art,  which  was 
in  the  yeare  15-53.  with  in  which  yeare 
I  was  also  chosen  probationer  of  Merton 
Colledge,  and  the  next  Yeare  ensuing 
admitted  fellowe.  After  wards,  to  witt, 
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in  the  yeare  if 65*.,  by  speaciall  per- 
swation  of  some  of  my  fellowes,  and  for 
my  private  exercise,  I  vndertooke  the 
publique  readinge  of  a  Greeke  lecture, 
in  the  same  College  Hall,  without  re- 
quiringe,  or  expecting  any  stipend  for 
it.  Neuertheles,  it  pleased  the  fellow- 
ship, of  there  one  accord,  to  allowe  me 
soone  after,  fower  markes  by  the  yeare, 
and  euer  since  to  continew  that  lecture 
to  the  College.  In  the  yeare  of  our 
lord  1 566.  I  proseeded  Master  of  Arts, 
and  red  for  that  yeare  in  the  Schools 
Streets,  Naturall  Philosophic :  After 
which  time,  within  lesse  than  three 
yeares  space,  I  was  wonne  by  intreatie 
of  my  best  affected  frinds,  to  stand  for 
the  Procter-shippe,  to  which  I  and  my 
Colleague  M[.  Bear  block  of  Exter  Col- 
ledge,  were  quietlye  elected  in  the  yeare 
i  f  69,  without  any  Competition,  or  com- 
mitersuite  of  any  other.  After  this  for 
a  longe  time,  I  supplied  the  office  of 
the  Vniversitie  Orator,  and  bestowed  my 
time  in  the  studie  of  sundry  faculties, 
without  any  inclination  to  professe  any 

one 
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one  aboue  the  rest ;  in  so  much  as  at 
last,  I  waxed  desirous  to  trauell  beyond  Foreign 
the  Seas,  for  attayning  to  the  Knowledge  Tra™t. 
of  sume  speciall  moderne  Tongues,  and 
for  the  encrease  of  my  experience  in  the 
mannaginge  of  affayres:  being  wholly 
then  addicted  to  employ  my  selfe,  and 
my  cares,  in  the  publick  service  of  the 
State.  My  resolution  fully  taken,  I  de- 
parted out  of  England,  Anno  1 5-76.,  and 
continued  very  neare  fore  yeares  abroad: 
and  that  in  sundry  parts  of  Italic,  France 
and  Germanie.  A  good  while  after  my 
returne,  to  witt,  in  the  yeare  1 5-  8  5-,  I  was  statecraft. 
employed  by  the  Queene,  to  Frederick, 
Father  to  the  present  Kinge  of  Den- 
marke,  to  Julius  Duke  of  Brunswicke, 
to  William  Lantgraue  of  Hesse,  and  other 
German  Princes.  The  effect  of  my 
message  was  to  drawe  them  to  ioyne 
their  forces  with  hers,  for  giuing  assis- 
tance to  the  King  of  Nauarre,  now  Henry 
the  4th  of  France.  My  next  imploy- 
ment  was  to  Henry  the  third,  at  such 
time  as  he  was  forced  by  the  Duke  of 
Guyse  to  fly  out  of  Paris  :  Which  I  per- 
formed 
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formed  in  such  sort  as  I  had  in  charge, 
with  extraordinarie  secrecie,  not  being 
accompayned  with  any  one  seruant,  (for 
so  I  was  commanded)  nor  with  any  other 
Letters,  then  such  as  were  written  with 
the  Queenes  one  hand  to  the  Kinge,  and 
sume  selected  persons  about  him.  The 
effect  of  that  message,  it  is  fitt  I  should 
conceale,  but  it  tended  greatly  to  the 
aduantage,  not  onely  of  the  Kinge,  but 
of  all  the  Protestants  in  France,  and  to 
the  Dukes  apparent  ouerthrowe ;  which 
also  followed  soone  vpon  it.  It  so  befell 
after  this,  in  the  Yeere  Eightie  Eight, 
that  for  the  better  conduct  of  her  high- 
nes  affayers  in  the  prouinces  Vnited, 
I  was  thought  a  fitt  person  to  reside  in 
LOW  those  parts,  and  was  sent  therevpon  to 
tries.  fa^  Hage  in  Holland ;  where  according 
to  the  contract  that  had  formerlie  past 
betweene  her  highnes  and  the  stats,  I  was 
admitted  for  one  of  their  Counsell  of 
Estate,  taking  place  in  there  assemblies 
next  to  Count  Maurice,  and  yeelding  my 
suffrage  in  all  that  was  proposed :  Duringe 
all  that  time,  what  approbation  was 
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giuen  of  my  paynefull  endeauors  by  the 
Queene,  Lords  in  England,  by  the  states 
of  the  country  there,  and  by  all  the 
English  soulderie,  1  refer  it  to  be  notified 
by  sume  others  relation ;  Sith  it  was  not 
vnknown  to  any  of  any  callinge,  that 
then  were  aquainted  with  the  state  of 
that  gouerment.  For  at  my  first  cominge 
thither,  the  people  of  that  Country  stood 
in  dangerous  termes  of  descontentment ; 
partly  for  sume  courses  that  were  held 
in  England,  as  they  thought,  to  their 
singular  preiudice,  but  most  of  all  in 
respect  of  the  insolent  demeanour  of 
sume  of  her  highnes  ministers,  which 
onely  respected  their  priuate  emolument ; 
little  weighing  in  there  dealinge,  what 
the  Queene  had  contracted  with  the 
stats  of  the  Country :  Wherevpon  was 
conceiued  a  mightie  feare  on  euery  side, 
that  both  a  present  dissolution  of  the 
contract  would  ensewe,  and  a  downe- 
right  breach  of  amitie,  betweene  vs  and 
them.  Now  what  meanes  I  sett  afoote 
for  redresse  of  these  perrills,  and  by 
what  degrees  the  state  of  things  was  re- 
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dused  into  order,  it  would  require  a  long 
treatise  to  reporte  it  exactlie.  But  this 
I  may  averre  with  modestie  and  truth, 
and  the  Countrie  did  alwayes  acknow- 
ledge it  with  gratitude,  that  had  I  not 
of  my  self,  without  any  direction  from 
my  Superiours,  proceeded  in  my  charge 
with  extreame  circumspection,  as  well 
in  all  my  speeches  and  proposals  to  the 
States,  as  in  the  tenour  of  my  Letters, 
that  I  writt  into  England,  some  sodaine 
alarme  had  beene  given,  to  the  vtter 
subversion,  and  ruine  of  the  State  of 
those  Prouinces :  which  in  processe  of 
time,  must  needs  have  wrought  in  all 
probabilitie,  the  self  same  effect  in  the 
state  of  this  Realme.  Of  this  my  dili- 
gence and  care  in  the  managing  of  my 
busines,  there  was,  as  I  have  signified, 
very  speciall  nptice  taken  by  the  Queene, 
and  State  at  home,  for  which  I  receaved 
from  her  Majestic,  many  comfortable 
letters  of  her  gratious  acceptance :  as 
withall  from  that  time  forward,  I  did 
never  almost  receave  any  sett  instruc- 
tions, how  to  governe  my  proceedings 

in 
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in  her  Majesties  occasions :  but  the  car- 
riage in  a  manner  of  all  her  affaires,  was 
left  to  mee  and  my  discretion.  Throwghe 
this  my  long  absence  out  of  England, 
which  wanted  very  litle  of  five  whole 
yeares,  my  private  Estate  did  greatly 
require  my  speedy  returne ;  which  when 
I  had  obtayned  by  intercession  of  friends, 
and  a  tedious  suite,  I  could  enioy  but 
a  while,  being  shortly  after  enioyned  to 
repayre  to  the  Hage  agayne.  Never- 
theles,  vppon  a  certayne  occasion  to  de- 
liver vnto  her  some  secret  overtures, 
and  of  performing  therevppon  an  extra- 
ordinarie  service,  I  came  agayne  home, 
within  lesse  then  a  twelve  moneth ;  And 
I  was  noe  sooner  come,  but  her  Highnes 
embracing  the  fruite  of  my  discoveries, 
I  was  presentlie  commanded  to  returne 
to  the  States,  with  charge  to  pursue 
those  affayres  to  performance,  which 
I  had  secretly  proposed ;  And  according 
to  the  proiect  which  I  had  conceaved 
and  imparted  vnto  her,  all  things  were 
concluded,  and  browght  to  that  issue, 
that  was  instantly  desired  :  Whereoppon 
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I  procured  my  last  revocation.  Now 
heare  I  cannot  choose,  but  in  making 
report  of  the  principall  accidents,  that 
have  fallen  vnto  me  in  the  course  of  my 
lyfe,  but  record  among  the  rest,  that 
from  the  very  first  day,  I  had  no  man 
more  to  friend,  among  the  Lords  of  the 
Councell,  then  was  the  Lord  Threasurer 
Burleigh ;  For  when  occasion  had  beene 
offered  of  declaring  his  conceipt,  as 
touching  my  service,  he  would  alwayes 
tell  the  Queene,  (which  I  receaved  from 
herself,  and  some  other  eare-witnesses) 
that  there  was  not  any  man  in  England, 
so  meete  as  my  self]  to  undergoe  the 
Office  of  the  Secretary :  And  sithence,  his 
sonne  the  present  Lord  Treasurer  hath 
signified  vnto  me  in  private  conference, 
that  when  his  Father  first  intended  to 
aduance  him  to  that  place,  his  purpose 
was  with  all  to  make  me  his  colleague. 
But  the  case  stood  thus  in  my  behalfe : 
Before  such  time  as  I  returned  from  the 
Prouinces  vnited,  which  was  in  the  yeare 
15-97.,  and  likewise  after  my  returne, 
the  Earle  then  of  Essex  did  vse  me  so 

kindly 
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kindly  both  by  Letters  and  Messages,  The 
and  other  greate  tokens  of  his  inward  °f£stex 
fauour  to  me,  that  although  I  had  no 
meaning,  but  to  settle  in  my  minde  my 
cheifeest  dependance  vpon  the  Lord 
Burleigh,  as  one  that  I  reputed  to  be 
both  the  best  able,  and  therewithall  the 
most  willing  to  worke  my  aduancement 
with  the  Queene;  yet  I  know  not  how 
the  Earle,  who  sought  by  all  devises  to 
divert  her  loue  and  liking  both  from 
the  Father  and  the  sonne,  (but  from  the 
sonne  in  speciall)  to  withdraw  my  affec- 
tion from  the  one,  and  the  other,  and 
to  winne  me  altogether  to  depend  vpon 
himselfe,  did  so  often  take  occasion  to 
entertayne  the  Queene,  with  some  prodi- 
gall  speeches  of  my  suffitiencie  for  a 
Secretarie,  which  were  euer  accompanied 
with  words  of  disgrace  against  the  present 
Lord  Treasurer,  as  neither  shee  herselfe, 
(of  whose  fauour  before  I  was  throughlie 
assured)  tooke  any  greate  pleasure  to 
preferre  me  the  sooner  ;  (for  she  hated 
his  ambition,  and  would  giue  little 
countenance  to  any  of  his  followers) 

and 
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and  both  the  Lord  Burleigh,  and  his 
sonne  waxed  Jelious  of  my  courses,  as 
yf  vnderhand  I  had  beene  induced  by 
the  cunninge  and  kindenes  of  the  Earle 
of  Essex,  to  appose  my  selfe  against  there 
dealings.  And  though  in  very  truth, 
they  had  no  solid  ground  at  all,  of  the 
least  alteration  in  my  disposition  towards 
either  of  them  both  (for  I  did  greatly 
respect  there  persons  and  places,  with 
a  setled  resolution  to  doe  them  any 
service,  as  also  in  my  hart  I  detested  to 
be  held  of  any  Faction  whatsoever)  yet 
the  now  Lord  Treasurer,  vppon  occasion 
of  some  talke,  that  I  haue  sithence  had 
with  him,  of  the  Earle  and  his  actions, 
hath  freely  confessed  of  his  one  accord 
vnto  me,  that  his  dayly  prouocations 
were  so  bitter  and  sharpe  against  him, 
and  his  comparisons  so  odious,  when  he 
put  vs  in  a  ballance,  as  he  thought  there- 
vpon,  he  had  very  great  reason  to  vse 
his  best  meanes,  to  put  any  man  out  of 
hope  of  raisinge  his  fortune,  whome  the 
Earle  with  such  violence,  to  his  extreame 
preiudice,  had  endeauored  to  dignifie. 

And 
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And  thisj  as  he  affermedj  was  all  the 
motiue  he  had,  to  set  him  selfe  against 
one,  in  whatsoeuer  might  redound  to 
the  bettering  of  my  State,  or  encreasing 
of  my  credit,  and  countenance  with  the 
Queene.  When  I  had  throughly  now 
besought  me.  First  in  the  Earle,  of  the 
slender  holdfast  that  he  had  in  the 
fauour  of  the  Queene  j  of  an  endles 
apposition  of  the  cheifest  of  our  States- 
men, like  still  to  wayte  vpon  him;  of 
his  perilous,  and  feeble,  and  vncirtayne 
advise,  as  well  in  his  one,  as  in  all  the 
causes  of  his  Frinds;  and  when  more- 
ouer,  for  my  selfe  I  had  fully  considered, 
how  very  vntowardly  theis  two  Coun- 
celors  were  affected  vnto  me,  (vpon 
whome  before  in  Cogitation  I  had  framed 
all  the  Fabrique  of  my  fruture  pros- 
peritie)  how  ill  it  did  concour  with  my 
naturall  disposition,  to  become,  or  to 
be  counted  either  a  stickler  or  partaker 
in  any  Publique  faction ;  how  well  I  was 
able  by  Gods  good  blessinge  to  liue  of 
my  selfe,  yf  1  could  be  content  with 
a  competent  liuelyhood;  how  short  a 

time 
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time  of  further  life,  I  was  then  to  expect 
by  the  Common  course  of  Nature ;  when 
I  had,  I  say,  in  this  manner  represented 
to  my  thoughts  my  particular  estate,  to- 
gether with  the  Earls ;  I  resolued  there- 
vpon  to  possesse  my  soule  in  peace,  all 
the  residue  of  my  dayes ;  to  take  my 
full  fairewell  of  State  imployments ;  to 
satisfie  my  minde  with  that  mediocritie 
of  worldly  lyueing,  that  I  had  of  my 
owne;  and  so  to  retire  me  from  the 
Court,  which  was  the  Epilogue,  and  end 
of  all  my  Actions,  and  endeauors  of  any 
important  note,  till  I  came  to  the  age 
of  fiftie  three.  Now  although  after  this, 
by  her  Majesties  directions,  I  was  often 
called  to  the  Court,  by  the  now  Lord 
Treasurer,  then  Secretarie,  and  required 
by  him,  as  also  diuerse  times  since,  by 
order  from  the  Kinge,  to  serue  as  Am- 
bassador in  France,  to  go  a  Commissioner 
from  his  highnesse  for  concluding  the 
truce  betweene  Spane  and  the  Prouices, 
and  to  negotiate  in  other  very  honorable 
imployments,  yet  I  would  not  be  re- 
mooued  from  my  former  finall  resolu- 
tion 
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tion;  insomuch  as  at  length  to  induce 
me  the  sooner  to  returne  to  the  Court, 
I  had  an  offer  made  me  by  the  present 
Lord  Treasurer  (for  in  prosesse  of  time 
he  sawe,  as  he  himselfe  was  pleased  to 
tell  me  more  then  once,  that  all  my  deal- 
inge  was  vpright,  faithfull,  and  direct) 
that  in  case  I  my  selfe  were  willinge 
vnto  it,  he  would  make  me  his  Associate 
in  the  Secretaries  office :  And  to  the 
intente  I  might  beleeue  that  he  intended 
it  bona  fide,  he  would  get  me  out  of 
hand  to  be  sworne  of  the  Councell. 
And  for  the  better  enabling  of  my  state, 
to  maintayne  such  a  dignitie,  whatsoever 
I  would  aske,  that  might  be  fitt  for  him 
to  deale  in,  and  for  me  to  enioye,  he 
would  presently  sollicite  the  king  to 
giue  it  passage.  All  which  perswations 
notwithstandinge,  albeit  I  was  often 
assaulted  by  him,  in  regard  of  my  yeares, 
and  for  that  I  felt  my  selfe  subiect  to 
many  indispositions,  besids  sume  other 
private  reasons,  which  I  reserue  vnto 
my  selfe,  I  haue  continued  still  at  home, 
my  retired  course  of  life,  which  is  now 
'•  *«M  c  methinks 
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methinks  to  mee,  as  the  greatest  prefer- 
ment that  the  state  can  afforde.  Onely 
this,  I  must  truely  confesse  of  my  selfe, 
that  though  I  did  neuer  yet  repent  me 
of  these,  and  some  other  my  often  re- 
fusalls  of  honorable  offers,  in  respect  of 
enriching  my  priuate  Estate ;  yet  some- 
what more  of  late,  I  haue  blamed  my 
selfe  and  my  nicetie  that  waye,  for  the 
Heturn  to  loue  that  I  beare  to  My  reuerend  Mother 
oxford.  tne  yuiversitie  of  Oxon,  and  to  the 
aduancment  of  her  good,  by  such  kinde 
of  meanes,  as  I  haue  since  vndertaken. 
For  thus  I  fell  to  discorse,  and  debate 
in  my  minde,  That  althoughe  I  might 
finde  it  fittest  for  me,  to  keepe  out  of  the 
thronge  of  Court  Contentions,  and  ad- 
dresse  my  thoughts  and  deeds  to  such 
ends  altogether,  as  I  my  selfe  coulde 
best  affect ;  yet  withall  I  was  to  thinke, 
that  my  dutie  towards  God,  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  world,  my  naturall  inclina- 
tion, and  very  moralitie  did  require, 
that  I  shoulde  not  wholly  so  hide  those 
little  habilities  that  I  had,  but  that  in 
some  measuer,  in  one  kinde  or  other, 

I 
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I  shoulde  do  the  true  part  of  a  profitable 
member  in  the  State;  wherevpon  ex- 
amining exactlye  for  the  rest  of  my  life, 
what  course  I  might  take,  and  haueing 
sowght  (as  I  thought)  all  the  wayes  to 
the  wood,  to  select  the  most  proper, 
I  concluded  at  the  last,  to  set  vp  my 
Staffe  at  the  Librarie  dore  in  Oxon ;  The 
being  throwghly  perswaded,  that  in  my 
solitude,  and  surcease  from  the  Common- 
wealth affayers,  I  coulde  not  busie  my 
selfe  to  better  purpose,  then  by  redusing 
that  place  (which  then  hi  euery  part  laye 
ruined  and  wast)  to  the  publique  vse  of 
Studients.  For  the  effecting  whereof, 
I  found  my  selfe  furnished  in  a  com- 
petent proportion,  of  such  fower  kindes 
of  ayds,  as  vnles  I  had  them  all,  there 
was  no  hope  of  good  successe :  for  with- 
out some  kinde  of  knowledg,  as  well  in 
the  learned  and  moderne  tongues,  as  in 
sundry  other  sorts  of  Scholasticall  litera- 
ture, without  some  purse  habilitie  to  goe 
throwgh  with  the  Charge,  without  very 
great  store  of  honorable  freinds,  to 
further  the  designe,  and  without  speciall 
c  2  good 
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good  leasure  to  follow  such  a  worke,  it 
could  but  haue  proued  a  vayne  attempt 
and  inconsiderate.  But  how  well  I  haue 
sped  in  all  my  endeauors,  and  how  full 
provition  I  haue  made  for  the  benefitt 
and  ease  of  all  frequenters  of  the  Librarie, 
that  which  I  haue  allreadie  performed 
in  sight,  that  besids  which  I  haue  geuen 
for  the  maintenance  of  it,  and  that 
which  hereafter  I  purpose  to  adde,  by 
waye  of  enlargement  of  that  Place,  (for 
the  Proiect  is  cast,  and  whether  I  lyue 
or  dye,  it  shall  be,  God  willing,  put  in 
full  execution)  will  testifie  so  truely  and 
aboundantly  for  me,  as  I  neede  not  be 
the  publisher  of  the  dignitie  and  worthe 
of  mine  owne  Institution. 

Written  with  mine  owne  hand,  Anno 
December  the  i  jth. 

T.B. 
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SIR  THO.  BODLEY'S  LETTER 

to  the  Vice-chancellor  of  Oxon. 
about  restoring  the  Publick  Library. 

Extract  from  Reg.  Ma,fol.  31. 

Acta  in  Convocatione  habita  2,°  die  Mensis 
Martij.  Litere  ab  ornatissimo  viro  Thoma 
Bodley,  olim  huius  Vniuersitatis  alumno  ad 
dominum  Vicecancellarium  misse  publicate 
erant,  quarum  tenor  verbatim  subscribitur. 

Sir, 

A  hough  you  know  mee  not,  as 
I  suppose,  yet  for  the  farthering 
of  an  offer,  of  evident  vtilitie, 
to  your  whole  Vniuersity,  I  will  not  be 
too  scrupulous,  in  craving  your  assist- 
ance.    I  haue  bin  alwaies  of  a  mind, 
that,  yf  God,  of  his  goodnesse,  should 
make  mee  able  to  doe  any  thing,  for 
the  benefit  of  posteritie,  I  would  shew 

some 
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some  token  of  affection,  that  I  haue 
evermore  boarne,  to  the  studies  of 
good  Learning.  I  know  my  portion  is 
too  slender,  to  perform,  for  the  pre- 
sent, any  answerable  act  to  my  willing 
disposition :  but  yet,  to  notifie  some 
part  of  my  desire  in  that  behalf,  I  haue 
resolved  thus  to  deale.  Where  there 
hath  bin  heretofore  a  publike  library 
in  Oxford^  which,  you  know,  is  apparant 
by  the  rome  it  self  remayning,  and  by 
your  statute  Records,  I  will  take  the 
charge  and  cost  vpon  me,  to  reduce  it 
again  to  his  former  vse :  and  to  make 
it  fitte,  and  handsome  with  seates,  and 
shelfes,  and  deskes,  and  all  that  may  be 
needfull,  to  stirre  vp  other  mens  benevo- 
lence, to  helpe  to  furnish  it  with  bookes. 
And  this  I  purpose  to  beginne,  assoone 
as  timber  can  be  gotten,  to  the  intent 
that  you  may  reape  some  spedie  Profitt 
of  my  Proiect.  And  where  before,  as 
I  conceaue,  it  was  to  be  reputed,  but 
a  store  of  bookes  of  diuerse  benefactors, 
because  it  never  had  any  lasting  allow- 
anc,  for  augmentation  of  the  Number, 

or 
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or  supplie  of  Bookes  decaied :  whereby 
it  came  to  passe,  that  when  those  that 
were  in  being,  were  ether  wasted  or  em- 
bezeled,  the  whole  Fowndation  came  to 
ruine :  to  meete  with  that  inconvenience, 
I  will  so  provide  heereafter  (if  God  doe 
not  hinder  my  present  designe)  as  you 
shall  be  still  assured  of  a  standing  annual 
rent,  to  be  disboursed  every  yere  in  buing 
of  bookes,  in  officers  stipends,  and  other 
pertinent  occasions, with  which  prouision, 
and  some  order  for  preseruation  of  the 
place,  and  of  the  furniture  of  it,  from 
accustomed  abuses,  it  may  perhaps  in 
tyme  to  come,  proue  a  notable  Treasure 
for  the  multitude  of  volumes :  an  excel- 
lent benefit  for  the  use  and  ease  of 
students :  and  a  singular  ornament  in  the 
University.  I  am  therefore  to  intreat 
you,  because  I  will  doe  nothing  without 
their  publike  approbation,  to  deliuer 
this,  that  I  have  signified,  in  that  good 
sort,  that  you  thinke  meete :  and  when 
yow  please  to  lette  me  know,  their  ac- 
ceptation of  my  offer,  I  will  be  redy  to 
effect  it  with  all  convenient  expedition. 

But 
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But  for  the  better  effecting  of  it,  I  doe 
desire  to  be  informed,  whether  the  Vni- 
uersity  be  sufficiently  qualified  by  licence 
of  Mortmaine,  or  other  assurance,  to  re- 
ceave  a  farther  grant  of  any  rent  or  Anu- 
etie,  then  they  doe  presently  enioy.  And 
if  any  instruments  be  extant  of  the  aun- 
cient  donations  to  their  former  Library, 
I  would,  with  their  good  liking,  see  a 
transcript  of  them  :  and  likewise  of  such 
statutes,  as  were  deuised  by  the  founders, 
or  afterwarde  by  others  for  the  vsage  of 
the  bookes.  Which  is  now  as  much  as 
I  can  thinke  on,  wherevnto,  at  your  good 
leasure,  I  would  request  your  frendly 
answere.  And  yf  it  lie  in  my  abilitie 
to  deserue  your  paines  in  that  behalf, 
although  wee  be  not  yet  acquainted, 
you  shall  find  me  very  forward.  From 
London  Feb.  23.  15*97. 

Your  Affectionat  frend 
Tho:  Bodley. 
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Printed  from  Sir  Thomas  J$odley*s  auto- 
graph MS.  Bodl.  2867,  the  basis  of  the 
first  Latin  statutes  of  1 6 1  o  printed  in 
the  Laudian  Code  in 


Sir  Thomas  Bodley'syfrj/  Draught 
of  the  Statutes  of  the  Publick 
Library  at  Oxon,  transcribed 
from  the  Original  Copy^  'written 
by  his  own  Hand^  and  reposited 
in  the  Archives  of  the  said  Li- 
brary. 

FOrasmuche  as  Experience  hath 
made  it  apparant  in  the  course 
of  mens  actions,  that  no  publique 
Institution  nor  Fundation  whatsoeuer, 
wherin  a  multitude  hath  interest,  and 
where  continuance  is  required,  can  pro- 
duce those  good  effectes,  for  which  the 
same  was  first  intended,  except  the  dis- 
solut  demeanours  of  ill  affected  persons 
be  iudiciously  restreined,  by  force  of 
Statutes  and  Prouisoes  to  encounter  their 
disorders ;  it  is  thought  in  that  regard 
a  most  necessarie  care  to  preuent  by  all 

good 
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good  meanes,  what  heerafter  may  be- 
falle  to  the  abusing,  imparing,  or  per- 
haps (which  God  forbidde)  to  the  vtter 
subuerting  of  our  stoare  of  bookes; 
which  may  vndoubtedly  proue  in  tract 
of  time,  (if  God  of  his  goodnesse  shall 
according  to  the  proiect,  prosper  our 
proceedinges)  the  most  absolut  and 
sufficient,  for  the  aduancement  of  Learn- 
ing, that  hath  bin  hitherto  renoumed, 
by  any  extant  record,  in  any  part  of 
Europe  :  We  therefor  the  Chauncellour, 
Vice-chauncellour  and  Doctours,  to- 
gether with  the  Proctours,  and  Masters 
Regents  and  non-Regents  of  the  great 
Conuocation  of  the  Vniuersitie  of  Oxon, 
vpon  often  consultation  and  Conference 
had  with  Sir  Tho.  Bodley,  &c.  doe 
ordeine  and  decree  with  a  solemne  con- 
currence of  all  our  voices,  and  con- 
sents, that  according  to  the  trust  which 
he  hath  reposed  in  our  carefull  gouern- 
ment  of  the  Librarie,  and  in  our  frugal 
disposition  of  the  profittes  of  that  Land, 
which  he  hath  giuen  and  assigned  to 
the  maintenance  therof,  these  our  orders, 

actes 
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actes  and  constitutions,  shall  be  by  all 
sortes  of  Students,  to  whome  they  may 
apperteine,  most  religiously  kept  and 
obserued  for  euer. 

Aboue  all  other  thinges,  that  may  The 
concerne  the  preseruation  of  this  ourj^ 
publique  place  of  studie,  or  the  benefit, 
vse,  and  ease  of  those  that  shall  frequent 
it,  it  is  deemed  expedient,  that  some  one 
be  deputed  to  the  custodie  of  it,  that  is 
noted  and  knowen  for  a  diligent  Student, 
and  in  all  his  conuersation  to  be  trustie, 
actiue,  and  discreete  j  a  graduat  also  and 
a  Linguist,  not  encombred  with  manage, 
nor  with  a  benefice  of  Cure.  For  it 
cannot  stand  with  Pietie,  that  suche  a 
charge  should  admitte  the  continual 
Societie  of  other  publique  imploiments ; 
and  mariage  is  too  full  of  domestical 
impeachements,  to  affourd  him  so  muche 
time  from  his  priuat  affaires,  as  almost 
euery  daies  necessitie  of  his  personal 
presence  will  require. 

The  course  that  must  be  held  in  the 
Election  and  Admission  of  a  Keeper  to 
his  office,  and  the  maner  of  deliuering  the 

Librarie-Keies 
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Librarie-Keies  into  his  handes,  shall  be  al- 
waies  like  to  that,  which  is  yerely  put  in 
practise  in  the  choise  of  the  Proctours. 
But  before  the  Electours  be  admitted  to 
com  to  giue  their  Voices,  they  shall  all 
take  their  othes  in  this  kinde  of  forme. 

The  I  A.  B.  doe  promise  and  sweare,  by  the 

Elector  faith  and  truth  that  I  owe  to  Al- 

Oath'  mightie  God,  that  in  this  Election 

towardes  of  a  fitte  and  worthy 
Keeper,  for  the  publique  Librarie 
of  this  Vniuersitie,  I  haue  no  pur- 
pose to  conferre  my  suffrage,  in 
hope  of  reward,  or  in  regard  of 
any  promise,  or  at  the  instance  and 
intreatie  direct  or  indirect  of  any 
person,  or  persons  of  what  qualitie 
soeuer:  but  that  among  them  all, 
that  are  knowen  or  supposed  to 
affect  this  charge,  I  will  nominat 
and  choose  some  suche  graduat 
vnto  it,  as  in  setting  apart  all 
kinde  of  corrupt  and  partial  in- 
ducement, I  shall  and  doe  repute 
in  the  greatest  sinceritie  of  my 

iudgement 
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iudgement  and  Conscience,  to  be 
the  meetest  and  best  qualified  per- 
son, to  aduance  with  his  sufficiencie 
the  dignitie  and  honour  of  this 
Vniuersitie,  and  the  publique  good 
and  benefit  of  the  students  in  the 
Librarie. 

The  Election  thus  perfourmed,  when 
the  partie  then  elected  shall  com  to  be 
admitted,  he  shall  sweare  to  this  effect. 

All  and  euery  of  the  statutes,  constitu-  The 
tions,  and  decrees,  either  made  al-  ^!eP' 
ready,  or  heerafter  to  be  made,  that 
may  in  any  wise  concerne  the  dutie 
of  the  Keeper,  and  good  estate  of 
the  Librarie,  I  will  obserue  in  mine 
owne  person,  and  to  the  vttermost 
of  my  power  will  cause  to  be  ob- 
serued  by  all  other  persons,  to 
whome  the  same  may  belong,  as  I 
hope  to  be  saued  by  Gods  infinit 
mercies,  through  the  merites  of 
Christ  Jesus,  reueled  vnto  me  by 
his  Holy  Euangelistes. 

P.  2854  D  It 
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It  is  further  vnderstoode  that  the 
/;»».  Librarie  Keeper  shall  neuer  be  enforced 
to  relinquishe  his  office,  but  with  his 
owne  free  assent  and  good-liking;  vnles 
vpon  desert,  for  some  hainous  offense,  or 
apparant  insufficiencie,  he  shall  be  ad- 
iudged  vnworthy  to  be  continued  in  his 
charge.  And  then  in  that  case,  or  by 
whatsoeuer  meanes  his  place  becommeth 
voide,  be  it  by  his  death,  or  resignacion, 
or  other  incident  occasion,  theVice-chan- 
cellour  or  his  Deputie,  within  three  daies 
next  ensuing,  shall  giue  order  for  the 
summons  of  a  solemne  Conuocation,  and 
there  in  that  sort,  as  we  haue  formerly 
prescribed,  and  is  vsually  obserued  in  the 
Election  of  the  Proctors,  proceede  to 
make  choise  of  another  to  succeede. 
The  Btm-  And  nowe  to  the  end  it  may  be 
factors'  knowen,  what  doth  chiefly  belong  to  his 

Register.      r  .      '  ,       ,  .     •'.       r        D  , 

function  and  charge,  it  is  first  deter- 
mined and  decreed,  that  he  shall  take 
the  care  of  keeping,  and  likewise  of 
continuing  the  great  Regis ter-booke, 
which  is  cheined  to  the  deske,  at  the 
vpper  broad  Windowe  of  the  Librarie  : 

in 
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in  which  there  are  to  be  enrolled,  and  so 
from  time  to  time  recorded,  as  their 
numbers  shall  augment,  the  particular 
names  and  giftes  of  as  many  as  haue  con- 
ferred either  bookes,  or  mony,  or  other 
thing  of  Worth,  for  the  benefit  and  good 
of  Students  in  the  Librarie.  Wherin 
also  the  munificence  not  onely  of  great 
and  honorable  personages,  but  of  others 
of  meane  and  vulgar  calling  must  be  re- 
spectiuely  remembred.  For  in  a  case  of 
shewing  gratitude,  it  is  meete  in  all  con- 
gruitie,  that  no  man  be  defrauded  of  that 
measure  of  thankes,  that  is  due  vnto  his 
bountie  :  as  commonly  fewe  are  so  care- 
lesof  a  publique  good  opinion,but  where 
they  knowe  they  haue  deserued,  they 
would  be  noted  for  desert.  And  in  that 
respect  we  doe  resolue,  that  the  Keeper 
shall  procure  that  booke  to  be  written, 
with  a  special  faire,  and  pleasing  hand  ; 
and  withall  to  be  exposed,  where  it  may 
be  still  in  sight,  for  euery  man  to  viewe, 
as  an  eminent  and  endles  token  of  our 
thankfull  acceptation  of  whatsoeuer  hath 
bin  giuen  j  and  as  an  excellent  induce- 
D  2  ment, 
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ment,  for  posteritie  to  imitat  those  for- 
mer good  examples. 

The  Book*.  An  other  chief  point  of  the  Keepers 
charge,  is  to  range  all  his  bookes,  aswel 
of  the  bigger  as  lesser  folde,  according  to 
their  Faculties;  to  assigne  to  euery  Facul- 
tie  their  Catalogues  and  Tables  ;  and  to 
dispose  of  euery  Table  theauthores  there- 
in named,  according  to  the  Alphabet : 
where  besides  the  authors  name,  and  the 
title  of  his  Worke,  he  must  be  mindefull 
to  expresse,  in  what  kinde  of  Volume  the 
same  was  printed,  with  a  note  of  the 
place,  and  yere  of  that  edition.  For  it  so 
fareth  often  with  a  number  of  Students, 
that  the  Knowledge  of  some  one  of  these 
pettie  particulars,  may  turne  them  in 
their  Studies  to  some  singular  aduantage. 
Againe  whensoeuer  it  comes  to  passe,  that 
of  gift  and  gratuitie  to  the  Vniuersitie, 
any  booke  or  bookes,  printed  or  manu- 
scriptes,  or  other  Writinges  of  moment 
are  addressed  to  the  Keeper,  to  be  put 
among  the  rest  of  his  Librarie-Stoare,  he 
shall  take  no  longer  respitte,  to  see  the 
same  effected,  then  vntill  he  may  be  able, 

to 
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to  restoare  the  defectes  of  the  bookes 
and  thinges  deliuered,  and  to  trimme 
euery  Volume,  that  is  not  in  good  plight, 
with  fitte  reparations  for  vse  and  con- 
tinuance :  Whereto  the  Vice-chancellour 
for  the  time  being  whome  we  doe  depute 
(as  heerafter  shall  appeere)  the  receauour 
and  gardian  of  the  Librarie  rentes  shall 
see  him  furnished  with  mony,  and  other 
necessarie  meanes,  to  the  full  of  his  occa- 
sions :  Wherof  he  must  render  a  particu- 
lar account  vnto  the  Vice-chancellour  : 
to  the  end  the  same  may  be  produced,  as 
occasion  shall  be  offred,  vpon  the  Vice- 
chancellours  owne  account.  But  if  it  be 
a  beneuolence  that  doth  wholy  consist  of 
ready  mony  giuen,  and  is  put  into  his 
handes,  to  be  spent  vpon  bookes  at  his 
discretion  and  election,  he  shall  fulfill, 
without  delay,  the  desire  of  him  that  is 
the  giuer,  if  there  be  at  that  time  any 
present  possibilitie  to  procure  so  many 
bookes,  as  may  suffice  for  so  muche 
mony.  But  if  they  cannot  be  had  vpon 
the  suddaine,  he  shall  moue  the  Vice- 
chancellour  then  being,  to  haue  the 

mony 
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mony  reserued,  with  the  Librarie  reue- 
nue,  till  bookes  may  be  gotten  for  it :  for 
which  he  must  lay  hold  vpon  the  soonest 
opportunitie,  and  vse  his  vttermost  hus- 
bandrie  in  buieng,  and  iudgement  in 
choosing  good  authours  and  printes,  ne- 
glecting no  endeuour,  that  may  make 
for  discharge  of  his  duty  and  trust,  and 
for  the  giuers  contentation  :  to  whome 
he  shall  first  present  in  a  list  the  inscrip- 
tions and  prices  of  euery  single  booke, 
before  he  doth  possesse  the  Librarie  of 
his  gifte ;  and  then  ingrosse  the  same 
againe  (without  any  mention  of  their 
prices)  vpon  the  standing  register  of 
benefactours. 

and  But  nowe  for  as  muchc  as  this  maga- 
S.  z^ne  Q£  bookes^  was  founded  altogether 
for  the  publique  and  perpetual  commo- 
ditie  of  Students,  for  which  it  were  meete 
in  many  respectes,  that  they  should  all 
be  made  acquainted,  with  the  daies  and 
the  houres,  in  which  they  may  be  still 
assured,  to  finde  the  Keeper  in  that  place ; 
it  is  thus  enacted  and  decreed,  that  he 
shall  make  no  exemption  of  any  whole 

day 
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day  in  all  the  yere,  but  onely  of  the 
Sabbath,  the  Natiuitie  of  our  Sauiour,  the 
day  of  electing  the  Proctours,  and  when 
the  Librarie  shall  be  visited  :  nor  yet  of 
any  half  daies,  sauing  onely  of  the  fore- 
noones,  vpon  the  vsual  Festes,  and  daies 
of  solemn e  praiers,  or  of  Sermons  ad 
Clerum ;  and  of  the  after-noones  at  all 
suche  times,  as  publique  disputations  are 
vsed  in  Diuinitie.  Neuertheles  it  may  so 
happen  eftsoones,  through  a  multitude  of 
vrgent,  and  not  yet  thought  vpon  occa- 
sions, that  it  will  be  thought  behovfull 
by  the  chief  Conuocation,  to  admitte 
the  like  cessation,  at  some  other  times 
vnmentioned :  Which  then  the  Keeper 
ought  to  publishe,  by  fixing  a  schedule 
on  the  doore,  that  is  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Schoole  of  Diuinitie.  So  that  setting 
aside  those  former  exceptions,  we  doe 
ordeine  and  enioine  that  the  Keeper  him- 
self in  person  (not  letted  with  sicknesse, 
or  other  lawfull  impediment  heerafter 
expressed)  shall  come  continually  to  the 
opening  of  the  Librarie  doores,  and  both 
remaine  within  himself,  and  give  accesse 

vnto 
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vnto  others,  In  the  morning,  from  eight 
of  the  clocke  to  eleuen  ;  and  then  after 
diner,  from  two  to  fiue.  Which  is  to  be 
continued  from  Ester,  to  the  Fest  of  St. 
Michael :  but  for  the  rest  of  the  yere, 
from  one  to  fower  in  the  after-noone.  At 
these  prescribed  houres  he  shall  also 
cause  to  be  rong  the  Warning-bell  of 
his  ingresse  and  egresse,  that  men  may 
shunne  the  discommodities  of  repairing 
thither  ouersoone,  or  abiding  there  too 
long,  which  the  difference  of  clockes  may 
occasion  very  often,  to  the  preiudice 
and  hindrance  of  himself  as  wel  as 
others. 

Be  it  alwaies  heere  prouided,  that  for 
the  greater  securitie  of  the  timber  Workes 
and  bookes,  no  frequenter  of  that  place, 
graduat  or  other,  nor  the  Keeper  himself, 
or  any  deputie  for  him,  vpon  any  pretext 
or  colour,  shall  enter  there  by  night,  with 
a  torche,  linke,  lampe,  candel,  or  other 
kinde  of  fire-light,  vpon  paine  of  depri- 
uation  from  his  office  for  euer :  nor  shall 
absent  himself  from  thens,  but  in  cases 
approued  (which  shall  be  specified  heer- 

after) 
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after)  for  the  space  of  one  day,  or  half- 
day,  or  any  of  those  houres,  that  haue 
bin  formerly  mentioned,  vpon  paine  of 
forfaiting  twentie  shillinges,  for  euery 
time  of  his  absence,  to  be  defalked  from 
his  salarie,  and  conuerted  to  the  increas- 
ing of  the  bookes  of  the  Librarie. 

Moreouer,  as  it  may  be  lawful  and  free  chained 
for  all  commers  in  (being  qualified  in  such 
sort,  as  we  shall  after  declare)  to  peruse 
any  Volumes,  that  are  cheined  to  the 
deskes,  in  the  body  of  the  Librarie,  not 
forgetting  to  fasten  their  claspes  and 
stringes,  to  vntangle  their  cheines,  and  to 
leaue  as  they  found  the  bookes  in  their 
places  (wheras  otherwise  for  their  negli- 
gence, they  shall  be  punished  by  the 
purse,  at  the  will  and  arbitrament  of  the 
Vice-chancellour)  so  for  the  smaller  cised  and  »»- 
Volumes  in  Quarto  and  Octavo,  and  cha'med 
suche  as  are  within  the  grates,  and  vnder 
the  Custodie  of  the  Keeper  alone,  that 
they  may  not  be  wasted  with  muche 
handling  and  tossing  (being  bookes  of 
special  worth,  for  their  antiquitie,  or 
raritie,  costlinesse,  or  beautie,  or  other 

note 
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note  of  prime  account)  it  shall  be  a  part 
of  the  Keeper's  dutie,  when  any  man  is 
desirous  to  vse  any  of  those  kindes,  to 
deliuer  them  out  by  hand,  and  by  tale, 
and  with  condition,  that  they  shall  be 
studied  there  in  sight,  and  after  presently 
restoared,  before  the  partie  goe  from 
thens  :  vpon  paine  of  satisfaction  to  the 
double  Value  of  euery  booke  deteined  ; 
and  (if  so  be  it  shall  proue  a  wilfull  fact) 
perpetual  expulsion  out  of  the  Librarie. 
Howbeit  because  it  is  meete,  we  should 
affourd  some  Leasure  to  the  Keeper 
for  his  priuat  studie  and  contemplation, 
wherof  we  should  make  but  a  slender 
allowance,  in  case  he  shall  be  forced, 
to  serue  the  turnes  of  euery  one,  as  oft 
as  they  require  to  haue  the  vse  of  suche 
bookes,  it  hath  bin  therefor  thought  ex- 
pedient,  to  intertaine  a  daily  minister, 
,  which  must  be  euermore  at  hand,  to  aide 
and  assist  him,  and  to  attend  his  direction 
in  all  occasions  in  the  Librarie  j  Who 
must  be  sworen  to  be  faithfull,  and  for 
his  skille  must  be  sufficient  to  seeke  out 
and  distribut  any  bookes  that  are  de- 

maunded 
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maunded  :  of  which  the  Keeper  himself^ 
or  (when  he  shall  be  absent)  his  lawfull 
deputie  shall  giue  out  with  his  owne 
handes  those  within  the  grates,  and  but 
Six  at  a  time  of  one  sort  or  other:  Which 
is  precisely  all  the  stint,  whereto  the 
Keeper  shall  be  subiect  by  our  Constitu- 
tions :  vnles  of  himself  he  will  be  wonne, 
to  gratifie  some  persons  by  exceeding 
that  number  :  Wherin  we  doe  require, 
that  he  would  carie  himself  vprightly, 
and  content  euery  Student  with  due  re- 
spect to  his  degree. 

And  sith  the  sundrie  examples  of  for-  NO 
mer  ages,  aswel  in  this  Vniuersitie,  as  in 
other  places  of  the  realme,  haue  taught 
vs  ouer-often,  that  the  frequent  Loane 
of  bookes,  hath  bin  a  principall  occasion 
of  the  ruine  and  destruction  of  many 
famous  Libraries,  it  is  therefor  ordred 
and  decreed,  to  be  obserued  as  a  Statut  of 
irreuocable  force,  that  for  no  regard,  pre- 
tense, or  cause,  there  shall  at  any  time 
any  Volume,  either  of  those  that  are 
cheined,  or  of  others  vncheined,  be  giuen 
or  lent,  to  any  person  or  persons,  of  what- 

soeuer 
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soeuer  state  or  calling,  vpon  any  kind  of 
caution,  or  offer  of  securitie,  for  his  faith- 
ful restitution  :  and  that  no  suche  booke 
or  Volume  shall  at  any  time,  by  any  what- 
soeuer,  be  caried  fourth  of  the  Librarie, 
for  any  longer  space,  or  other  vses  and 
purposes,  then,  if  neede  so  require,  to  be 
sold  away  for  altogether,  as  being  super- 
fluous or  vnprofitable,  or  changed  for 
some  other  of  a  better  edition ;  or  being 
ouerworen  to  be  newe  bound  againe,  and 
immediatly  returned,  from  whens  it  was 
remoued.  For  the  execution  wherof  in 
euery  particular,  there  shall  no  man  inter- 
medle,  but  the  Keeper  himself  alone,  who 
is  also  to  precede,  with  the  knowledge, 
liking,  and  direction  of  those  publique 
Ouerseers,  whose  autoritie  we  will  notifie 
in  other  Statuts  ensuing. 

Furthermore  considering  that  the 
Keeper  may  sometimes,  vpon  Vrgence  of 
buisnesse,  or  indisposition  of  body  (wher- 
of he  must  affirme  the  truth  vpon  his 
othe,  being  moued  therunto)  desire  a  dis- 
pensation for  his  personal  absence  from 
his  charge,  the  Vice-chancellour  or  his 

substitut 
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substitut  shall  haue  absolut  power,  in 
euery  suche  occasion, to  condescend  to  his 
request,  for  the  space  of  seuen  daies  euery 
quarter,  to  be  taken  either  iointly  or  at 
seueral  times,  as  his  neede  shal  enforce  him. 
With  this  restriction  notwithstanding, 
that  still  his  office  be  supplied,  by  some 
learned  able  graduat,  of  whose  fidelitie 
and  truth,  there  was  neuer  any  other  but 
a  publique  good  report.  Or  if  the  Vice- 
chancellour  thinke  it  fitte,  (for  the  choise 
of  euery  substitut,  must  wholy  stande 
with  his^  or  his  deputies  good-liking)  he 
shall  take  a  corporal  othe,  to  the  same  or 
like  effect,  as  the  Keeper  did  himself,  at 
the  time  of  his  admission.  But  if  so  be 
the  Keepers  case  be  adiudged  so  fauorable, 
as  he  may  challenge  in  reason,  a  further 
enlargement  of  his  Licence,  then  is  for- 
merly expressed ;  then  ought  the  same  to 
be  accorded,  by  way  of  common  suffrage, 
in  one  of  the  Congregations  ;  lest  other- 
wise in  continuance,  the  facilitie  of 
treating  with  one  man  alone,  should 
drawe  an  abuse  vnto  it,  of  procuring 
leaue  for  longer  absence,  then  shall  be 

fitting 
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fitting  for  the  regiment,  and  good  estate 
of  suche  a  charge. 

These  occasions  throughly  weighed  of 
the  Keepers  excessiue  and  incessant  paines 
about  his  function,  although  they  offer 
vnto  him  more  effectual  opportunities, 
for  the  aduancement  of  his  Knowledge, 
together  with  his  credit,  then  to  any 
other  Student  in  the  Vniuersitie  (which 
may  giue  him  in  some  sort  contentation 
for  his  paines)  for  the  inabling  notwith- 
standing of  his  priuat  estate,  which  will 
yelde  him  better  leasure,  for  managing 
and  folowing  the  affaires  of  his  office,  we 
doe  order  and  ordeine,  that  besides  the 
annual  Stipend  of  twentie  nobles,  which 
was  the  ancient  donation  of  King  Henry 
the  fowerth,  and  is  to  issue  fourth  of  the 
Vniuersitie  treasure,  through  the  handes 
of  the  Proctours,  he  shall  enioy  that  fur- 
ther summe  of  three  and  thirtie  poundes 
six  shillinges  and  eight  pence,  which  is  ex- 
pressed in  that  booke,  by  which  our  late 
landes  were  conueied  vnto  vs,  and  is  to 
be  answeared  half-yerely  by  equal  por- 
tions, to  witte  at  the  Festes  of  St.  Michael 

the 
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the  Arch- Angel,  and  the  Annuntiation  of 
the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  or  within  three 
and  thirtie  daies  after :  and  the  same  to 
be  extracted  out  of  the  Librarie-reuenue 
by  the  present  Vice-chancellour.  Which 
is  also  our  direction  for  the  paiment  of  The 
ten  poundes  to  the  Keepers  assistant :  and  ^ 
of  fower  poundes  besides  to  some  honest  ** 
poore  scholler,  or  seruant  of  the  Keeper, 
whose  weekly  charge  and  care  must  be, 
whensoeuer  the  Keeper  shall  calle  vpon 
him,  to  wipe,  sweepe,  and  keepe  cleane 
all  the  Librarie  bookes,  tables,  shelues, 
seates,  closets,  windowes,  and  whatsoeuer 
els  is  subiect  to  the  annoiance  of  dust. 
Wherewithall  we  vnderstand,  that  the 
choise  of  these  inferiour  ministers,  shall 
still  be  committed  to  the  Keepers  discre- 
tion :  the  Paiment  of  theirs  and  all  other 
Stipendes,  vnto  the  Vice-chancellours 
care :  and  their  remoual  from  their 
places,  if  so  be  they  shall  deserue  it,  to 
the  Librarie-ouerseers,  whose  autoritie 
we  shall  specific  in  the  Statutes  folow- 
ing. 

We  haue  held    it  moreouer  a  very 
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needefull  caution,  for  the  safer  custodie 
of  the  foresaid  reuenue,  and  of  other 
summes  of  mony,  that  may  heereafter  of 
beneuolence  be  conferred  on  theLibrarie, 
that  within  the  space  of  three  daies  after 
any  paiment  made,  the  same  shall  be 
transported  to  the  place,  where  the  Vni- 
uersitie  rentes  are  kept,  and  be  locked 
The  chest,  yp  there  in  the  iron  chest  prouided  pur- 
posely for  it,vnder  three  different  lockes, 
with  double  keies  to  euery  locke :  which 
are  alwaies  to  remaine  with  the  present 
Vice-chancellour  and  Proctours,  to  be 
rendred  vp  with  the  rest  of  their  Keies, 
at  the  seueral  times  of  their  entrance  to 
their  offices.  Wherin  notwithstanding 
the  imploiment  of  the  Proctours  shall 
extend  itself  no  further,  then  to  com  with 
their  Keies,  when  they  shall  be  required 
by  the  Vice-chancellour,  to  open  the 
chest ;  and  alwaies  to  be  present,  when 
any  mony  is  brought  in,  or  extracted  by 
him;  wherof  the  summe  is  then  and  there 
to  be  registred  with  the  Vice-chancel- 
lours  owne  hand,vpon  some  ligger  booke 
lieng  in  the  same  chest,  or  in  some  other 

like 
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like  place,  to  be  afterward  subscribed  by 
the  Proctours  as  eye-witnesses  of  it.  For 
so  it  will  appeere,  ho  we  all  expenses  and 
receates  doe  answear  eche  other,  at  the 
time  of  the  audit  of  the  chest-account. 

Nowe  because  it  is  apparant,  that  no-  The 
thing  maketh  more  for  the  ease  of  the 
Keeper,  the  quietnesse  of  the  students, 
the  securitie  of  the  bookes,  and  the 
Honor  and  dignitie  of  the  Vniuersitie, 
then  that  we  should  proceede  with  some 
choise  limitation,  in  the  admission  of 
suche  persons,  as  are  to  studie  in  the 
Librarie,we  doevtterlyreiectthe  opinion 
of  those,  that  would  haue  no  exception 
to  any  mans  accesse  :  for  that  a  graunt 
of  so  muche  scope,  would  but  minister 
occasion  of  daily  pestering  all  the  rowme, 
with  a  troblesome  haunt  of  the  popular 
sort,  which  with  their  gazing,  and  bab- 
ling,  and  trampling  vp  and  downe,  may 
disturbe  out  of  measure  the  endeuours 
of  those -that  are  studious.  And  there- 
for not  to  giue  way  to  so  great  an  in- 
conuenience,  we  doe  thus  determine  and 
decree  j  That  no  man  shall  enioy  the  free- 
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dom  there  of  studie,  but  onely  Doctours 
and  Licentiats  of  the  three  Faculties, 
Batchelers  of  Diuinitie,  Masters  of  Art, 
Batchelers  of  Physicke  and  Law,  Batche- 
lers of  Art  of  two  yeres  standing  and 
all  other  Batchelers,  if  they  com  thither 
in  their  habites  and  hoodes,  and  there 
demeane  themselues  with  reuerence  in 
geuing  place  to  their  superiours,  and  in 
seemely  performance  of  all  other  duties. 
Among  these  in  like  maner  for  special  re- 
spect, we  doe  recken  the  sonnes  of  Lordes 
of  the  Par  lament  (for  of  the  Lordes  them- 
selues there  may  be  no  question)  and  as 
many  besides  of  all  degrees,  as  of  their 
zelous  affection  to  all  kinde  of  good 
Literature,  haue  enriched  that  stoare- 
house  with  their  bountifull  giftes.  For 
it  might  be  well  reputed  a  point  of  great 
Vngratitude,  if  we  should  not  permitte 
suche  worthy  contributours,  to  tast  of 
the  fruite  of  their  owne  beneficence. 
Neuertheless  for  the  tender  care  that 
must  be  taken,  of  the  endles  preserua- 
tion  of  suche  a  Cabinet  of  the  Muses, 
our  intention  is  this,  that  before  any 
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graduat  formerly  mentioned,  or  any 
other  person  of  note  and  desert,  shall 
beginne  to  put  in  practise  his  libertie  of 
entrance,  he  shall  addresse  himself  first 
vnto  the  Vice-chancellour  or  his  substi- 
tute, and  there  in  the  presence  of  the 
Keeper,  take  the  othe  of  fidelitie  to  the 
Librarie,  which  we  appoint  to  be  minis- 
tred  in  maner  and  forme  as  foloweth. 

Yow  shall  promise  and  sweare  in  the  The 
presence  of  almightie  God,  that^ 
whensoeuer  you  shall  repaire  to  the 
publique  Librarie  of  this  Vniuer- 
sitie,  you  will  conforme  your  self  to 
studie  with  modestie  and  silence, 
and  vse  both  the  bookes  and  euery 
thing  els  apperteining  to  their 
furniture,  with  a  carefull  respect 
to  their  longest  conseruation  :  and 
that  neither  your  self  in  person, 
nor  any  other  whosoeuer,  by  your 
procurement  or  priuitie,  shall  either 
openly  or  vnderhand,  by  way  of 
embezeling,  changing,  razing,  de- 
facing, tearing,  cutting,  noting,  in- 
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terlining,  or  by  voluntarie  corrupt- 
ing, blotting,  slurring  or  any  other 
maner  of  mangling,  or  misusing,  any 
one  or  more  of  the  saied  bookes, 
either  wholy  or  in  part,  make  any 
alteration:  but  shall  hinder  and 
impeache,  as  muche  as  lieth  in  yow, 
all  and  euery  suche  offendour  or 
offendours,  by  detecting  their  de- 
meanour vnto  the  Vice-chancellour, 
or  to  his  Deputie  then  in  place, 
within  the  next  three  daies  after  it 
shall  com  to  your  knowledge,  so 
helpe  you  God  by  Christes  merites, 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  his 
holy  Euangelistes. 

Also  any  other  person,  for  the  further- 
ance of  his  studie  in  whatsoeuer  science, 
although  he  should  be  no  contributour, 
may  at  any  time  obteine  the  foresaied 
freedome  of  recourse,  the  same  being 
craued  as  a  grace  in  the  Congregacion- 
house,  and  the  othe  taken  after,  before 
his  admittance.  But  if  any  man  pre- 
sume to  intrude  himself  into  that  place, 

without 


first  Draft  of  the  Statutes.  5-3 

without  special  permission,  before  he 
hath  bin  sworen,  except  he  com  accom- 
panied with  one  that  is  sworen,  and  still 
remaine  with  him  in  sight  (who  is  then 
vpon  his  othe,  to  stand  as  a  pledge  for 
the  others  good  behauiour)  besides  his 
corporal  imprisonment  for  one  whole 
day,  he  shall  according  to  the  nature  of 
suche  his  presumption,  forfait  so  muche 
mony  as  shall  be  awarded  by  the  Vice- 
chancellour  or  his  Deputie  :  of  which  the 
one  moitie  shall  goe  to  the  Keeper  (as 
of  all  other  pecuniarie  forfaitures)  and 
the  other  to  the  vse  and  benefit  of  the 
Librarie.  But  if  it  shall  happen  in  time  p»nisk- 
to  com  (wherof  we  are  in  good  hope,  we  ment  tor 
shall  neuer  see  example)  that  any  graduat 
or  other  shall  be  cleerely  conuicted,  to 
haue  dismembred,  or  secretly  purloined 
and  conueied  away  any  booke  or  bookes, 
tract  or  tractes,  leafe  or  leaues  of  any 
Volume  in  the  Librarie :  or  to  haue  made 
any  change  in  any  line  or  lines,  worde  or 
wordes,  syllable  or  letter,  in  any  author 
whatsoeuer :  or  shall  haue  knowen  the 
like  offense  committed  by  some  other, 

and 
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and  not  discouered  the  same,  within 
three  dales  after  his  notice  of  it,  he  shall 
be  publiquely  disgraded  being  a  graduat, 
in  the  next  Congregation  of  the  Regent 
Masters,  and  whether  he  be  graduat  or 
otherwise,  he  shall  be  excluded  out  of 
hand,  from  taking  any  benefit  not  onely 
of  the  Librarie,  but  of  any  further 
studie,  or  aboade  and  continuance  in 
the  Vniuersitie.  For  which  the  Vice- 
chancellour  or  his  substitut,  shall  pro- 
nounce the  sentence  of  his  bannishment 
in  the  open  Congregation,  and  keepe  a 
permanent  record,  both  of  the  kinde  and 
qualitie  of  that  delinquents  periurie,  and 
of  the  exemplarie  punishment  inflicted 
vpon  it. 

And  heere  although  we  presuppose, 
that  the  Librarie  Keeper  in  regard  of 
his  liberal  education,  his  affection  vnto 
Learning,  his  credit  among  clerkes,  and 
his  othe  and  dutie  to  the  Vniuersitie, 
will  be  vigilant  and  studious  in  the  high- 
est degree,  to  preserue  a  iewel  of  suche 
price  committed  to  his  trust :  yet  because 
in  the  Vsage  of  other  like  fundations, 

we 
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we  haue  scene  many  precedents  of  noto- 
rious abuses,  euen  in  those  that  by  pro- 
fession, and  in  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
haue  boaren  the  name  and  reputation 
of  men  of  excellent  integritie,  we  haue 
therefor  prouided,  as  neere  as  we  are 
able  by  discourse  and  reache  of  reason,  °f,the 
to  meete  with  all  omissions  and  retcheles 
cariages  of  the  Keeper,  by  selecting  to 
the  number  of  eight  principal  graduats, 
to  be  perpetual  Ouerseers  and  Visitours 
of  the  Librarie  :  to  witte  the  Vice-chan- 
cellour  and  Proctours,  or  their  Deputies, 
the  three  Doctours  of  the  Chaire,  and 
the  Kinges  two  Readers  of  the  Hebrewe 
and  Greeke  Lectures  :  and  vnto  these, 
or  to  the  maior  part  of  these,  it  shall 
apperteine  euery  yere,  the  eight  day  of  Nvv' 
Nouember  (vnles  it  be  a  Sabbath  day, 
which  Munaay  folowing  shall  supplie)  it 
being  the  day  that  was  solemnised,  with 
our  first  free  entrance  into  the  Librarie, 
to  visit  and  suruey  the  state  therof  in 
euery  point  :  for  which  euery  Ouerseer  the 
Eue  before,  must  be  personally  cited,  by 
some  Bedel  sent  of  purpose,  from  the 
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Vice-chancellour  or  his  Deputie,  to  re- 
paire  thither  early  the  morning  folow- 
ing  ;  where  the  doores  being  shutte,  that 
they  may  not  be  by  others  interrupted  in 
their  buisnesse,  and  the  Keeper  secluded, 
vntill  he  shall  be  called,  after  a  due 
perusal  of  these  statutes  and  orders, 
they  shall  inquire  of  his  diligence  in 
writing  the  Register  of  Contributours, 
and  the  Alphabetical  Tables  affixed  to 
the  standerds  and  headdes  of  euery  deske: 
in  digesting  the  Autours  in  their  proper 
partitions,  as  the  Tables  giue  direction : 
in  deliuering  those  by  hand,  that  are 
kept  vnder  lockes  and  wholy  left  to  his 
custodie :  in  speedy  bringing  in,  and 
present  placing  of  suche  bookes,  as  shall 
from  time  to  time  be  giuen :  in  obseru- 
ing  his  houres  of  opening,  and  shutting, 
and  tarrieng  in  the  Librarie  :  in  exclud- 
ing all  kinde  of  persons,  that  are  no  free- 
men of  that  place  :  and  in  prouiding  for 
the  bookes  and  buildinges,  with  all  the 
furniture  of  the  rowme,  that  it  may  be 
alwaies  freed  from  dust  and  vncleanesse  ; 
and  that  it  goe  not  to  decay,  by  reason 
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of  winde  and  raine  comming  in  at  the 
casements,  or  otherwise  for  want  of 
timely  reparations.  For  in  any  of  these 
pointes,  and  in  many  more  particulars 
perteining  to  his  function,  whatsoeuer  is 
omitted,  or  misgouerned  by  the  Keeper, 
the  Vice-chancellour  or  his  Deputie,  with 
the  assent  and  assistance  of  the  other 
Ouerseers,  may  admonishe,  reproue,  or 
reforme  him  for  it,  by  putting  in  execu- 
tion, whatsoeuer  is  conteined  in  our 
present  constitutions  :  vnles  the  qualitie 
of  his  crime  shall  deserue  depriuation : 
Which  is  euermore  a  punishment,  to  be 
publiquely  practised,  by  the  censure  and 
sentence  of  that  Conuocation,  by  which 
he  was  elected. 

Sith  besides  it  is  vsual,  in  the  best  con- 
triued  orders  of  all  Common- Weales, 
to  see  a  smalle  toleration  of  abuses  at 
first,  although  they  be  but  seeldome 
suffered,  and  that  by  way  of  conniuencie, 
to  engender  soone  after  an  irreparable 
mischief  e1,  to  the  total  dissolution  of  the 

1  mischiefe  'written  over  inconuenience  by  another 
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principal  Institution,  we  doe  therefor 
autorise  the  fore-elected  Ouerseers,  and 
withall  we  doe  request  and  intreat  them 
very  earnestly,  to  attend  without  faile 
this  principal  good  worke  of  visiting 
the  Librarie  :  wherin  according  to  the 
tenour  of  the  statutes  before,  they  may 
not  onely  proceede,  to  examine  by 
pointes,  howe  well  the  Keeper  hath  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  charge,  but 
must  direct  him  besides  in  his  doubtfull 
proposals,  if  any  statut  be  defectiue,  or 
if  any  newe  accident  require  a  newe 
proviso,  and  in  euery  other  needeful 
mater  :  wherof  their  ioint  information 
to  the  publique  assemblie  of  the  Regents 
and  non-  Regents,  must  alwaies  procure 
a  speedy  redresse. 

superfluous  They  shall  furthermore  in  writing 
book*.  sette  downe  and  appoint  (if  euery  one  of 
them  agree  and  condescend  therunto,  it 
being  of  more  importance  then  that  it 
should  be  ouerweighed  by  pluralitie  of 
Voices)  some  bookes  to  be  exchanged  for 
better  editions,  and  some  in  like  sort  to 
be  cleane  made  away,  as  being  wholy 

superfluous 
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superfluous,  or  of  no  estimation:  and  some 
others  to  be  bought  with  mony  contri- 
buted, or  with  that  which  is  in  stocke 
in  the  iron  chest :  wherof  the  summe  to 
be  expended,  must  be  carefully  limited, 
therafter  as  the  stoare  may  conueniently 
spare  it.  Which  then  the  present  Vice- 
chancellour  is  to  pay  vnto  the  Keeper, 
who  shall  alwaies  be  tied  by  vertue  of 
his  othe,  to  bestowe  the  same  as  soone 
as  may  be,  and  as  they  shall  enioine  him, 
or,  (if  they  leaue  him  to  his  libertie) 
as  he  himself  shall  see  occasion  :  so  that 
all  be  disboursed  to  the  best  aduantage 
of  the  Librarie,  and  a  faithfull  reckning 
yelded  of  it,  in  their  next  Visitation. 

And  though  it  be  so,  as  we  are  per- 
suaded, that  men  of  choise  degree  and 
learning  in  this  Vniuersitie,  suche  as  we 
haue  selected,  to  ouersee  these  affaires, 
will  (without  expecting  for  it  any  iote  of 
reward)  of  their  mere  and  hartie  Zele 
to  the  publique  benefit  of  students, 
esteeme  so  smalle  a  time,  as  may  serue 
for  that  purpose,  to  be  fruitfully  be- 
stowed, we  doe  appoint  notwithstanding 

for 
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for   honours   sake,  and  of  a   reuerent 
respect  to  their  persons  and  professions, 
that  at  euery  Visitation,  they  shall  haue 
allowances,  j.]^  same  day  for  their  diner  or  supper 

an  alotment  of  fortie  shi  Hinges,  to  be 
taken  of  the  reuenue  of  the  Librarie- 
chest,  and  spent  in  what  place  the  Vice- 
chancellour  shall  appoint  within  the 
Vniuersitie ;  to  whose  care  and  prouision 
it  shall  also  belong,  to  cause  certaine 
gloues  to  be  presented  by  a  Bedel  at  the 
time  of  their  refection,  as  memorials  and 
tokens  of  the  Vniuersities  acceptance  of 
their  seruice  that  day.  Among  which 
we  doe  allowe  seuen  paires  of  ten 
shillinges  the  paire,  to  the  flue  profes- 
sours  of  the  Kinges  Lectures,  and  the 
two  Proctours  j  with  one  paire  of  fiue 
shillinges  to  the  Bedle  then  seruing; 
besides  fortie  shillinges  in  mony  to 
eche  of  the  Proctours,  in  consideration 
of  their  custodie  of  their  Keies  to  the 
Chest :  and  to  the  Vice-chancellour  one 
paire  of  gloues  of  twentie  shillinges 
price,  or  two  paires  of  ten  shillinges  the 
paire,  with  twentie  nobles  in  mony  in 
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regard  of  his  combers,  in  receauing  and 
disboursing  the  monies  of  the  Librarie. 

Moreouer    for    auoiding    confusion,  The 
which  will  vndoubtedly  folow  the  plu-  ^ 
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rahtie  or  accountants,  and  for  a  sound 
and  setled  course,  to  be  constantly  con- 
tinued, First  in  keeping  the  Rentes  and 
Incommes  of  the  Librarie  (which  are 
the  principal  proppes,  to  vpnold  it  for 
euer  in  a  florishing  stay)  and  then  in 
defraieng  both  those  afore  declared, 
and  all  other  charges,  as  their  inci- 
dent occasions  of  either  buieng,  bind- 
ing, cheining,  clasping,  or  stringing  of 
bookes,  or  the  needfull  reparing  of 
suche  decaies  and  imperfections,  as  the 
ornaments  and  workes  of  the  inward 
structure  of  the  Librarie,  may  at  any 
time  require,  It  is  intended  by  vs,  that 
the  Vice-chancellour  alone  and  no  other 
(except  it  be  so,  that  by  his  owne,  or 
by  the  Visitours  ordination,  the  Keeper 
shall  be  charged  with  some  special  dis- 
boursment)  may  haue  to  deale  with  the 
imploiment,  of  the  annual  rentes  of  the 
Librarie :  or  of  any  parcel  of  mony, 

that 
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that  may  heerafter  by  any  be  conferred 
vpon  it.  For  we  cannot  but  presume, 
that  casting  what  number  of  noble  bene- 
factours,  haue  already  concurred  in  a 
feruour  of  affection,  to  that  publique 
place  of  studie,  we  shall  be  sure  in  time 
to  come,  to  finde  some  others  in  some 
measure,  of  the  like  disposition  to  the 
aduancement  of  Learning. 

Heerupon  we  doe  ordeine  for  our 
final  conclusion,  that  the  Vice-chancel- 
lour  for  the  time  being,  within  fiueten 
daies  after  the  expiration  of  his  yere, 
and  of  euery  yere  ensuieng,  in  case  he 
be  continued  more  then  one  in  his  office, 
shall  assemble  the  Librarie  Visitours, 
together  with  the  Keeper,  to  viewe  the 
mony  remaining  in  the  iron  chest,  and 
there  exhibit  in  writing  a  faithful  ac- 
count, of  all  his  receptes,  extractes  and 
expenses  that  yere  :  which  they  are  pre- 
sently to  audit,  with  a  diligent  inspec- 
tion into  euery  clause  and  branche: 
and  therewithall  before  they  part,  to 
returne  into  their  handes,  his  double 
keies  vnto  the  chest :  Which  with  his 

written 
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written  account  the  chief  Doctour  of 
the  Chaire,  or  if  he  should  be  absent 
the  principal  there  present  shall  after 
deliuer  to  the  newe  Vice-chancellour  in 
the  next  Conuocation  (which  is  for  that 
occasion  to  be  called  fourthwith,  when 
the  Doctour  shall  request  it)  and  there 
in  their  meeting,  he  shall  relate  by  worde 
of  mouth,  the  state  of  the  chest  and  of 
that  account :  and  the  account  it  self  in 
writing,  as  it  was  deliuered  vp,  shall  be 
presently  put  into  the  chest,  or  some 
other  place  of  safetie.  And  if  it  shall 
appeere  to  the  saied  Conuocation,  vpon 
the  Auditours  report,  or  in  any  other 
sort,  that  the  accountant  Vice-chancel- 
lour  very  loosely  regarding  the  religion 
of  his  othe,  or  his  owne  reputation, 
hath  wasted  or  mispent  some  deale  of 
the  treasure,  belonging  to  the  Librarie 
(which  for  the  eminent  dignitie  of  his 
person  and  place,  and  for  the  abundance 
of  trust,  that  we  are  alwaies  to  repose 
in  his  wisedom  and  willingnesse,  to 
administer  all  vprightly,  we  can  neuer 
be  induced  to  surmise  of  his  Steward- 
ship) 
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ship)  that  present  Conuocation  ought  to 
take  cognition  of  it,  and  to  taxe  it  with 
respect,  if  it  be  but  a  scape,  or  ouersight 
of  slender  moment  :  but  if  it  falle  out 
in  proofe  to  be  a  manifest  enormitie, 
their  autoritie  shall  stretche  to  censure 
his  offense,  according  to  his  merit  :  and 
in  all  our  former  actes,  constitutions 
and  decrees,  to  expounde  and  to  alter, 
to  abrogat  and  innouat,  to  adde  or  to 
diminishe,  and  to  prouide  in  all  euentes, 
for  the  indemnitie  of  the  Librarie,  as 
for  a  treasurie  to  Students  of  incom- 
parable worthe. 
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Sir  Thomas  Bodleys  Will 

IN  the  name  of  God  Amen.  I  Tho: 
Bodley  of  London  knight  being  now 
of  the  age  of  threescore  and  seauen 
complete  &  more,  in  good  disposition  of 
memorie,  though  weakely  affected  in  my 
health,  calling  to  minde,  that  as  death  is 
very  cirtayne,  to  all  ly ving  creatures,  soe 
the  houer  thereof  is  so  vncertayne  that 
I  ought  to  be  prepared  to  imbrace  it 
euery  moment,  in  regard  of  my  desire  to 
geue  good  contentation  to  my  kindred 
&  freinds  of  the  Epilogue  &  end  of  all 
my  Actions  in  my  life,  doe  therevpon 
make  &  declare  my  last  will  and  Testa- 
ment in  manner  &  forme  ensueinge.  First 
I  Commend  my  soule  to  the  hande  of 
God  the  Father  my  Creator  &  maker 
and  to  his  sonne  Jesus  Christ,  my  onely 
Sauiour  &  redeemer,  by  whose  death  & 
passion  &  by  no  other  meanes,  I  doe 
stidfastly  beleeve  that  haueing  finished 
this  course  of  mortalitie  on  Earth  I  shall 
F  2  after 
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after  lyue  with  him  in  eternall  felicitie. 
Secondlye  for  my  Bodye,  wheresoeuer  it 
shall  please  God  to  call  me,  It  is  my  will 
&  desire  to  haue  it  presently  transported 
to  Merton  Coll.  in  Oxon,  the  place  of 
my  first  education  in  learning,  there  to 
be  inteired  in  to  the  Coll:  Church  as 
I  may  perhapps  in  some  poynts  expresse 
hereafter  in  what  manner.  And  touching 
that  portion  which  I  must  leaue  behinde 
of  those  worldly  blessings  with  the  which 
God  of  his  goodnes  either  hath  alreadie, 
or  shall  hereafter  endow  me,  as  also  of 
all  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament,  I  doe 
appoynt  and  constitute  my  Executors,  my 
most  deare  and  worthi  freinde  Sir  John 
Bennet  knight  Judge  of  the  Prerogatiue 
Court,  &  my  singular  good  cousin  Mr. 
William  Hackwell  of  Lincolnes  Inne 
Counsailor,  of  whome  I  doe  hartely  re- 
quest that  they  will  accept  of  that  little 
token  of  my  louing  affection  which  I  shall 
geue  vnto  them,  &  see  those  Legacies 
deliuered  which  I  shall  giue  to  others,  ob- 
seruing  all  the  limitations  considerations 
&  conditions,  that  I  shall  either  specific  by 

this 
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this  my  last  will  in  writing  or  hereafter  by 
way  or  Appendix  or  Codicill  adde  here- 
vnto,  which  [my]  finall  entent  &  pur- 
pose is,  shall  stande  in  as  ample  force  & 
strengthe,  as  y f  the  same  were  fully  com- 
prehended and  expressly  here  sett-downe 
in  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament. 

[Some  specific  legacies  omitted.~] 

Vnto  cache  of  my  foresaid  Executors 
I  doe  bequeath  as  a  signe  or  peece  of 
a  signe  of  my  affectionate  loue  &  likeing 
fiftie  pounds  which  I  knowe  they  will 
esteeme  according  to  my  loue  &  not 
value  my  loue  according  to  my  legacie. 
Moreouer  I  doe  here  acquit  my  ancient 
&  speciall  good  frinde  Mr.  Will:  Gent  of 
Glocester  hall  in  Oxon,  of  whatsoeuer 
debts  or  summes  of  money  he  doth  owe 
me  by  bond  bill  or  otherwise.  And  doe 
bequeath  vnto  him  my  best  gowne  &  my 
best  Cloake,  &  the  next  gowne  &  Cloake 
to  my  best  I  doe  bequeath  to  Mr.  Tho: 
Allen  of  the  same  Hall ;  praying  them 
both  very  kindly  to  interprete  my  mean- 
ing to  be,  that  although  they  be  but 

tryfles 
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tryfles  &  needles  things  to  them,  yet 
fayne  I  would  that  by  wearing  such 
memorialls,  they  would  now  &  then 
record  &  refresh  vnto  themselues  the 
familiaritie  &  nearenes  that  hath  beene 
in  our  ffrendship.  To  Merton  Colledg 
in  Oxon  I  doe  geue  for  the  founding  & 
making  of  a  new  Chest  to  the  selfe  same 
vse  as  Reads  Chest  was  aunciently  insti- 
tuted in  that  Coll:  the  summe  of  two 
hundred  markes  in  money,  out  of  which 
my  meaning  is,  that  thirtie  pounds  sixe 
shillings  eight  pence  or  about  that  summe 
shall  be  bestowed  by  the  Warden  for  the 
time  being  &  the  fFellows  vpon  summe 
Chest  or  presse  for  the  same  purpose, 
with  three  lockes  of  seuerall  wardes  & 
three  different  keyes  to  the  same;  The 
residue  of  the  two  hundred  Markes  shall 
allwayes  continue  as  a  stocke  in  that 
Chest  or  Presse  to  be  imployed  as  the 
aforesaid  of  Read  to  the  like  vses  of 
the  Students  in  the  Colledge.  Alwayes 
prouided  that  vppon  the  receipt  of  the 
foresaid  summe  of  two  hundred  Markes : 
the  Warden  &  ffellowes  shall  enter  into 

bond 
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bond  to  my  Executors  :  to  frame  a  newe 
Booke  of  Statuts  such  as  [to]  them  in 
there  experience  shall  seeme  expedient 
for  the  safe  &  orderly  Custodie  &  gouer- 
ment  of  the  said  Chest  &  stocke  &  the 
same  to  be  performed  with  in  one  halfe 
yeare  after  the  payment  of  the  foresaid 
summe  of  Two  hundred  Markes. 

And  now  forasmuch  as  the  perpetuall 
preseruation  support  &  maintenance  of 
the  Publique  Librarie  in  the  Vniversitie 
of  Oxon  dothe  greatly  surpasse  all  my 
other  worldly  cares,  And  because  I  doe 
foresee  that  in  proces  of  time  there 
must  of  necessitie  be  very  great  want  of 
conueyance  &  stowage  for  Bookes,  by 
reason  of  the  endles  multitude  of  those 
that  are  present  there  &  like  hereafter 
to  be  continually]  bought  &  brought 
in,  I  doe  appoynt  and  my  will  is,  that  yf 
the  intended  present  plott  for  buylding 
the  newe  schooles  shall  proseede  in  such 
sort  as  the  same  is  all  readie  devised  by 
publique  consent,  then  ouer  the  tops  of 
those  two  stories  which  are  resolued  to 
be  the  hight  of  the  Scholles,  there  shall 

be 
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be  contriued  another  third  rome,  in  case 
it  may  be  performed  with  good  con- 
ueniencye  &  with  the  Vniversities 
approbation,  to  goe  in  compasse  round 
about  the  Scholes  &  so  meete  at  each 
end  in  two  Lobies  or  passages  framed 
with  some  speciall  comlines  of  work- 
manshippe  to  make  a  faire  enterance  into 
the  northe  &  Southe  corners  of  my  late 
new  enlargment  Estward,  for  there  will 
be  gayned  by  this  means  a  very  large 
supplement  for  stowage  of  Bookes  when 
the  two  Libraries  shall  be  fully  re- 
plenished, wherevpon  my  desire  is  here- 
with to  haue  it  vnderstood  that  whatso- 
euer  charge  this  Additament  of  mine 
shall  further  occasion  then  was  requisett 
in  respect  of  the  purposed  ffabrique  of 
the  Scholes  (always  reconing  the  rofe  to 
be  a  part  of  the  said  fabrique,)  shall 
come  vnder  the  accompt  of  my  expence. 
And  in  that  regard  I  doe  declare  &  devise 
that  my  Executors  shall  sell  all  my  free- 
hold lands  &  tenements  &  all  my  Annui- 
ties leases  goods  chatties  &  estate  what- 
soeuer  to  the  best  aduantage  they  can 

and 
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and  therewith  pay  my  debts  legases  & 
funerals.  And  that  the  totall  value  of 
that  which  shall  remayne  of  all  my  lands 
tenements,  goods  leases  annuities  rents 
credits  chatties  &  moueable[s]  whatso- 
euer,  my  debts  legaces  &  funerals  being 
first  discharged,  shall  come  to  &  be 
inioyed  by  the  said  Vniversitie  to  be 
wholly  imployed  as  they  se  cause  about 
the  ordering  &  augmenting  of  these 
Libraries,  but  cheifely  as  I  haue  signi- 
fied about  the  erecting  of  the  aforesaid 
third  story  &  then  afterwards,  for  soe  I 
do  determine,  about  the  raising  of  a 
faire  storie  case  to  make  the  ascent 
more  easye  &  gracefull  to  the  first  great 
Librarie,  and  thirdly  about  the  perform- 
ance of  some  bewtifull  enlargment  at 
the  west  end  of  the  said  Librarie  to- 
wards Exeter  Coll:,  to  remain e  still  afoote 
as  the  foresaid  third  story  till  in  proces 
of  time  the  occasion  to  put  them  in 
practise  shall  be  offered,  for  as  I  am 
persuaded  vppon  my  priuate  estimate 
of  the  remaynder  of  my  lands  goods  & 
chatties  &  of  the  totall  charges  where- 

unto 
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unto  these  buyldings  will  amount,  there 
will  be  a  summe  suffitient  left  both  for 
the  perfect  performance  of  the  said  three 
designes  &  for  a  competent  surplusage 
besids  to  be  kept  still  in  store  in  their 
publique  hutche  or  treasurie  for  such 
future  purposes  as  may  turne  hereafter, 
be  it  sooner  or  later,  to  summe  further 
bettering  of  the  structure  state  or  furni- 
tuer  of  the  said  Libraries ;  my  meaning 
is  moreouer  that  the  fore  mentioned 
third  story  &  the  west  enlargement  of 
the  ancient  Librarie,  shall  be  onely  fur- 
nished now  at  the  first  with  all  necessarie 
lights  &  boarded  floores  &  a  reseruation 
made  of  there  shelues  deskes  seates  & 
other  needefull  trimmings  to  be  added 
hereafter  when  time  shall  enforce  there 
vse  and  frequenttation.  Att  which  time 
I  doe  not  doubt  but  by  good  endeavours 
and  Gods  blessed  assistance  there  will 
be  meanes  enoughe  found  to  defray  that 
expence.  And  my  will  &  meaning  is 
that  all  such  bonds  &  things  as  I  haue 
in  the  name  of  Geo:  Comley  or  any 
others  in  trust  shall  be  put  into  the  In- 

ventarie 
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ventarie  of  my  goods  as  parcell  of  my 
Estate.  Ouerseers  of  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  I  do  nominate  &  consti- 
tute my  euer  assured  &  specill  frinde  Sir 
Henry  Sauell  knight  together  with  the 
Honorable  Sir  Raphe  Winwood  knight 
now  his  Majesties  Ambassador  in  the 
prouinces  vnited,  ordayning  to  be  geuen 
to  Sir  Henry  Sauell  a  standing  salt  of 
Syluer  dowble  guylt  with  my  armes  en- 
grauen  in  it  to  the  value  of  Twentie 
pounds,  &  to  Sir  Raphe  Winwood  all 
my  armor  in  my  Armorie  in  London  or 
wheresoeuer  els  it  may  happen  to  be 
placed  hereafter,  not  so  much  in  regard 
of  the  travell  &  paynes  that  they  may 
take,  which  I  may  soone  vndervalue, 
but  for  a  token  &  remembrance  of  our 
mutuall  loue  &  frindship,  most  instantly 
requesting  that  they  will  helpe  my  Execu- 
tors in  their  incident  occasions  &  so 
much  tender  the  performance  of  this 
my  last  Will  as  for  the  trust  I  repose  in 
there  kinde  dispositions  I  am  confident 
they  will. 

As  touching  my  ffunerals,  I  haue  an 

earnest 
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earnest  desire  that  my  body  should  be 
conuaied  from  that  place  whersoeuer  it 
pleaseth  God  to  call  me  to  Merton  Coll: 
in  Oxon,  to  be  buried  their  in  the  Coll: 
Church  &  whatsoeuer  corner  my  worthy 
freind  Sir  Henry  Sauell  now  Warden,  or 
the  Warden  and  fellowes  for  the  time 
being  shall  thinke  meete,  and  that  with- 
out any  chargeable  monument  but  of 
summe  kinde  of  playne  marble  such  as 
my  Executors  shall  best  approue,  and 
with  summe  Epitaph  &  Inscription  as  I 
may  happilye  my  selfe  leaue  in  writing 
hereafter,  or  shall  be  devised  by  the 
Warden  &  my  Executors  in  case  I  leaue 
it  vndone.  Vpon  the  day  of  my  burial  1 
I  doe  allowe  for  a  dinner  to  the  Warden 
&  sociatie  with  the  rest  of  the  said  Col- 
ledge  one  hundred  pounds,  the  same  to 
be  taken  in  the  Coll:  Hall  and  distributed 
into  messes  as  the  Coll:  Bowsers  with  their 
Wardens  consent  shall  hold  expedient, 
wherewith  all  my  meaning  is  that  the 
Vicechauncellor  and  Procters  all  the 
Heads  of  Colledges  &  Halls  with  the 
Beedles,  &  as  many  as  shall  weare  blackes 

being 
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being  present  at  my  funeralls  shall  be 
inuited.  I  would  haue  blackes  bestowed 
vpon  my  Executors  &  ouerseers,  vppon 
my  Brother  Laurence  Bodley,  vppon  my 
brother  Sir  Josias  Bodley,  vpon  my  Sister 
Sparry,  my  Nephew  Laurence  Bodley, 
my  neece  Willis,  all  the  seruants  of  my 
ffamilie,  the  Preacher  at  my  buriall,  the 
Warden  of  Merton  Coll:  for  the  time 
being,  &  all  the  ffellowes  of  the  same, 
together  with  the  Chaplines,  keeper  of 
the  vniversitie  Librarie  with  his  vnder- 
keeper  &  the  Portor,  allowing  every 
graduate  amongest  theis  suffitient  Cloth 
for  a  schollers  goune  &  hood.  To  the 
seruants  also  of  the  Coll:  &  such  other 
there  officers  as  reside  &  attende  con- 
tinually there,  I  doe  allow  either  gowens 
or  Cloakes  as  the  Warden  of  the  Coll: 
shall  aduise,  as  1  doe  in  like  manner  to 
such  as  happily  my  Executors  shall  thinke 
fitt  to  haue  allowance,  though  I  haue  not 
named  them :  for  myne  owne  seruants 
my  meaning  is  that  the  charges  of  as 
many  of  them  as  shall  be  present  &  doe 
seruice  at  my  funeralls,  shall  be  wholy 
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defrayed  by  my  Executors  in  regard  of 
there  going  &  comminge  from  the  place 
of  my  decease  to  Oxon.  To  as  many 
poore  Schollers  as  I  shall  be  yeares  old 
at  the  day  of  my  decease  I  doe  giue  and 
appoynt  that  day  to  be  worne  gounes  of 
good  blacke  frize  made  to  there  hands, 
or  of  summ  thicke  blacke  broad  Clothe 
yf  my  Executors  like  it  better.  Howbeit 
I  would  not  haue  the  whole  expence  of 
my  dinner  and  funerals  to  exceede  the 
summe  of  sixe  hundred  sixtie  sixe  pounds 
thirtie  shillings  &  fore  pence,  yf  so  be 
with  good  conueniency  it  may  be  so  ex- 
cused, which  is  also  to  much  in  regard 
of  selfej  but  that  I  accompt  such  a  dinner 
and  so  many  gownes  vppon  so  many  good 
frinds  deseruedly  bestowed. 

I  doe  further  here  ordayne  that  the 
summe  often  pounds  shall  be  at  the  same 
time  distributed  amongest  the  poorer  sort 
of  the  vulgar  people  that  are  of  the  Cittie 
of  Oxon. 

Lastly  my  will  is  that  my  blacke  Iron 
Chest  shal  be  put  in  oyel  coulers  (yf  it 
be  not  first  done  by  my  [selfe]),  and  then 

conveied 
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conveied  &  deliuered  to  the  Vicechaun- 
cellor  of  the  said  vniversitie  for  the  time 
being,  with  all  the  writings  &  deeds  that 
concerne  the  Conueyance  of  the  lands 
that  I  gaue  &  assured  of  late  vnto  them 
for  the  lasting  support  and  maintenance 
of  their  Librarie,  which  are  altogether  in 
a  boxe  in  one  of  my  studdies  in  London 
with  two  speciall  good  Padlocks,  which 
I  caused  to  be  made  of  set  purpose  for 
the  vse  of  the  foresaid  Chest,  accordinge 
to  that  which  I  haue  formerly  sett  downe 
in  a  drawght  of  Statuts  sent  vnto  them 
wherein  I  haue  also  signified  in  what 
manner  their  yearely  revenue  geuen  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  said  Libra[rie] 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  disposed. 

[Some  further  legacies  omitted^ 

And  for  that  this  my  will  I  hope  shall 
remayne  registered  of  record,  and  be- 
cause the  statute  of  Charitable  Vses  will 
euer  be  of  force  to  see  &  cause  this  my 
order  to  be  performed,  I  haue  rather  thus 
satisfied  the  said  trust  by  my  will  then 
by  deede  to  any  other  persons  in  trust, 

which 
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which  might  be  more  subject  to  casualtie 
&  losse.  Now  because  I  haue  sensible 
reasons  by  meanes  of  the  qualitie  and 
nature  of  my  infermities,  to  stand  in 
summe  doubt,  that  my  dayes  will  not  be 
prolonged  vntill  such  time  as  I  may  well 
be  able  to  sett  downe  a  sound  &  perfect 
proiect  in  to  whoes  hands  the  fore  said 
two  summes  of  fortie  &  twentie  markes 
shall  be  from  time  to  time  deliuered  & 
after  distributed  amongest  the  fore  said 
poore  people,  I  would  pray  my  Executors 
to  supplie  my  defect  in  that  regard  auc- 
torrie  [and  auctorize?]  summe  one  or 
more  persones  of  worthe  and  reputation 
to  vndergoe  that  care  and  charge,  where- 
unto  for  the  present  I  knowe  not  any 
more  fitt  persons  than  the  Proctor  and 
one  or  two  more  of  the  cheefest  in  office 
of  Exeter  Coll:  in  Oxon,  yf  they  would 
be  so  pleased  to  take  the  care  and  charge 
vppon  them,  allwayes  provided  (for  such 
was  the  will  &  desire  of  the  said  Henry 
Ball)  that  the  townes  men  neither  of 
OxonnorTotnes  shall  [by]  there  assigne- 
ment  or  otherwise  haue  the  dispocition 
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[or]  distribution  of  those  his  payments 
to  the  poore.  This  is  my  last  Will  & 
Testament,  which  because  I  haue  sett 
downe  without  the  aduice  of  any  lawyer 
or  the  direction  of  any  skilful!  person 
in  their  legall  proseedings,  I  do  there- 
fore make  request,  that  all  my  words 
and  manner  of  writings  herein,  may 
according  to  my  meaning  be  construed 
directly  and  in  vulgar  sense  as  I  haue 
indeauoured  to  vtter  it  with  all  kinde 
of  playnes  &  as  I  take  it  so  fully  to  my 
entended  purpose,  as  I  do  there  vpon 
reuoke  and  disauowe  all  other  my  former 
Testaments  and  whatsoeuer  can  be  pro- 
dused  by  any  person  or  persons  for  the 
informing  hereof  or  any  clause  poynt 
Appendixe  or  Codicill  that  I  shall  annexe 
to  this  hereafter.  In  witnesse  whereof 
I  haue  subscribed  and  Sealed  these  pre- 
sents with  my  owne  sickley  hand  this 
2.  of  Januarij  1612,  and  in  the  x  yeare 
of  his  Majesties  Raigne  of  England 
ffrance  and  Ireland  and  of  Scotland  the 
sixe  and  forteth. 

THO.  BODLEY. 
p.  see*  G  Signed 
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Signed  sealed  deliuered  and  published 
by  the  said  Sir  Tho:  Bodley  as  his 
last  Will  and  Testament  in  the 
presence  of 

William  Gosnall 

John  Waterhouse,  Scr. 

Issembart  Christopher 

George  Comley 

George  Bodley. 

A  Codicill  to  amende  the  last  Will  and 
Testament  of  me  Thomas  Bodley 
knight  viz. 

ffor  as  much  as  [by?]  the  Honorable 
and  extraordinarie  respects  countenance 
and  Comfort  which  I  haue  euer  more 
receaued  in  great  aboundance  from  the 
most  Reuerend  ffather  in  god  my  Lo: 
Archebishop  of  Canterbury  his  grace  in 
all  my  incident  and  needfull  occations, 
with  the  like  from  time  to  time  from  the 
Right  Honorable  the  Lo:  Ellesmere  Lo: 
Chauncellor  of  England,  and  likewise 
diverse  yeares  past  from  the  Honorable 
Sir  Edward  Cooke  Lo:  Chiefe  Justice  of 
the  Common  plees,  cheifely  in  regard  of 

his 
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his  learned  aduice  imparted  vnto  me 
about  the  securing  of  such  lande  to  the 
Vniversitie  of  Oxon  as  I  had  purposely 
purchased  and  conferred  vppon  them,  to 
continuate  the  maintenance  of  ther  pub- 
lique  Librarie,  1  am  greatly  encouraged 
to  become  a  most  instant  and  earnest 
Sutor  to  all  there  Lordshipps  to  grace 
me  so  much  more  as  to  vouchsafe  to  be 
ioyned  with  summe  other  of  my  freinds 
as  ouerseers  of  my  will  and  Testament, 
and  with  all  to  assist  and  support  my 
Executors  as  the  equitie  of  there  motions 
in  any  causes  of  mine,  for  I  doe  vtterly 
renounce  all  other  requests,  shall  from 
time  to  time  require,  This  is  I  confesse 
a  presumptious  request  to  personages  of 
there  calling,  in  respect  of  the  trouble, 
but  yet,  in  consideration  of  there  noble 
dispositions  to  extend  the  limitts  of  good- 
ness to  the  benefit  of  all  men  that  shall 
either  craue  it  or  neede  it,  I  doe  intreate 
it  as  a  speciall  fauour  at  their  Lordshipps 
hands,  and  beseech  them  to  accept  a 
simple  remembrance  of  my  gratitude  in 
that  behalfe,  bequeathing  to  there  Lord- 
G  2  ships 
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ships  three  little  drinking  boles,  made 
of  such  mettall  for  puritie  and  worthe  as 
best  might  represent  the  [in]tegritie  and 
puritie  of  there  counsailes  and  dealings 
in  the  course  of  all  there  Actions.  More- 
ouer  in  how  high  a  degree  I  haue  euer 
beene  bound  to  the  right  Reuerend 
ffather  in  God  the  Lo:  Bushoppe  of 
London  there  be  so  many  witnesses  of 
it  as  I  shall  but  labour  in  vayne  to 
endeauour  to  expresse  it,  and  for  the 
requitall  it  must  rest  in  his  owne  brest 
and  in  his  owne  conceipt  of  my  thank- 
full  disposition,  which  shall  neuer  faile 
his  Lordships  seruice  that  I  can  performe 
vnto  him  or  any  of  his,  how  longe  so- 
euer  the  Almightie  God  shall  be  pleased 
to  prolonge  the  number  of  my  dayes. 
This  I  would  declare  by  leauinge  be- 
hinde  summe  answerable  token  to  my 
zealous  affections  and  his  Lordships 
meritts,  but  that  I  knowe  right  well  it 
is  farre  from  his  expectation,  and  I  can- 
not satisfie  my  owne  desire  in  the  mea- 
suere  of  my  performinge  my  dutie  in  that 
kinde.  Neuertheles  to  manyfest  my 

readinesse 
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readinesse  and  to  geue  summe  little  por- 
tion of  contentment  to  my  minde,  I  be- 
queath vnto  his  Lordship  my  two  little 
spoone  boles  double  guylt,  together  with 
my  siluer  fruicte  basket,  that  comming 
now  and  then  to  his  Lordships  table,  he 
may  thereby  call  to  minde  how  much 
I  doe  honor  his  loue  vnto  mee  and  his 
incomparable  good  meaninge  in  his  pub- 
lique  purposes  and  proseedings.  And 
whereas  I  haue  lately  purchased  to  me 
and  my  heires  for  euer  an  annuitie  of 
fiftie  three  pounds  eight  shillings  fore 
pence  per  annum  of  one  Nicolas  ffortescue 
Esquire  as  by  the  deed  of  conueyance 
thereof  enroled  in  the  Chauncerie  may 
approue  [appear  ?],  I  doe  hereby  limitt, 
devise  and  appoynt  that  the  same  an- 
nuitie shall  be  likewise  sold  and  imployed 
by  my  Executors  to  the  vses  intents  and 
purposes  in  the  said  my  last  Will  and 
Testament  mentioned  and  expressed  ac- 
cording as  I  haue  limited  and  appoynted 
other  my  lands  and  personall  estate.  In 
witnesse  whereof  I  haue  to  this  present 
Codicill  set  my  hand  and  scale.  The 

22tll 
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22th  [altered  to  23rd  or  2yth]  day  of 
January  in  the  i  oth  yeare  of  the  raigne 
of  our  soueraine  Lord  King  Jeames  of 
England,  ffrance,  and  Ireland,  and  of 
Scotland  the  sixe  and  forteth. 

THO:  BODLEY. 

Signed   sealed   &  published    in   the 
presence  of 

Isembart  Christopher 
George  Comley 
George  Bodley 
Jo:  Waterhouse. 
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AD    LECTOREM. 


DIdici  ex  BODLEIO  Orationis 
mea  fatum,  &  facile  fero  post 
tantam  cladem,  leve  verborum 
damnum,  C?  iacturam.  Habe  igitur  (Lector) 
bane  Scripturam  devotissimam  sepulchro, 
qua  ideb  vixit  satis  diu^  quod  mori  potuit 
cum  BODLEIO.  Tu  autem,  quod  in  vero 
funere  fieri  deb  et,  dolor  e  tuo  vtere  pro  iudicio. 
Si  quid  in  ilia  forsan  spissum  videbitur,  & 
nubilosum,  illud  omne  argumento  imputa, 
quod  cum  solidum  foret,  &  grave,  proferre 
non  debuit  Orationem  diaphanam.  Exem- 
plum  in  illd^  aut  4pophthegma  non  invenies 
)  quam  ab  Ipso  (ita  solus  vicit 


ctenates  omnes,  &  Historiam  5)  &  ver  totem 
pro  stylo  concinno  leges,  qua  arte  omni^  & 
Rhetoricd  felicius  perorat.  Sed  brevis  est  3- 
si  bona,  fiet  perlegendo  lonpa  $  sin  mala, 
laudare  debes  propter  brevitatem.  Vale. 
Tu  verb  (Lector  Academice,  &  Auditor) 
tacitb  fave,  ne  voluptatem  illam  quam  bene 
audiendo  prius  ceperas*  maU  leemdo  pra- 

I,  I  '  O  •» 

postere  amittas. 
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VTinam,  Auditores,  vtinam  pari 
virtute,  &  progenie,  qua  homi- 
nes nati  sumus,  nasceremur  Ora- 
tores!  Vtinam  suadere  posset  vetus  Philo- 
sophia,  rationem  a  semine,  spiritumque 
a  corpore  proficisci !  Ita  enim  communi 
elemento  terras  vel  plurimum  gratulari 
possem,  qubd  eloquentiam  mihi,  quam 
ingenium,  natura,  vsus,  data  quasi  opera 
impie  negassent,  illam  pulvis,  &  fimus, 
fatum,  &  miraculum  benigne  largirentur. 
Qubd  ab  eodem  principio  terras  humani- 
tatis  meaj,  &  orationis  exordium  peterem ; 
qubd  argumento  potius  quam  arte  do- 
ctus  essem,  lutoque  vilissimo  plusquam 
igni  meo,  aut  animas  deberem.  Tali  scili- 
cet voto  &  prooemio  dicturo  mihi  opus 
est  (Auditores,)  sive  theatrum  meas  Causae, 
sive  patronum  me,  &  defensorem  intuear. 
Coelum  enim  vobis  ex  hac  Terra  invitis 
Mathematicis,  monstrare  oportet,  &  Im- 

mortalem 
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mortalem  Mortalem  in  hoc  Cadavere, 
major  Paracelsus,  conservare  debeo.  Si 
tamen  vitam  ipse,  &  spiritum,  gratiam 
&  venustatem  ab  hoc  ipso  Mortuo,  qu6d 
rar6  contigit,  non  peterem  forte  &  mu- 
tuarer,  non  video  quo  minus  de  homine 
simul,  &  Oratore  actum  esset,  itaque  Se- 
pulchri  hodierni  gloriam  ignava  mea,  & 
infami  lingua  minuerem  prorsus,  &  de- 
turparem.  Neque  ideb  quis  vestrum 
existimet,  quod  picta  aliqua  loquendi 
methodo,  aut  quadrate  Mercuric  vsurus 
sim, — Ad  populum  pbaleras :  deliciarum 
enim  studium  omne,  &  elenchos  aurium 
vitro  deposui;  non  leni  aura,  &  Zephyro, 
sed  turbine,  sed  procella  rapior,  &  in 
hisce  nsnijs,  luctuque  non  magis  harmo- 
nise studeo,  quam  Soloecismo.  Postquam 
enim  Venus  a^gra  Libitina  esse  ccepit, 
&  iratis  Parcis  frui  pro  Cupidine  ;  post- 
quam  dissidia  nuper  inter  se,  bellumque 
tohale  aluerunt  terrarum  Domini,  Na- 
tura,  &  Henricus,  Orbemque  totum  sua? 
cladis  nuncium,  &  hseredem  reliquerunt, 
perversus  vbique  rerum  ordo,  inversa 
vocabula,  eadem  sapientis,  &  insani  vox, 

mens 
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mens  eadem,  vnum  omnibus  palatum, 
nulli  suum;  nee  oculo,  nee  auri  con- 
vivium  datur,  sed  soils  lachrymis  sumus 
Epicuri.  Absit  igitur  (Auditores)  vt 
benevolentiam  vestram  implorem,  quam 
demereri  impium  est,  aut  attentionem 
illam  precibus  extorqueam,  quam  pru- 
dens,  sciens,  sanusque  deprecor.  Primam 
enim  mihi  gratiam,  &  benevolentiam  re- 
ponitis,  qubd  inviti  hue  omnes,  qu5d 
reluctantes  acceditis,  &  vel  turn  maxime 
esse  vos  attentos  credam,  vbi  animos 
vestros  alto  dolore  captos,  &  sepultos, 
nullo  latere,  aut  clamore  meo  excitandos 
senserim.  Quid  statis?  Abite  jam  si 
placet,  neglecti,  vel  si  mavultis  irati,  & 
prooemij  mei  contumaciam  fastu  vestro, 
&  absentia  vindicate ;  Manes  mihi  mod6 
BODLEIANOS,  nomenque  ejus  foecun- 
dissimum  concedite,  parturient  (credo) 
Auditores,  in  venient  Forum,  &  Populum, 
&  Senatum,  auresque  hominum  ignotas 
&  remotissimas,  quas  vita  olim,  famseque 
suse  ambitu  latissimo  conciliaverant,  eas 
morte  sua  vniversa  &  invicta  memoria 
absentes  ferient,  &  inficient.  Qupvsque 

mihi 
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mihi,  Marce  Tulli,  portenta  tua,  auritos 

lapides,  &  parietes   medius  fidius  exul- 

tantes  obtrudes,  arte  tua  magna,  &  Rhe- 

torica,  gloriose,  si  ego  hodie  maiora  ad- 

huc  monstra,  &  prodigia  recenseam,  id- 

rht         que  sine  mendacio,  &  hyperbole  ?  Lapi- 

schooi*      cjum  enjm  &  tectorum  coniugium  verum, 

Quad-  .  TVUI- 

5W5/e  m  consangumeas  arces,  genitamque  Biblio- 
buiiding.  thecam  pradico,  qua  nee  Orpheus  quid- 
quam  vidit  magis  animatum.  Vitam 
mortuorum  narro,  &  genium  sepulchri, 
vt  intelligatis  tandem  poenituisse  Natu- 
ram  hujus  funeris,  diemque  se  Natalem, 
&  nova  incunabula  vel  Fato  BODLEIANO 
concessisse.  Si  tamen  Fatum  hoc  dicen- 
dum  sit  vel  potius  victoria,  quod  famam 
eius,  animamque  precarib  liberavit,  vi- 
tamque  brevem  mutavit  pro  historia. 
Ad  quam  texendam,  tradendamque  tem- 
pori,  tanquam  fabulam  recitanti  mihi 
verecundia,  &  modestia  singular!  opus 
est.  Obruit  enim  sensum  humanum, 
tollitque  credendi  libertatem  BODLEIVS 
verus  j  &  suspecta  veritate  laborat  virtus, 
cum  exempla  omnia  humanitatis,  studij, 
benefacti,  &  pietatis  superauerit.  Quare 

mitiori 
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mitiori  orationi,  laudibusque  magis  tem- 
peratis  indulgendum  est,  ne  cum  de  illo 
singula,  praestantissima,  excelsissima,  lau- 
datissima  dicerem,  Annales  ejus  non  tarn 
prseconio,  quam  invidia  onerarem.  Quod 
vt  honestius  a  me,  &  liberalius  fieri  pos- 
sit,  pueritiam  ejus,  crudamque  astatem 
revocandam  sentio,  vt  fidem  vestram 
quasi  gradibus  quibusdam,  &  elementis 
dirigam,  &  instruam,  neve  saltu  &  im- 
petu  festinarem  ad  miracula.  Qupdque 
(augurio  bono)  primo  in  loco  Illi  in 
honorem  cedat ;  Parentes  ejus  magis 
Boni,  quam  Magni,  nee  ad  proverbium 
divites,  nee  de  fortuna  queruli,  tales 
autem,  qui  liberalis  familise  titulos,  & 
insignia  vitae  suse,  morumque  nobilitate 
magnifice  auxerunt.  Qui  cum  in  ilia 
tyrannide,  &  hujus  Insulse  calvitie  vixe- 
rant,  in  qua  fax  erat  pro  religione,  & 
vera  flamma  pro  ardore  spiritus  (probi- 
tate  sua  freti  &  conscientia  j)  legitimo 
furto,  &  pientissima  conspiratione  facta, 
sese  a  laniena  publica,  &  perenni  foco, 
non  improvidi  eripuerunt.  Hoc  Comite  j 
Hoc  consilio  j  His  auspicijs  j  quasi  pre- 

dicerent 
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dicerent  Filio  in  fuga  sua  transmarina, 
puerum  Insularem  futurum  olim  Virum 
vniversum.  Sic  tu  (B  o  D  L  E  i  E)  profectus 
es  aetate  minor,  vt  redire  posses  virtute 
maximus ;  Patriamque  tuam,  qua  tali 
exilio  honestius  carere  velles,  eo  animo 
deseruisti,  quo  multd  potius  haberi  mal- 
les  Christi  peregrinus  quam  indigena 
Idolorum  j  Pergis,  oberras,  latitas  : 

— Sic  tu  sub  Principe  dura^ 
Temporibusque  malis  ausus  es  esse  bonus. 
Qui  cum  annum  ageres  duodecimum,  & 
Genevenses  jam  prim6  salutasses,  literis- 
que  dedisses  operam,  Grxcsz  linguae  non 
tarn  auditor,  quam  speculator  habitus  es, 
vt  qui  explorares  potius  artis  angiportus, 
&  insidias,  quam  qui  rudimenta  prima, 
&  pra^cepta  disceres.  Cumque  postea 
libertati  simul,  &  religion  i  Augustissimse 
Eli^abetha  auspicijs  vacaret  Anglia,  red- 
ditus  est  nobis  exul  juvenis ;  cujus  tan- 
turn  in  conditione  &  fortuna  fuga  ali- 
quando  honesta  dici  potest,  &  liberalis. 
Neque  satis  ad  Devonian  suam  rediisse, 
&  Penates,  nisi  limina  Deorum  pulset, 
&  Academias;  adeb  facilis  cuiquam 

vnius 
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vnius  literulae  Metamorphosis  videbitur, 
Exonij^  &  Oxonij)  qui  ingenium  maluit 
colerequam  agrum,&  sapiential  imperium 
libentius  patitur,  quam  pecuniae.  Neque 
praeclaro  institute,  quod  multi  perperam 
arbitrantur,  sufficit  Oxonium^  nisi  pras- 
ceptorem  etiam  idoneum  &  appositum 
subministret :  quod  Tyroni  huic  adeb  fe- 
iiciter  successit,  vt  conspirasse  viderentur 
inter   se  Fatum  &  Consilium,  lutoque 
huic  Artificem,  &  a;tati  ejus  Monitorem 
destinasse.      Cuius    ingenij    spatio,    & 
torrenti   obvius   occurrit,   Doctissimus, 
Probatissimus,Reverendissimus////w/>^r/?-  The 
dus ;  (credo)  vt  experirentur  aliquando  den*  °J 
probitas  &  cultura,  vtrum  viginti  anno- 
rum  rectius  senecta,  an  juventus  dicere- 
tur.    Ita  solus  fecit,  solvitque  a^nigmata 
egregia   ille  Oedipus.     Postquam  ver6 
de  mora  longiori  consilium  ceperat,  in 
Societatem  Mertonensem  eruditissimam  Atmon 
se  recepit ;  in  qua  sic  vixit  suaviter,  &  Colk&- 
secure,  vt  omnem  illius  seueritatis  famam 
facile  contemneret,  suisque  legibus  viue- 
ret,  non  Collegij.     Atque  ide6  iure  op- 
tinio  (viri  Mertonenses)  vobis  ipsis  indul- 
p-  sew  H  gere 
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gere  &  favere  debetis,  qu6d  cum  Filios 
plurimos  vltra  attributum,  &  Epitheton 
doctos,  Ockamum,  Burleium,  Scotum^  alios- 
que  quos  Mater  Vestra  foecundissima 
olim  pepererit,  Natalibus  adhuc  vestris, 
iustasque  gloriae  seruati  fuerint  B  o  D- 
LEIVS  &  SAVILIVS:  Hie  cum  ante- 
actis  temporibus,  &  ingenioso  illo  seculo 
facile  conferendus,  Ille  posteritate  omni 
major  &  maximi  cuiusque  exempli  &  hi- 
storise  exemplum  adhuc  majus  &  historia. 
Quod  si  quid  ad  laudes  ejus,  titulosque 
faciat,  potuisse  invidiam  sustinere,  &  la- 
borem,  (ne  quid  deesset  Famse,  aut  oneri) 
munus  prim6  Procuratorium,  mox  Ora- 
torium  suscepit.  Sed  (vae  mihi !)  quod 
tanta  cum  constantia,  facundia,  &  do- 
ctrina  moribus  hominum  &  Rhetoricae 
imperaverit.  Nam  qua?  ego  cum  alijs 
collatus  sperabam  saltern  me  fecisse 
mediocriter,  cum  Ilium  respiciam,  ver- 
tuntur  mihi  omnia  in  contumeliam. 
Itaque  quse  sine  Illo  pessime  a  me  gesta 
sunt,  non  male,  cum  Jllo  quse  optime, 
vix  boni  consuluntur.  Vultis  Auditores 
jam  tandem  ex  vmbra  Hominem  pro- 

ferre 
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ferre  in  apricum;  vultis  a  Philosopho 
civem,  &  Academiam  transferre  in  Rem- 
publicamr  En  balnea,  £  lacrymas  suse 
Matris,  quse  comitantur  exiturum,  &  po- 
tuissent  forsan  (si  non  vtile  foret,  &  divi- 
num  consilium)  aut  tardasse,  aut  euer- 
tisse.  Et  jam  secundb  pius  transfuga 
videri  posset,  nisi  quod  Elijah etba  trans- 
fugam  nullum  fecerit,  multos  invenerit. 
— I  bone  quo  virtus  tua  te  vocat. — Perpende 
Galliam,  excute  Italiam,  vtramque  Ger- 
maniampercurre,conducetmultumsplen- 
dori  domestico  ornatus  exterus,  &  su- 
pellex  transmarina.  Quam  si  quis  vn- 
quam  sua^  patria?  gratus  attulit,  obtulit 
certe  BODLEIVS  gratissimam.  Qiii  in 
rerum  potius  ruin  a,  quam  statu  positus, EmhafStei- 
cum  annum  jam  Octogesimum  Octavum 
crocitarent  Mathematici,  regnumque  An- 
gliae  Fato,  &  figuris  vendidissent,  Jllu- 
stres  Provinciarum  Ordines,  vnus  om- 
nium, sic  ordinavit,  vt  Centonem  ilium 
Politicum,  &  foederatum,  texturam  brevi 
vnam,  &  integram  reddiderit.  Quo  quin- 
quennio  quasi  bellum  jam  prim6  silentio 
indiceret,  &  Pythagorse,  ita  omni  oc- 
H  2  casioni 
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casioni  literis,  colloquijs,  nuncijs,  ex- 
cubijs  occurrit,  vt  prudentia  Jlli  esset 
pro  iniuria,  &  quinquennalis  difficultatis 
exitus  novas  expeditionis  dies,  &  initium. 
Et  veluti  Parasite  illi  Plautino  man  da- 
tum estj — 7j  curre,  propera^  redi^  hhc^  iliac, 
vtrinque,  ita  eodem  pene  vestigio,  &  in- 
tuitu  Fridericum  Danite  J{egemy  Due  em 
Erunswicensem^  Lantpravium  salutat,  sua- 
det, redit ;  fecitque inermis  BODLEIVS 
sine  commentario,  quod  armatus  Ctesar 
multo  cum  verborum,  &  militias  volu- 
mine  j  Venit,  Videt,  Vincit :  multumque 
se  debere  credit  Fortuna  B  o  D  L  E  i  o 
non  ambienti,  si  suscipiat  illam,  &  au- 
thoritatem  alias  superbam,  aut  avaram 
temperantia  sua  &  humanitate  modere- 
tur.  Hac  fide  ad  Tertium  Henricum 
Gallia  Regem  missus,  ad  Quartum  desti- 
natus,  ad  Provincias,  &  Hispaniam  de- 
signatus,  vt  innotesceret,  hominem  com- 
positum  ad  gratiam,  &  amicitiam  posse 
in  ipsos  Reges,  &  Imperia  imperium 
exercere. 

Ardua  res  htec  est  opibus  non  tradere  mores. 
Scilicet,  ambitiosis,  ineptis,  timidis  diffi- 
cile 
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cile,  B  o  D  L  E  i  o  forti,  sano,  sequali,  non 
solum  facile,  sed  genuinum.  Atria  enim 
Regum,  domosque  supcrbas,  &  Imagines 
paulatim  declinat,  concursus  hominum 
exuit,  &  frequentias ;  seipsum  denique  & 
virtutem  quasrit  in  solitudine,  quasi  solus 
aliquandb  esse  potuit  B  OD  L  E  i  v  s,  qui  hu- 
mani  generis  pars  magna  fuit,  &  per  se 
semper  nomen  multitudinis.  Sed  quan- 
tum patiebantur  Fama,  &  necessitas, 
singularis  esse  incipit,  neque  amplius 
negotijs  excubat  publicis,  sed  benefactis. 
Nam  licet  actio  illius  nulla,  nedum  cogi- 
tatio  laude  sua  debita,  &  beneficio  care- 
rent,  egerent  tamen  diuturnitate  &  monu- 
mento ;  premium  ferebant  splendidum, 
&  opportunum,  verum  mortale  illud,  & 
vel  memoria  hominum,  vel  tempore  ex- 
tinguendum.  Altiora  Jlle,  &  nullo  cum 
mortalitatis  intervallo,  &  negotio  per-  Ltbrary- 
miscenda  cogitat.  Cum  jam  consilium 
novum  foedusque  icere  Academia  Oxo- 
niensis  Geniusque  BODLEIANVS.  The- 
cam  illi  subministrat  Oxonium,  Biblion 
dictavit  Deus.  O  ingenium  aeternitatis 
parens,  cerebrumque  Liberperum,  cui  vel 

invideat 
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invideat  Jupiter  Minervam  beatiorem ! 
Ad  quam  dicendam,  (Dicendam  autem  ? 
tacendam,  cogitandam,  admirandam!), 
Libro  potius,  quam  Oratione,  &  digito 
magis,  quam  lingua  opus  est.  ^dificia 
enim  ejusmodi,  harumque  structurarum 
molem  tenuis  papyrus,  multoque  tenuius 
ingenium  non  sustinent;  marmor  mar- 
mori  objiciendum  est,  novseque  extruen- 
dse.  sedes  in  gratiam,  &  memoriam  ex- 
tructarum.  Sed  quo  ^Erario?  quo  Au- 
thore ?  nempe  Mortuo  BODLEIO:  vt 
exprobraret  alijs  vitam,  &  avaritiam, 
dum  mortem  suam  esse  artificem,  &  in- 
geniosam  curaverit.  Cujus  rei  curam, 
votique  novissimi  rationem  cum  Claris- 
simi  Equitis  JOHANNIS  BENETI  ar- 
duae  virtuti,  &  labori  demandari  vellet, 
factum  potius  quam  propositum,  &  sedi- 
ficium  quam  institutum  credamus,  Vi- 
rumque  egregium  tali  oneri,  suisque 
laudibus  maturum,  &  opportunum  stu- 
dio omni,  &  benevolentia  prosequamur. 
Quod  superest  Academici  (quanquam 
quid  non  superest  superstite  Academia?) 
quid  non  semper  dicenti  superesset  pro 

BODLEIO 
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B  o  D  L  E  i  o  ?)  Lugeamus  fortiter,  non 
Jllius  fatum,  sed  nostrum,  misereamur 
Academiae,  solemur  Matrem,  &  Hecubam 
nostram,  qua?  vno  pradio  tot  Hectores 
amiserit.  Nee  vita  potuit  BODLEIVS, 
nee  morte  indigere,  nee  Coelo,  nee 
Sepulchre. 

Ampliat  tetatis  spacium  sibivir  bonus^hoc  est 
Vivere  bis,  vita  posse  prior e  frui. 

FINIS. 
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ORATIO  FVNEBRIS, 

Habita  in  Collegia  Mertonensi  a 

JOHANNE  HALESIO, 

A/r°  in  Artibus^  &  eiusdem  CollegijSocio^  Anno 

1 6 1 3  Martij  2  9°  ,•  quo  die  Claris simo  E- 

quiti  D.  THOM^E  BODLEIO 

funus  ducebatur. 

ORNATISSIME  TROCANCELLARIE, 

Clarisstmiy  Z)octissi?ni,  F'enerabiles  firi  : 

FAcietis  mihi,  uti  spero,  inauspicatse 
orationis   veniam,   si   quod   intus 
apud  me  diu  sum  commentatus,  & 
tacito  tantum  presagio  divinabam,  illud 
coram  apud  vos  hodierno  die  prsedicem  : 
videri  mihi  &  artium  &  ceterarum  rerum 
siremps  legem  esse,  idemque,  quod  reli- 
quis    omnibus,   Musis    etiam   literisque 
senium  &  interitum  imminere.     Non  re- 
fricabo   alicujus    antiquioris    seculi    in- 

fortunia : 
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fortunia :  ipsum  hoc,  quod  agimus,  in- 
cusabo  aevum,  reliquis  impendi6  infelicius. 
Nam  quam  tandem  setatem  majora  litera- 
torum  dispendia  afflixerunt?  Aut  quod 
vnquam  seculum  tot  tamque  continua 
doctissimorum  virorum  busta  funesta- 
runt?  Illam  auream  ubertatem,  illam 
sylvam  hominum  in  omni  artium  genere 
prcestantissimorum,  quam,  non  dico  ma- 
jorum  setas,  sed  pueritia  nostra  vidit 
florentissimam,eam  pene  omnem  juventus 
nostra  vidit  extinctam,  Whitakerum^  *Be- 
%ani)  ^anchium^  Eainoldum^  lunium^  addo 
etiam  alterius  licet  Musse,  Scaligeros, 
Lipsiumque,  cum  nondum  per  aetatem 
asstimare  potuimus,  (proh  dolor !)  ami- 
simus.  Scilicet  in  autumnum  quendam 
incidimus  multo  infelicissimum,  in  quo 
necesse  fuit  tantam  literarum  &  erudi- 
tionis  segetem  infringi,demeti,exarescere. 
Sed  nondum  penitus  animis  fracti  con- 
cideramus :  in  medijs  bustis,  fimeribus,  & 
exequijs  spem  tamen  aluimusimpudentem. 
Nimirum  subijt  animum,  nos  homun- 
culos,  ubi  salillum,  quod  habemus,  animse 
expiraverit,  totos  perire:  literas  verb 

immortale 
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immortale  fas  habere,  nullius  *evi  senio 
intermori,  nulla  invidia  carpi,  nulla  ob- 
livione  sepeliri.  Quippe  supererant  pre- 
stantissimi  viri,  &  in  rebus  agendis  nil 
nisi  immortale  cogitare  soliti,  qui  in  eo 
negotium,  in  eo  otium,  in  eo  vigilias,  in 
eo  etiam  somnum  reponerent  suum,  ut 
mortalitatem,  quam  literatis  depellere 
non  possent,  ab  ipsis  tamen  literis  pul- 
cherrimis  consilijs  &  operibus  propul- 
sarent.  Sed  dum  nobis  faciles  adblandi- 
remur,  &  infelicium  literarum  miseram 
solitudinem  cogitationibus  istis  sola- 
remur :  nescio  quce  solatijs  nostris  insi- 
diata  invidia,  vt  nihil  amplius,  non  spei, 
non  specula?,  fieret  reliquum,  subit6  nobis 
subduxit  hunc  magnum  Musarum  patro- 
num,  &  Academic  nihii  prater  charissimi 
capitis  triste  desiderium  reliquit.  Ergo 
omnes  illi  benign issim^e  naturae  flores,  illi 
perennes  inexhausta?  munificentix  fontes 
exaruerunt  >  Ergo  excellentis  animi  orna- 
menta,  &  vigorem  immortalem,  tot  divi- 
nissimarum  cogitationum  foecundum,  tot 
annorum  virtutes  dies  una,  hora,  mo- 
mentum abstulit?  Certe.  Potuit  infir- 

mitas 
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mitas  &  conditio  mortalitatis  nostrae, 
potuit  incerta  fortuna,  certissima  natura  : 
ausim  immutare  verba  mea,  &  sic  melius 
errare  :  potuit  incerta  natura,  certissima 
fortuna,  quas  nullo  cum  judicio  in  rebus 
versatur,  nullo  ordine  &  examine  miscet 
fata,  confundit  merita;  potuit,  inquam, 
aliorum  ignobile  &  inutile  senium  im- 
proba  vivacitate  usque  &  usque  fatigare  : 
huic  verb  brevem  exigui  spiritus  auraeque 
communis  usum  invidere,  qui  si  annis 
Nestorem  asqudsset,  nobis  tamen  fuisset 
in  immaturis.  lis  enim  qui  aeternitatem 
cogitant,  &  sese  amplissimis  operibus 
posteritati  transmittunt,  quae  potest  esse 
non  immatura  mors  ?  Nam  arcti  &  com- 
pressi  pectoris  mortales,  queis  una  cura 
brevem  vitam  caducis  laboribus  fatigare, 
ut  vivendi  causas  quotidie  finiunt,  ita 
singulis  diebus  efferuntur :  at  vegeta  & 
experrecta  indoles,  cui  is  labor,  ea  quies, 
meditari  amplissima,  &  magnifice  cogi- 
tata  splendidissimis  factis  honestare; 
nulla  illi  mors  non  repentina  est,  ut  quae 
fundantem  arces  &  castella  molientem 
opprimat,  &  inceptas  turres,  &  imperfecta 
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moenia,  &  semper  inchoatum  aliquid  in- 
terrumpat.  Erat  hoc  BODLEII  nostri 
fatum  iniquissimum :  quern  prasclarissi- 
morum  operum,  aliorum  quidem  com- 
potem,  aliorum  verb  candidatum,  oppres- 
sit  ultima  necessitas,  coegitque  tot  labores 
in  sulco  quasi  &  semine  destituere.  Nos 
verb  quid  aliud  Divinam  Majestatem 
votis  votisque  poposcimus,  quam  ut  ipsus 
longa  pietate  munus  nutriret  suum; 
quam  ut  sub  ipsius,  tanquam  saluberrimi 
sideris  aspectu  tea  beneficij  seges  in  ari- 
stam  quasi  &  fructum  maturesceret  ?  Sed 
ita  averse  numine  vota  nuncupavimus, 
ut  non  mod6  nihil  annorum  apponeretur, 
sed  nee,  quse  postrema  solet  esse  de- 
functorum  felicitas,  accederet  in  fimere 
laudator  disertus.  Nolebam  equidem, 
Viri  Gravissimi,  &  certe  iniquissimum 
esse  ducebam,  illam  ex  omni  bonarum 
artium  ingenio  collectam  perfectionem, 
illam  munificentiam,  quam  non  mod6 
moribus  nostris  non  expressam,  sed  vix 
libris  descriptam  habemus,  illas  reliquas 
virtutes  plane  divinas,  quas  integras 
oportuit  magnis  &  decoris  ingenijs  re- 

servari, 


ii2  0  ratio  funebris. 

servari,  in  unius  ingenioli  alea  periclitari. 
Sed  quoniam  qui  in  hac  tristissima  rerum 
facie  moeroris  partes  habent  primas, 
silentij  legem,  quam  luctui  suo  gravis- 
simo  indixerunt,  meo  non  concedunt : 
solabor  me  obsequij  necessitate,  &  quum 
vobis  rem  ipsam  non  potero,  propensam 
tamen  emetiar  voluntatem. 

Mihi  verb  Summi  Viri  laudum  im- 
mensum  pelagus  ingressuro,  mirari  subijt 
eos,  qui  quum  in  prseclarissimorum  viro- 
rum  laudibus  versentur,  atque  omnes 
vndique  bonae  famas  auras  ambitiosiiis 
colligant,  null  is  tamen  libentius  vela 
implent,  quam  quas  aut  fortune,  aut 
patrias,  aut  natalium  splendor  emittit. 
Equidem  ego  ilium  sterilem  verae  soli- 
da^que  laudis  semper  habui,  ad  cujus 
glorias  cumulum  augendum,  aut  patrias 
celebritatem,  aut  familioe  nobilitatem 
oportebat  accedere.  Neque  enim  pras- 
stantissimos  viros  minus  honorifica  cogi- 
tatione  prosequi  aequum  est,  quia  Romas 
non  nascantur,  aut  Athenis,  aut  quia 
familias  parentdsque  in  honore  famaa  & 
monumentis  non  legantur  :  ut  nee  solem 
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&  sidera  minoris  ducimus,  quia  puros 
illos  coelestdsque  orbes,  qui  ilia  nobis 
exhibent,  oculorum  acie  non  consequa- 
mur.  Nam  ut  corpora  sana  &  integri 
sanguinis  ex  ijsdem  speciem  accipiunt,  ex 
quibus  vires :  ita  verus  ille  virtutum 
profectus  non  adscititio  pigmento,  sed 
illo  ipso,  quo  alitur,  succo  nitet.  Si  qua? 
tamen  sint  apud  erudites  locorum  privi- 
legia,  is  profecto  locus  reliquis  longe 
praslucet  omnibus,  qui  votis  Academic 
felicissimo  illustrium  ingeniorum  pro- 
ventu  responderit .  Atque  ha^c  B  o  D  L  E  1 1 
nostri  patria  fuit.  Is  enim  terrarum 
angulus,  cujus  felicissima  vbertas  cele- 
berrimos  literarum  triumviros,  luellum, 
J^ainoldum^  Hookerum^  eduxit,  BODLEI  VM 
etiam  nobis  dedit;  providentia  quadam 
sic  dispensante,  vt  qu^e  patria  tantos  da- 
ret  Marones,  hunc  etiam  daret  Macenatem. 
Laudabunt  ergo  alias  terras  amoena  pra- 
torum,  la^ta  segetum,  densa  sylvarum : 
hanc  verb  reliquis  omnibus  literata  fer- 
tilitas  sternum  reddet  beatiorem.  In 
familias  BODLEIAN^  pra^conijs  non 
tarn  gentilitiam  dignitatem  numerarim, 
p.  2684  i  (quanquam 
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rhe  (quanquam  fuit  ilia  perillustris)  quam 
f*mjfy  »f  qu6d  fuerit  pietatis  laude  florentissima. 
Nam  quum  agerentur  ilia  fimestissima 
tempora,  quum  humanitatem,  propriam 
illam  religiosorum  Deam,  nusquam  ma- 
gis  quam  apud  religiosos  desideraremus ; 
cum  aut  subeundas  essent  aut  adorandas 
cruces,  &  pietati  nusquam  esset  nisi  in 
fuga  perfugium :  linquenda  censuit  pien- 
tissimus  vir,  hujus  Nostri  pater,  & 
domum  &  terras  &  placentia  pignora, 
maluftque  incertam  exterorum  humani- 
tatem experiri,  quam  se  certissima?  dome- 
sticorum  crudelitati  committere.  Fugien- 
tium  parentum  lateri  hsesit  individuus 
comes  lulus  hie ;  parvus  lulus^  cui  jam 
turn  in  literis  regnum  quoddam  fata 
destinabant.  lam  cujus  est  miraculi, 
religionis,  cujus  vix  per  astatem  sensum 
habuit,  poenam  subire  ?  Cui  demum 
animo,  non  dico  molli  &  tenello,  sed  ro- 
busto  plane  &  exercitato,  calamitates  illse 
frangendo  non  fuissent  >  Ille  tamen  frui 
miserijs  &  exinde  animos  viresque  reci- 
pere,  &  omni  illo  tristissimi  exilij  tsedio 
ad  pr^eclarissima  incepta  abuti.  Fre- 
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quentare  nobilissima  gymnasia,  ambire  Geneva. 
illustrium  hominum  familiaritates,  audire 
celeberrimos  artium  linguarumque  pro- 
fessores,  Beroaldum  in  Grascis,  Chevalerium 
in  Hebrasis,  etiam  in  sanctiore  ilia  &  au- 
gustiore  theologia  Calvinum  &  Betym, 
quorum  auditoria  jam  duodecimannorum 
auditor  implebat.  Neque  vero  quisquam- 
fingi  a  me  Cyrum  aliquem,  potius  quam 
tradi  putet,  &  ad  BODLEII  virtutes 
exequendas,  votum  magis  quam  historiam 
commodari.  Nam  quid  post  natam  in- 
juriam  factum  est  iniquius,  quam  ad 
suam  imbecillitatem  aliorum  vires  exi- 
gere?  Sunt  enim  magnorum  fluminum 
fontes  navigabiles,  &  generosioris  arboris 
statim  planta  cum  fructu  est.  Recolligite 
potius  animis  omnia  ilia  apud  antiques 
prsematuras  industrial  miracula:  Augustum 
jam  annorum  duodecim  aviam  pro  rostris 
laudantem  :  Tarpam^  Pliniumque  jam  an- 
norum quatuordecim  tragoedias  scripti- 
tantes :  nam  aut  me  fallit  divini  ingenij 
admiratio,  aut  nihil  habent  ha^c,  vnics 
illi  tot  linguas  percipiendi  industrial 
comparandum.  Nam  cuius  est  laboris 
i  2  sermoni 
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sermoni  illi,  quern  jam  nascentes  haurie- 
bant,  aut  rhetoricum  cultum,  aut  poeti- 
cum  nitorem  dare?  Immo  omnis  ilia 
artium  exercitatio,  quid  habet  tot  lin- 
guarum  txdio  par  ?  Atkenis  vna  cum  lo- 
quela  artes  ipsas  arripiebant :  Roma  cum 
Latinis  Grasca  conjunxisse  summa  voto- 
rum  erat.  Nos,  quibus  patrij  sermonis 
paupertas  nihil  prestat  artium,  nisi 
Latinis)  Gracis,  Hebreeis^  Gallica^  Italica^ 
Htspanica  addamus  insuper,  nihil  egimus. 
Adeo  nobis  major  exantlandus  labor  in 
aperiendis  fontibus,  quam  illis  in  tra- 
nandis  fluminibus :  illis  expeditius,  vni- 
versum  artium  iter  absolvere,  quam  no- 
bis primas  semitas  aditusque  recludere. 

Quamobrem  Anglorum  licet  res  saspe 
f  uerint  multumque  turbatse,  B  o  D  L  E  1 1 
tamen  glorise  &  emolumento  nunquam 
magis  compositas  quietseque  iverunt.  Sed 
quum  domi  tempestates  &  procellse  de- 
tonuissent?&  SerenissimasPrincipis  divino 
beneficio,  restinctis  animorum  incendijs, 
foro  fax,  templis  sanctitas,  juri  integritas, 
omnibus  salus  esset  restituta :  protinus 
collecta  est  quas  toto  fuerat  orbe  sparsa 

ruina. 


Oratio  funebris.  117 

ruina,  cujus  magna  pars  BODLEIVS 
noster.  Reversus  itaque  Musarum  alum- 
nus &  Centum  puer  artium^  nihil  habuit 
antiquius,  quam  beneficum  aliquod  sidus 
experiri,  cujus  influential  maturantis  il- 
lapsu,  commissa  solo  semina  in  segetem 
&  solidam  frugem  adolescerent.  Sin- 
ceram  itaque  &  integram  adolescentiam 
suscepit  formandam  magnus  Theolo- 
gorum  Dux,  Humfredus :  ilium  intueri  President 
eruditus  tyro,  ilium  mirari,  sub  illo  toto 
pectore  artes  honestas  arripere  :  vt  vel 
hinc  satis  esset  conjecture  quanta  mox 
cum  gloria  esset  in  Musarum  castris  ver- 
saturus,  qui  sub  tantis  Imperatoribus 
prima  faceret  stipendia,  ad  tanta  exempla 
tenerum  tyrocinium  exigeret.  Quid  in- 
finitum  laborem,  &  quotidianam  medi- 
tationem,  &  in  omni  artium  genere  exer- 
citationes  loquar  ?  Etsi  enim  quod  olim 
Seneca  de  Nilo,  Nilus  per  septcna  ostia  in 
mare  emittitur^  quodcunque  ex  his  eligeris^ 
mare  est :  illud  ego  de  septemplici  artium 
Nilo  dixerim,  septenis  canalibus  tanquam 
ostiis  in  disciplinarum  mare  emittitur^ 
quodcunque  ex  bis  elegeris  mare  est^  &  solum 

omnibus 
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omnibus  turn  temporis  turn  diligentiae 
momentis  occupandis  sufficit :  ille  tamen 
amplius  quid  divino  molimine  meditari. 
Non  est  visum  satis  vno  artium  rivulo 
tingi,  sed  vniverso  literarum  Oceano 
imbui :  non  vnam  selegit  artem,  quam 
sibi  tanquam  sponsam  jungeret,  sed  com- 
mune disciplinarum  flumen  tentavit, 
omnium  artium  pulcherrimo  comitatu 
pectus  implevit,  &  vt  in  aciem  omnibus 
armis  instructus,  ita  in  Scholas  omnibus 
artibus  armatus  exijt.  Ha;  magnificat 
cogitationes  B  o  D  L  E  i  o  authores  fue- 
runt,  vnicis  Merloni  a^dibus  reliqua  Mu- 
sarum  templa  postponendi.  Nam  quum 
videret  in  reliquis  amplissimum  illud  per 
singula  spaciandi  desiderium,  angusto 
vnius  profession  is  gyro  infringi,  hie  ver6 
licere  tanquam  in  latissimo  aequore  im- 
plere  vela,  &  toto  ingenio  vehi :  visum 
est  hunc  Mertoni  campum  aliorum  semitis 
&  convallibus,  amputate  illi  disciplinae 
&  abscissa^  latam  hanc  &  magnificam  & 
excelsam  anteponere.  Fertur  enim  magni 
animi  torrens  non  vt  fontes  angustis  fistu- 
lis,  sed  vt  latissimi  amnes  totis  convalli- 
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bus ;  Saxa  devolvit,  pontem  indignatur, 
ripasque,  nisi  quas  ipse  sibi  facit,  agnoscit 
nullas.  Istis  itaque  asdibus  inseri  &  am- 
bivit  &  obtinuit,  quarum  castigatissimas  The  glories 
discipline  debentur  totius  Europse  in-  °f 
genia  celeberrima.  Nequeo  temperare 
mihi  quo  minus  matri  mex  felicissimam 
vbertatem  gratuler.  Cui  enim  deberit 
literae,  ilia  in  omni  disciplinarum  genere 
clarissima  lumina  ?  in  Theologia,  Wicle- 
fum^  Scotum^  Occbamum  ?  in  Opticis  Can- 
tuariensem  ?  in  Physicis  Burlaum  &  Suisse- 
tum  >  ilium  turn  in  humanis  turn  divinis 
aetatissuas  facile  principem  Bradwardinum> 
Excipietis  me  forsan  aliquo  aurium  con- 
vitio,  dicam  tamen  plane  quod  sentio. 
Politissima  hec,  quse  fertur,  setas  non  tam 
veram  literature  faciem  prsestat,  quam 
ilia  quas  incultior  audit  &  inornatior. 
Illam  multarum  linguarum  scientiam, 
quod  nostri  seculi  est  palmarium,  ad- 
junctam  licet  habeat  laudem  preciaris- 
simam,  ab  ipsis  tamen  doctrinarum  aris 
atque  adytis  arcendam  censeo,  nee  vltra 
pronaum  admittendam.  Quid  enim  ? 
Rerum  scientia  est,  non  vocularum.  llli 

fortibus. 
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fbrtibus,  nos  fulgentibus  armis  praslia- 
mur.  Apud  illos  cultissimum  fundum, 
vberes  oleas  video,  &  verum  robur :  apud 
nos  lilia  &  violas,  hortorum  amoenitates, 
quincuncem,  sterilem  platanum,  tonsas- 
que  myrtos.  Immo  hxc  ipsa  astas,  quae 
doctissima  audire  ambit,  si  quando  veri- 
tatem  remotis  inanibus  notis  rerumque 
pompa  investigandum  habet,  illos  tan- 
quam  Democriti  puteum  consulit,  apud 
illos  omnem  vbertatem  &  quasi  sylvam 
sentiendi  sapiendique  libens  agnoscit. 
Ij  enim  in  selectissimis  turn  theologis  turn 
philosophis  arcem  tenent,  non  qui  e 
philologie  spacijs,  sed  qui  e  Scholarum 
officinis  instructissimi  prodierunt.  Sed 
non  est  idem  semper  disciplinarum  vultus. 
Nam  vt  reliqua  omnia,  ita  &  liters  sua 
habent  momenta,  suas  periodos,  nee  ea> 
dem  omnium  seculorum  palato  sapiunt. 
Agrestem  ilium  &  quasi  impexum  prio- 
ris  asvi  horrorem,  politioris  a^tatis  lima 
reformavit.  Secutum  est  doctrinarum 
varietatem  Athenaeum  nostrum,  &  huic 
etiam  literarum  elegantias  ornanda^  eduxit 
decora  ingenia.  Nam  vt  omittam  eos, 

qui 


Oratio  funebris. 


121 


qui  supersunt  adhuc,  &  exornant  seculi 
nostri  gloriam,  quorum  laudibus  libera 
posteritas  plenum  testimonium  prolixe 
cumulatdque  reddet :  vt  omittam  eos, 
quorum  ingenijs  si  dignum  theatrum,  si 
scena  accessisset,  in  primis  locum  habuis- 
sent :  vt  omittam  etiam  eos,  qui  magna 
cum  gloria  literario  pulveri  civiles  su- 
dores  miscuerunt :  vel  vnicus  hie,  quern 
lugemus  defunctum,  solus  a^dium  nostra-  ?OTVtrs' 
rum  nomen  famas  insereret,  si  in  hunc 
vsque  diem  laudis  &  honoris  luce  caruis- 
set.  Quam  enim  ille  artium  regionem 
non  magnis  itineribus  peragravit  ?  Quo 
non  penetravit  ilia  ignea  vis  ?  Aut  quis 
ita  affectavit  singula,  vt  is  implevit  vni- 
versa  ?  subtilia  matheseos,  obscura  Phy- 
sices,  sublimia  Metaphysices  non  illi  de- 
gustata  leviter,  sed  penitus  digesta.  O  in- 
credibilem  industriam,  quae  ita  singulis 
inservire  potuit,  per  vniversa  districta, 
&  vniuersa  suscipere  in  singulis  occupata ! 
Nee  verb  ille  passus  est  divinum  inge- 
nium  quendam  quasi  in  opaco  situm 
ducere.  Nam  vix  exceperant  a^des  nostra^ 
parturientem  rosam,  &  ilia  statim  in 
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calathum  fimdi,  &  tota  rubentium  folio- 
rum  ambitione  pandi.  Sic  enim  oportuit 
consummatissimum  juvenem  famam  in- 
gredi :  non  difFerre  tyrocinium  in  sene- 
ctutem,  sed  fructum  studiorum  viridem  & 
adhuc  dulcem  promere,  &  prima  ilia  quasi 
gemmantis  indolis  ingenijque  germina 
famse  populoque  ostendere.  Quamobrem 
in  ipsa  quasi  studiorum  incude  positus, 
&  primarum  tantum  artium  laurea  conspi- 
cuus,ctyro%f;porov>jro5-  efftisissimo  totius  ^edis 
concursu,  Grsecarum  literarum  profes- 
sorem  sese  renunciavit.  Non  enim  is  est 
inani  scientias  opinione  subnixus,  vt  hodie 
non  nemo,  qui  si  tria  verba  sapiat  e 
Lexico,  statim  sibi  Suidas  uidetur  aut 
Hesychius :  omnem  dialectorem  varieta- 
tem,  illam  incredibilem  verborum  &  com- 
positionum  fcecunditatem  penitus  me- 
moria  comprehenderat  imbiberatque. 
Statim  itaque  exploratae  vtilitatis  res  ado- 
levit  in  exemplum,  quod  ne  in  posterum 
interiret,  prudentissimi  viri  prsemijs  & 
stipendijs  caver unt.  Sed  enim  industrial 
BODLEIAN,*-  admiratio  ita  me  totum 
occupavit,  vt  mihi  prope  morum  &  pro- 

bitatis 


0  ratio  fun  eb  ris.  123 

bitatis  oblivionem  induxerit.  Videri 
solet  multis,  scio,  inter  hasc  tanta  indu- 
stride  &  ingenij  prasconia  probitatis  lans 
habere  frigus  quoddam.  Mihi  ver6,  etsi 
in  omni  vitas  nostras  summa,  primum  in 
moribus  ponendum  calculum  existimem, 
tamen  nescio  quo  modo  honestas,  in  ilia 
sublimi  &  plena  spirit  us  natura,  lumen 
quoddam  habere  videtur  &  nitorem,  qui 
in  illis  inferioris  subsellij  ingenijs  non 
lucet.  Probitas  enim  ssepe  simplicitate 
quadam  naturae  constat,  improbitas  in- 
genio.  In  illis  enim  quibus  aut  condi- 
tionis  iniquitas  occasion es  subduxit,  aut 
tenuis  &  angusta  ingenij  vena  facultatem 
non  ministrat,  exilis  laus  est  esse  mo- 
derates, esse  modestos :  ij  ver6,  queis  in- 
genium,  facultas,  astas,  occasio  lenoci- 
nantur,  si  intactos  seculi  contagio,  si 
illibatos  mores  prsestiterint,  quos  plausus 
merentur?  quas  prasconia?  Atque  hxc 
laus  B  o  D  L  E  i  o  nostro  fere  peculiaris 
est.  Nam  sic  profecto  est:  postquam 
omnia  summorum  virorum  exempla  evol- 
verimus,  vix  millesimus  quisque  evasit 
adolescentias  senectaeque  juxta  integral. 

Illi 
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Illi  ipsi,  quos  non  sine  stupore  legimus, 
Tkemistocles  &  Scif  tones ^  aetatis  suas  inte- 
gritatem  non  nisi  prascerptam  vitijs  pras- 
rloratamque,  maximis  rebus  gerendis 
transmiserunt.  Hie  verb  astatis  suae  lu- 
bricum,  quum  nondum  mores  in  tuto 
essent,  adolescentiam,  quae  nulla  vnquam 
placuit  sine  venia,  ad  maxima  obeunda 
munia  illssam  &  sacrosanctam  conserva- 
vit.  Quod  si  quid  habeant  coelestes  cum 
mortalibus  contubernij,  si  non  prorsus 
veri  vana  magnorum  effata  authorum 
ferantur,  casta  ilia  &  nullis  contacta 
vitijs  pectora  Deos  ipsos  maxime  habere 
familiares  :  quem  prssidentes  studijs  Di- 
vae  propius  audirent  ?  Cui  magis  artes 
suas  aperiret  familiare  numen  Minerva  ? 
Nunc  tandem  mirari  desino  ita  pleno 
numine  Musas  ipsi  affuisse.  Itaque  non 
mod6  Atbenas^  sed  &  totum  illi  Orientem 
indulserunt.  Omnia  enim  ilia  seu  sacra 
Hebraorum,  seu  secreta  Cbaldceorum^  seu 
quicquid  habet  Syria  reconditi,  omnia 
illi  qua^sita,  meditata,  evigilataque  erant. 
Quanti  ver6  studia  ista  etiam  in  alijs 

^•— :      A    .  r  J. 

asstimant,  quamque  ruerit  eorum,  qui 
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hisce  literisindustriam  suamconsecrarint, 
sinus,  portus,  prasmium,  exemplum :  ut 
alijs  claris  testimonijs  saepe,  ita  insigni 
illo  palam  fecit,  quo  eruditum  Drusium 
de  his  studijs  notum,  &  accivit,  &  fami- 
liariter  habuit,  cujus  &  fovit  studia, 
&  necessitatibus  subvenit,  quern  etiam 
discedentem  amicissime  viatico  est  pro- 
secutus.  Rem  non  eminentem  quidem 
dicturus  sum,  sed  tamen  solida  veraque 
cognitione  maximam.  Erat  in  Archivis 
nostris  Hebrseis  conscripta  literis  syn- 
grapha,  negotij  olim  cum  ludasis  habiti 
testimonium.  Erant  literulse  vacillantes 
illae  &  perverse  Rabbinorum,  &  chara- 
cteris  morositati  accesserat  etiam  tem- 
poris  injuria,  quse  incertos  t  ant  urn  apiices 
reliquerat,  &  e^rjjA*  literarum  capita. 
Diu  itaque  neglecta  jacuit,  ut  Sibyllas 
folium,  cui  arbitri  &  interpretis  lumen 
deesset.  Vbi  ver6  hie  Noster  ingenij 
quadam  face  illuxisset,  statim  patere 
clausa,  lucere  tenebrosa,  &  redire  quasi 
evanescens  scriptura,  ut  quse  vix  oculis 
olim,  nunc  prope  manibus  tenerentur. 
Est  hoc  fortassis  minoris,  sed  tamen 
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numeri.  Qusedam  enim  minima  quidem 
sunt,  sed  tamen  non  possunt  nisi  £  maxi- 
mis  proficisci.  Non  enim  ilia  solum 
pulcherrima,  &  omnibus  expressa  colori- 
bus  tabula,  sed  &  minima  linea  Apellem 
loquitur:  Neque  hxc  tantum  maxima 
rerum  compages,  sed  nee  culices,  nee 
fbrmicas,nec  vermiculi  ab  alio  potuerunt, 
quam  ab  infinita  ilia  Majestate  proficisci. 
Ego  vobis,  Auditores,  in  ilia  pra^claris- 
sima  vita^  BODLEIAN^  summa  non 
talenta  tantum,  aut  minas,  sed,  si  liceret, 
singulos  etiam  sestertios  numerarem. 
Equidem  nihil  dicam  temere,  ea  tantum 
loquar,  quae  viri  maximi  asternis  litera- 
rum  monumentis  consignarunt.  In  homi- 
chrysost.'mnibus praclarissimis)  non  solum^  qua  specio- 
frocem- '"  sissima  sunt^  &  omnium  oculos  convertunt^ 
tenere  nos  debebant^  sed  &  ilia  quotidians 
necessitates  rnunia^  T;  e^>ayoj',  xcti  TTOTS 
£ff)O,yov,  -TTOTS  SKoBitrcLv  y.Ai  TTOV  efiaoiirctv  J 
Nam  ut  in  omnibus  intentaner  vis  cythara, 
ita  in  magnorum  hominum  actionibus 
summa  infimis  incredibili  quodam  con- 
sens  u  concentuque  respondent :  &  altas 
mentis,  qua?  in  maximis  splendet,  radius 

quidam 
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quidam  &  velut  aa-at/yaw^t  in  minimis 
elucet. 

Sed  quid  ego  pluvias,  ut  inquit  Pin- 
^  aquas  colligo,  sese  vndique  vivo 
gurgite  offerente  ?  Ilia  B  o  D  L  E  1 1  in- 
dustria  plusquam  humana,  ilia  tot  lin- 
guarum  artiumque  infinita  comprehensio, 
doctos  tantum  egit  in  stuporem :  at  ilia 
incredibilis  morum  suavitas,  ille  in  con- 
gressibus  gestuque  toto  lepos  &  veluti 
Atticismus  quidam,  doctos  indoctosque 
juxta  cepit.  Sunt  quibus  lucubrationum 
intemperies  &  pertinacia  quicquid  est  in 
moribus  lastum  carpit,  &  omnes  amoenos 
ingenij  succos  ebibit.  Tristes  evadunt 
&  difficiles,  &  dum  se  studijs  humanitatis 
applicant,  ipsi  prope  fiunt  inhumani.  No- 
ster  vero  continuata  studia,  quorum  per- 
dius  &  pernox  satagebat,  infinita  venu- 
state  quadam  &  quasi  quintd  parte  nectaris 
imbuere  j  &  cum  se  totum  Musis  conse- 
crasset,  luci  tamen  &  amicis  &  congressi- 
bus  dare  nihilo  secius.  Vnda  &  ilia 
supervacua  literarum  &  amoena  artium 
diverticula  discere,  non  habuit  insuper  : 
inspicere  eos,  quorum  ars  in  manuum 

vultusque 
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vultusque  indicijs  dijudicandis  versatur, 
scire  quicquid  oneirocritici  somniant 
de  insomnijs,  istis  demum  in  conventi- 
bus,  tanquam  honesta  quadam,  &  festiva, 
&  erudita  alea  lusitare.  Hanc  autem 
vtramque  quam  induerat  personam,  ita 
summo  egit  cum  judicio,  ut  nihil  severi- 
tati  ejus  hilaritate,  nihil  gravitati  huma- 
nitate  detraheretur.  In  illis  ver6  quasi 
supremi  cceli  disciplinis,  quantus  fuerit, 
quam  anquisite  sollicitdque  prudentium 
consulta,  Hippocratis  oracula,  divina 
Theologorum  scrutatus  fuerit,  reveren- 
tius  erit  integrum  illibatumque  secretis 
vestris  cogitationibus  reservari,  quam 
carptim  brevitdrque  perstringi.  Illud 
ver6  intactum  preterire  non  possum,  quo 
&  altioris  eruditionis  gloriam,  &  amoeni 
ingenij  laudem  reportavit.  Nam  quum 
in  exteris  Academijs  ingenij  cultum  ca- 
peret :  &  incesseret  desiderium,  homi- 
num  de  se  voluntates  &  judicia  explo- 
randi,  quantumque  ipse  posset  in  luris 
scientia  experiundi:  placuit  publice  sui 
specimen  exhibere,  &  in  celeberrimo 
prudentium  conventu  aliquid  controversi 

luridicorum 
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Inridicorum  more  discutere.  Quam  rem 
ita  omnibus  absolvit  numeris ;  eo  judicio 
Authorum  expendit  opiniones,  eo  acu- 
rnine  in  intimos  recessus  penetravit,  ea 
denique  autoritate  sententiam  tulit,  ut 
qui  Scsevol^e  &  Vlpiani  audiebant, 
BODLEIVM  purpura  &  supremis  illius 
scientix  titulis  &  insignibus,  propensis- 
simis  animis  &  suffrages  cuperent  irent- 
que  ornatum.  Sed  non  ego  ilia  publici 
juris  faciam,  quas  ipsi  visum  est  sui  tan- 
turn  pectoris  sacrario  committere  :  Ho- 
nores  illos  attingam  potius,  in  quibus 
libera  turn  Academic  turn  rei publican  judi- 
cia  est  expertus.  Nam  judicij  in  rebus  mo- 
derandis  satis  amplum  testimonium  dedit 
Vniversitas,  cum  eum  incredibili  omnium 
ordinum  consensuProcuratorise  dignitatis 
ornamentis  honestaret :  Literarum  ver6 
elegantise  mult6  amplissimum,  cum  ilium 
Publici  Oratoris  munere  ornaret,  quo 
ille  sic  est  perfunctus,  ut  sibi  ad  illam 
divinam  omnium  artium  TTAVOTT^IOLV  non 
defuisse  ostenderet  rhetorum  vineas  & 
pluteos,  &  reliquam  eruditam  vim  &  op- 
pugnandarum  aurium  apparatum.  Haec 
«-.  »654  K  autem 
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autem  summa  licet  apud  nos  sint  munera, 
quorum  ilia  setas  capax,  erant  tamen 
pulcherrimis  illis  cogitationibus  inferio- 
ra.  Nam  quum  videret,  quanta  dignitas, 
quanta  majestas,  quantum  denique  nu- 
men  esset  civilis  prudentias,  noluit  ulte- 
rius  in  istis  officiorum  ludicris  &  umbra 
velitari,  illosque  ad  veram  pugnam  natos 
lace rt os,  levitate  jaculi  aut  jactu  disci 
vanescere.  Protinus  ergo  Germanium, 
Galliam,  Italiam  peragrare,  pulcherrimis 
exemplis  imbui,  inde  prudentias  haustus 
bibere,  inde  civilium  rerum  usum  sumere, 
quern  mox  in  negotijs  &  concilijs  prsesta- 
ret.  Neque  verb  ilium  divina;  spes  & 
cogitationes  fefellerunt.  Vix  enim  re- 
versus  est,  &  statim  nobilissimas  obire  le- 
gationes,ad  Fredericum  serenissimumZte/# 
Regem,  lulium  Ducem  Brunsvicensem^ 
Guilelmum,  Hassia  Lantgravium,  Henri- 
cum  Christianissimum  Galliarum  Regem, 
funestissima  ilia  Gallicanse  Reipublicse 
tempestate,  qua  Guisianorum  scelere  & 
furijs  acta  Regia  Ci vitas  clementissimum 
&  immeritissimum  Regem  expulit,  & 
pudendo  exemplo  ultima  impulit  rerum 
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vitaeque  suas  discrimina  experiri.  Hue 
accedat  celeberrimum  illud  apud  Foede- 
ratarum  Provinciarum  Ordines  actum 
quinquennium,  quo  turbatis  pacem,  dis- 
persis  ordinem  dedit,  quicquid  flamma- 
rum  incensi  animi  conceperant,  extinxit, 
&  si  quas  tempestates  concitatae  suspi- 
cionibus  mentes  portendebant,  serenavit. 
Hoc  illud  tempus  est,  quo  honoratissimo 
Viro  per  Serenissimam  Principem  &  re- 
liquam  Procerum  manum,  quas  ipsi  assi- 
debat  ad  gubernacula,  amplissimum  fidei 
prudentia^que  testimonium  factum  est. 
Nam  quum  ilia  Legatorum  pene  lex  sit, 
ex  prsescripto  tantum  agere,  &  velut 
prasformatas  infantibus  literas  persequi, 
&  ut  Grszci  dicere  solent,  quern  mater 
amictum  dedit,  solliciti  custodire:  Ille  so- 
lus nihil  fere  monitorum  accipere,  suis 
tantum  niti  radicibus,  &  dominus  rerum 
temper umque,  trahere  consilijs  omnia, 
non  sequi.  Hasccine  vobis  levia  aut  lu- 
dicra  videntur,  induere  regum  personas, 
indutasque  agere?  Voluntates  Princi- 
pum,  quas  intelligere,  immo  subodorari 
ssepe  nefas  est,  divinare  &  feliciter  an- 
K  2  tecedere  ? 
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r>.  cm-  tecedere  ?  At  non  est  visum  sic  Honora- 
c>cT/L  tissimo  Seni^  qui  turn  temporum  Principis 
totiusque  Reipublicse  gratia  est  subnixus. 
Ille  vnicum  mirari  BODLEIVM,  summis 
apud  Principem  laudibus  ornare,  dignis- 
simum  ferre,  qui  consilijs  &  secretis  in- 
tersit,  immo  illud  in  animo  moliri,  ut 
BODLEIVM  sibi  in  officio  collegam 
renunciaret.  Sed  quum  Illustrissimus 
Vir,  qui  in  ea  scena  rerum  in  Principis 
populique  favore  partes  agebat  multb 
maximas,  BODLEIVM  importunis  ubi- 
que  oneraret  laudibus,  quas  non  cessa- 
bant  nimium  ingeniose  malevoli  magis 
in  aliorum  prsejudicium,  quam  in  ipsius 
honorem  conceptas  interpretari :  accen- 
dit  ea  res  potentissimos  semulos,  quibus 
obstinatum  in  posterum  B  o  D  L  E  1 1  ho- 
nores  infringere,  &,  si  quid  ipsi  decerne- 
retur  honorifici,  intercedere.  Ego  ver6 
te,  B  o  D  L  E  i  E,  non  ilium  magis  auspi- 
catum  puto  egisse  diem,  quo  Galliam, 
Daniam,  Germaniam  nobilissimis  lega- 
tionibus  peragrares,  quam  quo  libero  de 
dignitate  tua  hominum  maximorum  judi- 
cio  fruerere.  Turn  enim  omnes  lega- 

tionum 
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tionum  &  honorum  titulos  supergressus 
es.  Ambire  enim  &  gerere  honores 
summos,  pessimi  &  possunt,  &  saspe  so- 
lent.  At  frui  opinione  optimorum, 
haberi  omnibus  titulis  &  honoribus  par, 
is  solus  potest,  quern  vera  virtus  internis 
hominum  conscientijs  fecit  commenda- 
tissimum.  Quamobrem  cum  eo  jam 
cardine  prudentissimus  vir  res  suas  verti 
comperisset,  linquendas  censuit  incertas 
artes,  &  non  semper  sinceras  magnatum 
amicitias,  removendum  se  a  sollicitudi- 
nibus  &  curis,  &  necessitate  quotidie 
aliquid  contra  animum  faciendi :  statuit- 
que  in  loca  pura  atque  innocentia,  &  in 
aliquod  pulcherrimum  quietis  Lintemum 
concedere.  Quod  divinum  B  o  D  L  E  1 1 
consilium  postquam  innotuisset,  quam 
aegre  >  qua  contentione  ?  quo  nisu  obti- 
nuit?  quam  ei  pene  patria  manum  in- 
jecit?  Iterum  offerre  sese  celeberrimse 
legationes,  iterum  Gallia  vocare,  iterum 
Germania^  nobilissima  BODLEIAN^: 
virtutis  arena,  iterum  tituli  &  honores. 
Sed  obduruerat  contemptor  ambitionis 
&  infinite  cupiditatis  frsenator  animus, 

maluitque 
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maluitque  secretus  &  consecratus,  liber 
ab  invidia,  procul  a  contentionibus, 
famam  in  tuto  collocare,  verumque  ho- 
norem  in  hominum  judicijs,  quam  titu- 
lorum  splendore  reponere.  Quantam 
vobis  hasc  divinas  mentis  admirationem 
excitant  >  Nam  post  damnum  temporis 
&  spes  deceptas  impetu  quodam  &  in- 
stinctu  qua^rere  secretum,  &  hominum 
famam  contemnere,  cum  te  prius  fama 
hominesque  contempserint,  facile  est. 
Sed  cum  ambit  &  quasi  procatur  honor 
&  secundus  Magnatum  favor,  deliberare 
&  causas  expendere,  vtque  suaserit  ratio, 
honoris  aut  secreti  consilium  capere 
vel  ponere,  ingentis  animi  est.  Quam- 
obrem  te,  B  o  D  L  E  i  E,  vt  actionis  flore,ita 
&  secession  is  tua?  opportunitate,  divino 
consilio  vsum  arbitror.  Est  enim  illud 
sapientis  viri  &  in  omni  optimi  civis 
officio  versati,  finem  quoque  dignum 
optimo  viro  &  opere  sanctissimo  facere, 
&  scire  quando  desinendum.  Merito 
sua  riserunt  secula  Domitium  jlfrum^  qui 
cum  olim  fori  princeps  fuisset,  tandem 
ver6  senectute  fractus  quotidie  aliquid 

autoritatis 
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autoritatis  perderet,  &  versari  tamen  in 
orationibus  &  rostris  vellet,  opportuni 
scommatis  occasionem  fecit,  malle  eum 
deficere^  quam  desinere.  Nostro  ergo  curse. 
fiiit,  priusquam  in  has  astatis  veniret  in- 
sidias,  receptui  eanere,  &  in  portum  in- 
tegra  nave  pervenire,  &  desinere  cum 
desideraretur.  Atqui  insita  ilia  coelestis 
vis  nullo  potuit  secreto,  nullo  secessu 
infringi :  sed  vt  nobiliora  animalia,  si 
caveis  includas,  effervescunt  magis ;  ita 
ignea  mens  eo  magis  incaluit,  quo  an- 
gustiore  gyro  coerceretur.  Non  enim 
ociosa  res  est  aut  quieta  magnificus  ani- 
mus, nee  qua?  importuna  quadam  mode- 
stia,  &  veluti  probitate  gaudeat.  Inquies 
est,  effhenata,  contumax,  mutat  indu- 
striam,  non  intermittit;  pascitur  operi- 
bus,  reficitur  curls,  &  quod  alijs  labor, 
illi  natura  est.  Rem  itaque  aggreditur 
BODLEIVS  nee  dicendam  nee  silendam 
sine  cura.  Nam  cum  memoria  recoleret 
Academiam  gentemque  togatam,  curas 
olim  suas  &  amores ;  videretque  vetu- 
statem,  non  privatam  aliquam  partem, 
sed  ipsa  insignia  atque  infulas  Academic 

invasisse  : 
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old  invasisse :  &  locum  ilium,  quern  Musse 
rary.  tam  manifesto  ac  praesentes,  quam  Par- 
nassum  ac  Helicona  insident,  non  modo 
blattas  &  tineas,  sed  prope  vepres  & 
cautes  &  avia  occupasse :  cogitavit  non 
mod6  de  hominibus,  sed  de  tectis  ipsis 
bene  mereri,  sistere  ruinas,  pellere  soli- 
tudines,  &  ingentia  opera,  eodem  quo 
extructa  sunt  animo,  ab  interitu  vindi- 
care,  Musisque  quas  priorum  temporum 
immanitas  expulerat,  quasi  spiritum  & 
sanguinem  &  patriam  refundere.  lam 
ver6  quam  hoc  magni  animi,  quam  au- 
gusti,  non  vnum  aliquem  liberalitate 
demereri,  sed  totius  literati  orbis  ambitu 
munificentiam  terminare  ?  Deum  ipsum 
imitari,  &  beneficia  non  hominibus,  sed 
humano  generi  pra^stare  ?  simul  omnia 
perfundere,  vtque  sol  &  dies,  non  parte 
aliqua,  sed  statim  totum,  nee  vni  aut 
alteri,  sed  omnibus  in  commune  proferri  ? 
Quinetiam  vt  Regij  tantum  muneris  erat 
viam  hanc  prim6  disciplinis  aperuisse, 
librosque  publicelegendos  exhibuisse:  (sic 
enim  literatis  Pisistratus,  Xerxes,  Seleucus, 
Ptolemceus  omnium  primi  consuluerunt) 

ita 


Oratio  funebris.  137 

ita  quoscunque  accendit  imitationis  ardor 
tanta  implere  vestigia,  regias  plane  muni- 
ficentise  erant  &  divinas.  Patimini,  ob- 
secro,  Academici  doctissimi,  me  Merto- 
nenstbus  meis  iterum  eeleberrima  fama; 
gloriasque  nostras  lumina  gratulari. 
Propemodum  enim  nostra  est  &  peculiaris 
felicitas  Bibliothecas  sumptibus  excitare, 
&  ingenijs  implere.  Nobis  enim  debetis 
Kempium  ilium  magnum  Archipraesulem, 
cujus  gratissimam  memoriam  ad  omnes 
aras  &  pulvinaria  solenni  pietate  &  offi- 
cijs  prosequimini.  Hie  vobis  in  excelsa 
ilia  pyramidum  &  elegantissimi  operis 
mole  extruenda  immensos  sumptus  ex- 
hausit ;  nee  in  extruenda  mod6  celeber- 
rimam  posuit  operam,  sed  &  quingentis 
insuper  instruxit  voluminibus,  &  intus 
argumenti  scripturasque  precio  nobilis- 
simis,  &  extra  argento  aurdque  operose 
fulgidis.  Quas  omnia  cum  in  triumphum  The  »w 
barbarian  &  inscitiae  cessissent,  hinc  tan-  Lthrav- 
quam  e  Kempij  cinere  exortus  BOD  LEI  v  s, 
ita  omnia  multb  prasstantioribus  reponi 
curavit,  vt  ideo  cecidisse  videantur,  vt 
hie  egregius  vindex  &restitutor  accederet. 

Cogitati 


138  Oratio  funebris. 

Cogitati  operis  gloriam  celeritatis  leno- 
cinium  commendavit.  Nee  enim  is  erat, 
apud  quern  longis  &  accuratis  precibus 
erat  vtendum,  aut  qui  promissa  gravate 
praestaret,  &  imputanti  similis.  Ilium, 
demerendis  hominibus  natum,  quisquam 
vthortetur?  quisquam  vt  admoneat  ?  vt 
instiget  ?  eadem  opera  auras  vt  vigeant, 
ignes  vt  caleant,  maria  vt  effluant,  super- 
iiuus  instigator  admoneret.  I  lie  enim 
statim  communicare  Academicis  consilia, 
accersere  peritos,  &  ne  videretur  bene- 
ficio  pondus  quaerere,  statim  aggredi. 
Memini,  semperque  meminero  illius  diei, 
cum  revertentium  a  consilio  publico  ma- 
jorum  meorum  sermonibus  puer  inter- 

essem.     Quis  turn  erat  omnium  ardor  ? 

^^~*         .       . 
qui  sermo  ?    Venisse  in  consessum  hono- 

ratissimum  virum;  orationem  habuisse, 
qualem,  Deus  bone !  quam  magnificam  ? 
operam  Academise  cumulatissime  promi- 
sisse,  &  immensos,  quos  vndique  infinitis 
sumptibus  comparaverat,  librorum  the- 
sauros  coram  Academic  donasse.  Qu«e 
fuit  illius  diei  la^titia?  quis  totius  civi- 
tatis  concursus  ?  quse  vota  pene  inseren- 

tium 
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tium  coelo  manus?  Sic  enim  afFecti 
fuimus,  quasi  turn  demum  veram  Aca- 
demiae  faciem  intueremur,  &  nunquam 
antea .  Nihil  dicam  ambitiosius  augendas 
rei  causa,  vtinamque  non  sim  minuendae. 
Rei  literariae  rationibus  nemo  vnquam 
melius,  nemo  opportunius  ivit  consultum. 
Nam  qui  in  haec  postrema  incidimus 
tempora  atque  pessima,  vt  in  rebus  civi- 
libus  nihil  vidimus  vsitatius  quam  invsi- 
tata  flagitia,  ita  in  disciplinis  infandam 
sensimus  tentari  crudelitatem,  &  deter- 
rimis  nunquam  auditam  seculis.  Parum 
scilicet  in  poenas  notae  crudelitatis  fuit : 
non  est  satis  damnatas  esse  ferro  manus 
&  pedes,  terga  flagris,  cervices  laqueo  & 
securibus  :  in  ea  qua;  ab  omni  patientia 
rerum  natura  subduxit,  in  hominum  in- 
genia,  in  disciplinarum  monumenta  sae- 
vire,  nostrse  setatis  specimen  est.  Nam 
qui  pietati  &sanctioribusliterisabolendis 
sacramento  dixerunt,  postquam  nihil 
fraudis  artiumque  infamium  reliquerint 
intentatum,  sentiunt  tamen  sese  nihilo 
secius  ita  durissimis  confligere  condi- 
tionibus  atque  vltimis,  vt  rebus  non 

possint 
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possint  succurrere  desperatis,  nisi  in 
omnia  antiquitatis  testimonia  involent, 
&  prasclarissimorum  virorum  monu- 
mentis  infandam  vim  &  manus  inferant : 
pristina  ingenia  alia  extinxerunt  penitus, 
alia  mutilarunt,  alia  fa^ce  &  scoria  infe- 
cerunt,  omnia  immundo  contactu  pol- 
luerunt.  Dij  talem  terris  avertite  pestem. 
Sed  enim  labes  ilia  &  funesta  discipli- 
narum  pestis,  qua^  ubique  pra^la  occu- 
paverat,  irrepserat  in  Bibliothecas,  nee 
jam  secretis  molitionibus,  sed  palam 
multitudine  &  authoritate  munita  voli- 
tabat,  nullis  potuit,  ne  Vulcanijs  quidem 
armis  penitius  confodi,  quam  est  per 
BODLEIVM,  confecta  atque  trucidata, 
quum  tutissimum  illud  Scriptoribus  asy- 
lum consecraret.  Quamobrem  grassentur 
qua  volunt  Possevinus  &  Gretserus,  qui  in 
corrumpendis  libris  dominantur:  cudant, 
recudant,  inhibeant,  corrigant,  corrum- 
pant,  corrodant,  B  o  D  L  E  1 1  tamen  im- 
mortalis  munificentias  divinum  munus 
inviolata  antiquorum  monumenta  omni 
posteritati  dabit.  Sed  dum  vobis  im- 
pensiiis  faveo,  qua^  ego  &  quanta  pra^ter- 

mitto  ? 
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mitto  ?  Perpetuos  illos  &  opimos  reditus, 
quibus  operis  sui  asternitati  prospexit : 
leges  illas  &  saluberrima  instituta,  quibus, 
quantum  erat  humanas  opis,  hominum  & 
temporum  injurijs  ivit  obviam :  reliqua 
ilia,  qua2  singula  etiam  dispensata  justi 
voluminis  instar  exigunt?  Facile  enim 
sentio  orationis  meae  taedium,  &  longa^ 
attentionis  vestra?  martyrium.  Sed  quid 
faciam  >  aut  quern  ego  statuam  orationi 
meas  finem,  quum  hie  beneficijs  statuat 
nullum>  Instat  &  onerat  priora  se- 
quentibus,  nee  satis  actum  putat,  nisi 
suis  immensis  sumptibus  futurorum  li- 
beralitatem  invitet.  Nam  quum  amplis- 
simum  prioris  seculi  opus  posterorum 
munificent  ia  feliciter  angustum  fecisset, 
regijs  plane  impensis  amplissimo  auxit 
frontispicio ;  cui  cum  vltimam  manum 
imposuisset,  Divina  Majestas  eum  coelo 
vindicavit,  ne  post  illud  immortale 
factum,  mortale  aliquid  faceret.  Enim- 
verb,  B  o  D  L  E  i  E,  fuerit  ha^c  maximo 
operi  tuo  debita  veneratio,vt  novissimum 
esset :  fuerit  etiam  fortassis  felicitatis  tue 
pulcherrimo  operi  immori :  At  quid 

Reipublica^ 
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Reipublicas  respondebimus,  quam  tra- 
ctasti  ?  quid  Academias,quam  instaurasti, 
qua?  in  medijs  tuis  Mausolans  &  monu- 
mentis  &  bibliothecis  te  cogitat,  te  de- 
siderat :  qua?  te  ut  insigne  quoddam 
naturae  monumentum  suspexit,  te  omni 
artium  supellectile  instructissimum,  ut 
vivam  &  spirantem  bibliothecam  semper 
habuit.  Cui  jam  nostrum  sudabit  in- 
genium  >  Cui  literulas  nostras  placere 
gestient?  quicquid  dixerimus,  quicquid 
meditabimur,  quia  ille  non  audit,  mutum 
videtur.  Monumenta  ilia  quidem  atque 
beneficia  manent,  a^ternumque  manebunt, 
nee  vlla  vnquam  labascent  innumerabili 
annorum  serie  &  fuga  temporum.  Sed 
admirabiles  illos  &  spirantes  amores, 
quibus  Academiam  prolixissime  est  am- 
plexus,  fidelibus  icti  desiderijs  quasrimus. 
Nam  qui  dissimulare  possumus,  quas  ille 
curas  in  causis  negocijsque  Academicis 
susceperit  >  Quam  ilia  vltima  deficientis 
spiritus  momenta  circa  solam  Acade- 
miam habuerit?  Nam  cum  certus  ob- 
eundi  media  jam  morte  teneretur,  &  de 
ilia,  quam  Scholis  Publicis  imponere 

statuerat? 
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statuerat,    coronide    sermo    incidisset : 

Ero,  inquit,  si  vixero,  ipse  prcestabo,  smlast™ordlt 

Q.<       /•       •  f  •  7        T         r    •  f  and  death. 

mihi  altqmd  accidat  bumamtus^  testamento 
cavebo.  Atque  hie  cum  aliquis  ex  intimis 
novas  vires  &  longam  salutem  voto  magis 
quam  spe  ominaretur :  Immb  verb^  ego, 
inquit,  morior.  Nam  quamdiu  mihi  cor 
vegetum  mansit  &  erectum^  vita  spemfovi: 
at  nunc  mihi  ipsum  cor  labascit,  &  mors 
certissima  imminet.  Tibi  cor  vt  labascat, 
B  o  D  L  E  i  E,  aut  vnquam  illud  pulcherri- 
morum  conciliorum  domicilium  frigus  & 
torpor  vt  occupet?  Tuumne  6  presi- 
dium nostrum  &  dulce  decus,  frigidum 
&  exangue  corpus  tenemus,  videmus,  & 
charissimam  nobis  sanctissimamque  me- 
moriam  postremis  officijs  hodierno  die 
prosequimur  ?  Tdne,  quern  deum  quen- 
dam  &  parentem  statuimus  fortune,  no- 
minisque  nostri,  intuemur  hodie  sine 
nomine  cadaver,  truncum,  cineres,  nihil  ? 
Atque  ille  quidem  obijt,  plenus  annorum  NA^  »» 
uerpriTav  ausTpriTuv  re,  plenus  honorum,/*""? 

•  1 1  /^      j  •  j      frtant. 

etiam  illorum  quos  recusavit :   Candida- J 

tus  eternitatis  &  exempli,quodimitabitur 
nemo,  etsi  omnes  fateantur  imitandum. 

Vos 
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Vos  verb,  sanctse  reliquiae  &  quicquid 
restat  B  o  D  L  E  1 1,  eruditi  cineres,  quos 
hodie  postremum  videmus,  heu  postre- 
mum  videmus,  salutamus;  salvete  ster- 
num, asternumque  valete. 

FINIS. 
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in  F  rand  set  Bacon  i  Script  a  165-3 


Sir  Thomas  Bodley's  letter  to  Sir 
Francis  Bacon  about  his  "  Cogi- 
tata  et  uisa"  wherein  he  de- 
clareth  his  opynion  freelye 
touching  the  same. 

SIR,  as  soone  as  the  tearme  was 
ended  supposing  your  leasure  to 
be  more  then  before  I  was  com- 
ing to  thanke  you  2  or  3  tymes  rather 
choosing  to  doe  it  by  worde  then  by  let- 
ter :  but  I  was  still  disappointed  of  my 
purpose  as  I  am  at  this  present  vppon  an 
vrgent  occasion  which  doth  tye  mee  fast 
to  Fulham,  and  hath  made  mee  now  de- 
termine to  impartemy  mynde  in  writting. 
I  thinke  you  know  that  I  haue  read  your 
Cogitata  et  uisa,  which  I  protest  I  haue 
done  with  great  desire  reputing  it  a  token 
of  your  singuler  loue  that  you  ioyned  mee 
with  those  your  cheifest  ffrendes  to  whom 
you  would  comend  your  first  perusall 
L  2  of 
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of  your  draught :  ffor  which  I  praye  you 
giue  mee  leaue  to  saye  but  this  vnto  you  : 
ffirst  that  if  the  depth  of  my  affection  to 
your  person  and  spirritt,  to  your  workes 
and  wordes,  &  to  all  your  abillities 
were  as  highly  to  be  valued  as  your  affec- 
tion is  to  mee,  it  might  walke  with  yours 
arme  in  arme,  &  claime  your  loue  by 
just  deserte,  but  there  can  be  noe  com- 
parison, where  our  States  are  so  vneven, 
and  our  meanes  to  demonstrate  our  affec- 
tions soe  different,  in  soe  much  as  for 
my  owne  I  must  leaue  it  to  be  prised  in 
the  nature  that  it  is,  and  you  shall  euer- 
more  finde  it  most  adicted  to  your 
worthe.  As  touching  the  subiect  of  your 
booke,  you  haue  sett  affoote  soe  manye 
rare  and  noble  speculations  as  I  cannot 
choose  but  wonder  (and  I  shall  wonder 
at  it  euer)  that  your  expence  of  tyme  con- 
sidered in  the  publique  profession,  which 
hath  in  a  manner  noe  acquaintance  with 
anye  schollershippe  or  learning,  you 
should  haue  culled  out  the  quintessence, 
and  sucked  vpp  the  sap  of  the  cheifest 
kinde  of  learning  •  ffor  howeuer  in  some 

pointes 
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pointes,  you  doe  varie  alltogither  from 
that,  which  is,  and  hath  bene  euer  the 
receiued  doctrine  of  our  Schooles,  and 
was  allwayes  by  the  wisest  as  still  hath 
beene  deemed  of  all  Nations  and  Ages 
adiudged  the  truest,  yet  it  is  apparant 
that  in  those  verye  pointes,  and  in  all 
your  proposells  and  plotts  in  that  booke, 
you  shewe  your  selfe  a  Mr  Worke-man. 
For  my  selfe  I  must  confesse,  and  I 
speake  it  ingenue,  that  for  the  matter  of 
learning  I  am  not  worthye  to  be  reck- 
oned in  the  number  of  Smatterers :  and 
yet  because  it  maye  seeme,  that  being 
willing  to  comunicate  your  treatis  with 
your  ffrendes  you  are  likewise  willing  to 
listen  to  whatsoeuer  I  or  others  can  ex- 
cept against  it,  I  must  deliuer  vnto  you 
for  my  priuate  opynion,  that  I  am  one 
of  that  crew  that  saye  there  is  and  we 
possesse  a  farr  greater  holdfast  of  Cer- 
tainetie  in  your  Sciences,  then  you  by 
your  discourse  will  seeme  to  acknow- 
ledge. For  whereas  ffirst  you  doe  obiect 
the  ill  successe  and  errors  of  practitioners 
in  Phisicke,  you  know  as  well  they  doe 

proceed 
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proceed  of  the  Patients  vnrulynes,  ffor 
not  one  in  a  hundred  doth  obey  his 
Phisicion  in  obseruing  his  cauteles,  or  by 
misinformacion  of  their  owne  indisposi- 
cion  (for  few  are  able  in  that  kinde  to 
explicate  themselues)  or  by  reason  their 
diseases  are  by  nature  vncurable,  which 
is  incident  you  know  to  manye  sorts  of 
maladyes,  or  for  some  other  hidd  cause 
which  cannot  be  discouered  by  course  of 
coniecture,  howbeit  I  am  full  of  this  be- 
leefe,  that  as  Phisicke  is  ministred  nowa- 
dayes  by  Phisitians,  it  is  much  to  be  as- 
cribed to  their  negligence  or  ignorance 
or  other  touch  of  imperfection,  that 
they  speed  noe  better  in  theire  practise, 
ffor  few  are  found  of  that  profession  soe 
well  instructed  in  theire  Art  as  they 
might  be  by  the  precepts  which  your  Art 
doth  affoard,  which  thoughe  it  be  defec- 
tiue  in  regard  of  such  perfeccion,  yet  for 
certaine  it  doth  florish  with  admirable 
remedies,  such  as  tract  of  tyme  hath 
wrought  by  experimentall  euents,  and 
are  the  open  highe  waye  to  that  principall 
knowledge  that  you  recomend.  As  for 

Alchimy 
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Alchimy  &  Magicke  some  conclusions 
they  haue,  that  are  worthye  the  preseru- 
ing,  but  all  their  skill  is  soe  accom- 
panied with  subtilties  and  guiles  as  both 
the  Crafts  and  Crafte  masters  are  not 
only  dispised,  but  named  with  derision 
— Whereupon  to  make  good  your  prin- 
cipall  assercion,  me  thinke  you  should 
haue  drawne  the  most  of  your  example 
from  that  which  is  taught  in  the  Liberall 
Sciences,  not  by  picking  out  cases  that 
happen  very  seldome,  and  maye  by  all 
confession,  be  subiect  to  reproofe,  but  by 
controlling  the  Generalls  and  Grounds 
and  eminent  positions  &  aphorismes 
which  the  greatest  Artists  and  Philoso- 
phers haue  from  tyme  to  tyme  defended  j 
for  it  goeth  for  currant  amongst  all  men 
of  learninge,  that  those  kindes  of  Arts 
which  clarkes  in  tymes  past  did  terme 
quadrauials,  confirme  theire  expositions 
by  infallible  demonstrations.  And  like 
wise  in  the  tryuialls,  such  lessons  and 
direccions  are  deliuered  vnto  vs  as  will 
effect  verye  neere,  as  much  all  togither, 
as  euery  faculty  doth  promise.  Nowe 

in 
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in  case  we  should  concurr  to  doe  as  you 
aduise,  which  is  to  renounce  our  common 
notions,  and  cancell  all  our  Theomes, 
axiomes,  rules  and  Tenents,  and  soe  to 
come  babes  Ad  regnum  naturae,  as  we 
are  willed  by  Scriptures  to  come  Ad 
regnum  coelorum,  there  is  nothing  more 
certaine  in  my  vnderstanding,  then  that 
it  would  instantly e  bringe  vs  to  barbar- 
isme,  and  after  manye  thousand  yeeres, 
leaue  vs  more  vnprouided  of  Theoricall 
furniture  then  we  are  at  this  present, 
ffor  that  were  indeed  to  become  verye 
Babes,  or  Tabula  rasa  when  we  shall 
leaue  noe  impression  of  any  e  former  prin- 
ciples, but  be  driuen  to  begin  the  world 
againe,  and  to  trauell  by  tryalls  of 
Action  and  sence  (which  are  your 
prooffes  by  particulers)  what  to  place  in 
intellectum,  for  our  generall  concep- 
tions, it  being  a  maxim  of  all  mens 
approuing  in  intellectum  nihil  esse  quod 
non  prius  fuit  in  sensu.  And  so  in  appear- 
ance it  would  befall  vs,  that  till  Platoes 
yeere  be  come  about  our  insight  in 
learning  would  be  of  lesse  reckoning  then 

no  we 
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nowe  it  is  accounted ;  as  for  that  which 
you  inculcate  of  a  knowledge  more  ex- 
cellent then  nowe  is  among  vs,  which 
experience  might  produce,  yf  wee  would 
but  assaye  to  extract  it  out  of  nature 
by  particuler  approbacions,  it  is  noe 
more  vpon  the  matter,  but  to  incite 
vs  vnto  that  which  without  instigation, 
by  a  naturall  instinct  men  will  practise 
of  themselues,  for  it  cannot  in  reason  be 
otherwise  thought  but  that  there  are 
infinite  numbers  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
for  wee  maye  not  in  this  case  confine  our 
cogitacions  within  the  bounds  of  Europe, 
which  imbrace  the  course  which  you 
purpose,  with  all  the  deligence  and  care 
that  anye  Abillitye  can  performe :  for 
euery  man  is  borne  with  an  Appetite  of 
knowledge  wherewith  they  cannot  be  so 
glutted,  but  still,  as  in  dropsyes,  they 
thirst  after  more  :  but  yet  when  they 
should  harken  to  anye  such  perswa- 
sion,  as  wholly  to  abollish  those  setled 
opynions  &  generall  Theories  to  which 
they  attained  by  their  owne  and  their 
Ancestors  former  experience,  I  see  noth- 

inge 
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inge  yett  alleaged  to  induce  mee  to 
thinke  it.  Moreouer  I  maye  speake  it, 
as  I  should  suppose  with  good  probabil- 
litie,  that  if  we  should  make  a  mentall 
suruey  what  is  like  to  be  effected  all  the 
world  ouer,  those  fiue  or  six  inuentions 
which  you  haue  selected  and  ymagine  to 
be  but  of  moderate  standing  would  make 
but  a  slender  shewe  amongst  the  manye 
hundreds  of  all  kindes  of  natures  which 
are  daily  e  brought  to  light  by  the  enforce- 
ment of  witt,  or  Casuall  euent :  &  maye 
be  compared  or  partlye  preferred  aboue 
those  which  you  haue  named  :  but  were 
it  soe  here,  that  all  were  admitted,  that 
you  can  require  for  the  augmentacion  of 
our  knowledge,  &  that  all  our  theorme, 
and  generall  positions  were  vtterlie  ex- 
tinguished, with  a  new  substitucion  of 
others  in  their  places,  what  hope  maye 
we  haue  of  any  benefit  of  learning  by 
this  alteracion,  assuredlye  assoone  as 
the  newe  are  brought  ad  AK^V  by  the 
Inuentors  &  their  followers,  by  an  in- 
terchangable  course  of  naturall  thinges, 
they  will  fall  by  degrees  to  be  buried 

in 
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in  oblivion,  and  soe  in  continuance 
to  perish  outright,  and  that  perchance 
vpon  the  like  to  your  present  pre- 
tences, by  proposall  of  some  meanes  to 
aduance  all  our  knowledge  to  an  higher 
pitch  of  perfectnes,  ffor  still  the  same 
defects  that  antiquitye  found  will  re- 
side in  mankinde  :  And  therefore  other 
issues  of  their  actions,  deuices,  and  stu- 
dies are  not  to  be  expected  then  is  appa- 
rent by  recorde  were  in  former  tymes 
obserued.  I  remember  heere  a  note  with 
which  Paterculus  made  of  the  incom- 
parable witts  of  the  Grecians  and  Romans 
in  their  florishing  estate,  that  there 
might  be  this  reason  of  their  notable 
downefall  in  their  Issue  that  came  after, 
because  by  nature  quod  summo  studio 
petitum  est  ascendit  in  summum  difficilis- 
que  in  perfecto  mora  est,  in  so  much  that 
men  perceauing  that  they  could  not  goe 
further,  being  come  to  the  toppe,  they 
turned  backe  againe  of  their  owne  ac- 
cord, forsakinge  these  studdyes,  that  are 
most  in  request,  &  betaking  themselues 
to  newe  endeauours  as  if  the  thing  that 

they 
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they  sought  had  bene  by  preuention 
soreprised  by  others  :  So  it  fared  in  par- 
ticuler  with  the  eloquence  of  that  age, 
that  when  theire  successours  founde  that 
hardlye  they  could  equall,  by  noe  meanes 
excell  their  predecessors,  they  began  to 
neglect  the  study  thereof,  &  both  to 
write  &  speake,  for  many  100  yeares  in 
a  rusticall  manner,  till  this  latter  reuolu- 
cion  brought  the  wheele  about  againe, 
by  inflaming  gallant  spirits  to  giue  the 
onsett  afresh  with  streyning  &  striuing 
to  clime  vnto  the  top  &  hight  of  per- 
fection not  in  that  guifte  alone,  but  in 
euerye  other  skill,  in  anye  parte  of  learn- 
ing, ffor  I  do  not  hold  it  an  erronious 
conceipt  to  think  of  euery  science,  that 
as  now  they  are  professed,  ffor  they  haue 
beene  in  all  precedent  Ages  before, 
thoughe  not  alike  in  all  places,  nor  at  all 
tymes  alike,  in  one  and  the  same :  but 
according  to  the  changeings  &  turnings 
of  tymes,  with  a  more  exact  and  plaine, 
as  with  a  more  rude  and  obscure  kinde 
of  teaching: — and  if  the  question  should 
be  asked :  what  proofe  I  haue  of  it,  I 

haue 
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haue  the  doctrine  of  Aristotle,  and  of 
the  deepest  learned  Clarkes,  of  whom 
wee  haue  anye  meanes  to  take  anye 
notice,  that  as  there  is  of  other  thinges, 
Soe  there  is  of  sciences,  Ortus  est  interi- 
ms, which  is  allsoe  the  meaning,  if  I 
should  expound  it,  of  nihil  novum  sub 
sole,  and  is  as  well  to  be  applyed,  ad 
facta  as  ad  dicta,  vt  nihil  neque  dictum 
neque  factum,  quod  non  et  dictum  et 
factum  prius ;  I  haue  further  for  my 
warrant  that  famous  complaint  of  Salo- 
mon to  his  sonne  against  the  Infinite 
making  of  Bookes  in  his  tyme,  of  which, 
in  all  congruitie  it  must  needs  be  vnder- 
stood,  that  a  greate  parte  were  obserua- 
cions  and  Instructions  in  all  kind  of  litera- 
ture, and  of  those  there  is  not  nowe  soe 
much  as  one  pettye  pamphlett  (onlye 
some  parcells  of  the  Bible  excepted) 
remayning  to  posteritie.  As  then  there 
was  not  in  like  manner  anye  footing  to 
be  found  of  Millions  of  Authors  that 
were  long  before  Solomon :  And  yet  wee 
must  giue  credit  to  that  which  he  affirmed, 
that  whatsoeuer  was  then,  or  had  bene 

before, 
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before,  it  could  neuer  be  trulye  pro- 
nounced of  it,  Behold  this  is  new : 
where  vpon  I  must  for  finall  Conclution 
inferre,  Seeing  all  the  endeauors,  Stud- 
dye  and  knowledge  of  Mandkinde  in 
whatsoeuer  Art,  or  Science,  haue  euer 
bine  the  same  as  they  are  at  this  present, 
though  full  of  mutabillities,  accordinge 
to  the  changes  and  accidentall  occasions 
of  ages,  and  Countryes,  &  Clarkes  dis- 
position which  can  neuer  be  but  subiect 
to  intention  and  remission  both  in  their 
deuices  and  in  their  practises  of  their 
knowledge. — If  now  we  should  accord 
in  opinion  with  you,  ffirst  to  condemne 
our  present  knowledge  of  doubts  &  in- 
certitude (which  you  conferme  but  by 
auerment,  without  other  source  of  Argu- 
ment) And  then  to  disclaime  all  our 
Axiomes,  and  maximes,  and  general  I 
assertions  that  are  left  by  tradition  from 
our  Elders  to  vs,  which  (for  soe  it  is  to 
be  intended)  haue  passed  all  probations 
of  the  sharpest  witts  that  euer  were,  & 
lastlye  to  deuise  (being  become  nowe 
againe  as  it  were  Abecedarii)  by  the  fre- 
quent 
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quent  spelling  of  particulars,  to  come 
to  the  notice  of  the  newe  generalls,  & 
soe  afresh  to  create  new  principles  of 
Sciences,  the  end  of  all  would  be,  that 
when  wee  shall  bee  dispossessed  of  the 
learning  which  wee  haue,  all  our  Conse- 
quent trauell  will  but  helpe  as  in  a 
circle  to  conduct  vs  to  the  place  from 
whence  wee  sett  forward  and  bringe  vs 
to  that  happines  to  be  restored  in  Inte- 
grum,  which  will  require  as  manye  ages 
as  haue  marched  before  vs  to  be  per- 
fectly atchieued.  And  this  I  writt  with 
noe  dislike  of  increasing  our  knowledge 
with  new  found  deuices  (which  is  vn- 
doubtedly  a  practise  of  highe  Comenda- 
cion,  in  regard  of  the  benefitt  they  will 
yeeld  for  the  present),  that  the  world 
hath  euer  bene  &  will  assuredly  continue 
very  full  of  such  devisors  whose  in- 
dustery  that  way  hath  bine  verye  obsti- 
nate and  preeminent,  &  hath  produced 
strange  effects  aboue  the  reach  &  the 
hope  of  mens  common  Capacities  :  And 
yet  our  notions  and  Theormes  hath  all- 
wayes  kepte  in  grace  both  with  them  & 

with 
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with  the  rarest  that  euer  were  named 
among  the  learned ;  by  this  you  see  to 
what  boldness  I  am  brought  by  your 
kindnes,  that  if  I  seeme  to  be  too 
sawcye  in  this  contradiction,  it  is  the 
opynion  that  I  hold  of  your  noble  dis- 
posicion,  &  of  the  freedome  in  these 
cases  that  you  will  afford  your  speciall 
ffreind,  that  hath  enduced  me  to  doe  it. 
And  allthoughe  I  my  selfe,like  a  Caryors 
horse  cannot  bawke  the  beaten  way  in 
which  I  haue  bene  trayned,  yet  such  is 
my  Censure  of  your  Cogitata  that  I  must 
tell  you,  to  be  plaine,  you  haue  verye 
much  wronged  your  selfe,  and  the  world 
to  smother  such  a  treasure  soe  long  in 
your  Coffer,  for  though  I  stand  well 
assured  (for  the  tenour  and  subiect  of 
your  maine  discourse)  you  are  not  able 
to  empanell  a  substantiall  Jurye,  in  anye 
vniuersitie,  that  will  giue  you  a  Verdict 
to  acquit  you  of  errour,  yet  it  cannot 
be  gainesaid,  that  all  your  treatise  euer 
doth  abound  with  those  conceipts  of  the 
present  state  of  learning  and  with  soe 
worthy  Contemplations  of  the  meanes 

to 
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to  procure  it,  as  may  perswade  with  anye 
Student,  to  looke  more  narrowlye  to  his 
busines,  not  only  by  aspiringe  to  the 
greatest  perfection  of  that  which  is  now 
a  dayes  devulged  in  the  Sciences,  both  by 
diuing  yet  deeper,  as  it  were  into  the 
Bowels  and  Secretts  of  Nature,  and  by 
enforcing  of  the  powers  of  his  Judg- 
ment &  witt,  to  learne  of  St  Paule,  con- 
sectari  meliora  dona,  which  Course 
would  to  God  (to  whisper  soe  much  in 
your  eare)  you  had  followed  at  the  first 
when  you  fell  into  the  studye  of  such 
a  Studye,  ,as  was  not  worthy  such  a 
student. 

Neuerthelesse,  being  soe  as  it  is,  that 
you  are  therein  setled  &  your  country 
soundlye  serued,  I  cannot  but  wish  with 
all  my  harte,  as  I  doe  verye  often,  that 
you  maye  gaine  a  fitt  reward  to  the  full 
of  your  deserts,  which  I  hope  will  come 
with  heapes  of  happines — and  honour. 
From  Fulham  19:  Feb:  1607. 

Yours  to  be  vsed  £  comaunded. 

T.  B. 
p.  2654  M  Postscript 
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Postscript. 

Sir,  onekinde  of  Boldnes  doth  drawe 
on  another,  in  soe  much,  as  me  thinkes 
I  should  offend,  not  to  signifie  that 
before  the  transcripte  of  your  booke  be 
fitted  for  the  presse,  it  will  be  requisite 
for  you  to  cast  a  Censorius  eye  vpon  your 
stile,  &  eloquution  which  in  the  ffram- 
inge  of  some  periods,  and  in  diuers 
wordes  and  phrases  will  hardlye  goe  for 
currant,  if  the  coppye  brought  to  mee  be 
iust  the  same  that  you  would  publish. 

Sir,  Cloudes  of  miseryes  darkens  soe 
much  such  as  are  not  in  the  Sunshine  of 
Prosper itie,  as  they  preuayle  with  many 
good  natures,  furnished  with  comend- 
able  Judgment,  to  giue  wrong  Censures 
of  them  :  I  am  one  of  those  that  cannot 
iustifie  my  selfe  soe  farre  as  not  to  be 
lyable  to  reproofe,  yet  I  am  of  that 
ranke  that  cannot  stoope  to  the  stroake 
of  euery  malitious  tongue.  But  in  you 
I  haue  found  such  abundance  of  flavours, 
who  neuer  knewe  mee  but  in  my  tyde  of 
ebb,  that  I  must  needs  leaue  this  with 

you 
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you,  as  a  Record  to  wittnes  my  shame 
and  reproach,  if  I  be  ingratfull  for  it. 
Soe  sure  as  either  abillitie  of  Bodye  or 
goods  of  ffortune  may  extend  to  per- 
forme,  And  herevnto  hee  setts  his  hand, 
that  resolves  to  live  and  dye, 

Your  ffaithful  freinde  to 
serue  you 

THOMAS  BODLEY. 
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In  Merton  College  Chapel  at  Oxford 
March  29  1913  being  the 

THREE  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY 
of  the  Burial  of 

Sir  Thomas  "Bodley 


OXFORD 

AT  THE  CLARENDON   PRESS 
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Founder  of  the  Bodleian  Library. 

Born  March  2,, 
"Died  January  2,8, 


Buried  in  Merton  College  Chapel  'at  the 
upper  end  of  the  Choir,  under  the  north  wall  ', 
March  2,p,  1613,  'with  all  the  state  of  a 
public  funeral  '. 


FORM   OF 
COMMEMORATION   SERVICE 

1T  All  standing,  the  Tries t  shall  say  this 
Antiphon. 

I  am  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life,  saith 
the  Lord :  he  that  belie  veth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live:  and  whosoever 
liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die. 

PSALM  xxvii.     Dominus  illum'matio  mea. 

THE  Lord  is  my  light,  and  my  salvation  ; 
whom  then  shall  I  fear  :  the  Lord  is  the 
strength  of  my  life ;  of  whom  then  shall  I  be 
afraid  ? 

One  thing  have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  which 
I  will  require :  even  that  I  may  dwell  in  the 
house  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to 
behold  the  fair  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  visit 
his  temple. 

For  in  the  time  of  trouble  he  shall  hide  me 
in  his  tabernacle :  yea,  in  the  secret  place  of 
his  dwelling  shall  he  hide  me,  and  set  me  up 
upon  a  rock  of  stone. 

Therefore  will  I  offer  in  his  dwelling  an 
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oblation  with  great  gladness :  I  will  sing,  and 
speak  praises  unto  the  Lord. 

Hearken  unto  my  voice,  O  Lord,  when  I  cry 
unto  thee  :  have  mercy  upon  me,  and  hear  me. 

My  heart  hath  talked  of  thee,  Seek  ye  my 
face  :  Thy  face,  Lord,  will  I  seek. 

0  hide  not  thou  thy  face  from  me  :  nor  cast 
thy  servant  away  in  displeasure. 

Thou  hast  been  my  succour  :  leave  me  not, 
neither  forsake  me,  O  God  of  my  salvation. 

When  my  father  and  my  mother  forsake 
me  :  the  Lord  taketh  me  up. 

Teach  me  thy  way,  O  Lord  :  and  lead  me 
in  the  right  way,  because  of  mine  enemies. 

1  should  utterly  have  fainted  :  but  that  I 
believe  verily  to  see  the  goodness  of  the  Lord 
in  the  land  of  the  living. 

O  tarry  thou  the  Lord's  leisure :  be  strong, 
and  he  shall  comfort  thine  heart ;  and  put  thou 
thy  trust  in  the  Lord. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son  :  and 
to  the  Holy  Ghost; 

As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever 
shall  be  :  world  without  end.  Amen. 

PSALM  cxii.     Beatus  vir. 

BLESSED  is  the  man  that  feareth  the  Lord : 
he  hath  great  delight  in  his  commandments. 
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His  seed  shall  be  mighty  upon  earth  :  the 
generation  of  the  faithful  shall  be  blessed. 

Riches  and  plenteousness  shall  be  in  his 
house  :  and  his  righteousness  endureth  for  ever. 

Unto  the  godly  there  ariseth  up  light  in  the 
darkness  :  he  is  merciful,  loving,  and  righteous. 

A  good  man  is  merciful,  and  lendeth  :  and 
will  guide  his  words  with  discretion. 

For  he  shall  never  be  moved  :  and  the  right- 
eous shall  be  had  in  everlasting  remembrance. 

He  will  not  be  afraid  of  any  evil  tidings  : 
for  his  heart  standeth  fast,  and  believeth  in  the 
Lord. 

His  heart  is  established,  and  will  not  shrink  : 
until  he  see  his  desire  upon  his  enemies. 

He  hath  dispersed  abroad,  and  given  to  the 
poor  :  and  his  righteousness  remaineth  for 
ever  ;  his  horn  shall  be  exalted  with  honour. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son  :  and 
to  the  Holy  Ghost  ; 

As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever 
shall  be  :  world  without  end.  Amen. 

PSALM  cxlvi.     JLattda,  anima  mea. 

PRAISE  the  Lord,  O  my  soul  ;  while  I  live 
will  I  praise  the  Lord  :  yea,  as  long  as  I  have 
any  being,  I  will  sing  praises  unto  my  God. 

O  put  not  your  trust  in  princes,  nor  in  any 
child  of  man  :  for  there  is  no  help  in  them. 
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For  when  the  breath  of  man  goeth  forth  he 
shall  turn  again  to  his  earth  :  and  then  all  his 
thoughts  perish. 

Blessed  is  he  that  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for 
his  help  :  and  whose  hope  is  in  the  Lord  his 
God; 

Who  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and 
all  that  therein  is  :  who  keepeth  his  promise 
for  ever  ; 

Who  helpeth  them  to  right  that  suffer 
wrong  :  who  feedeth  the  hungry. 

The  Lord  looseth  men  out  of  prison  :  the 
Lord  giveth  sight  to  the  blind. 

The  Lord  helpeth  them  that  are  fallen  : 
the  Lord  careth  for  the  righteous. 

The  Lord  careth  for  the  strangers  ;  he  de- 
fendeth  the  fatherless  and  widow  :  as  for  the 
way  of  the  ungodly,  he  turneth  it  upside  down. 

The  Lord  thy  God,  O  Sion,  shall  be  King 
for  evermore  :  and  throughout  all  generations. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son  :  and 
to  the  Holy  Ghost  ; 

As  it  was  in  the  beginning,  is  now,  and  ever 
shall  be  :  world  without  end.  Amen. 

1T  After  the  Tsalms,  all  standing  the  Priest 
shall  repeat  the  Antiphon. 

I  am  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life,  saith 
the  Lord  :  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he 
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were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live  :  and  whosoever 
liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die. 

IT  Then  shall  follow  the  Lesson. 

ECCLESIASTICUS  xllv.   I-IJ". 

IT  After  the  Lesson,  all  kneeling,  the  'Priest 
shall  say, 

Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Christ,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us. 

IT  Then  the  Priest  and  people  shall  say  the 
Lord's  Tracer. 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven, 
Hallowed  be  thy  Name.  Thy  kingdom 
come.  Thy  will  be  done,  in  earth  as  it 
is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread.  Ancl  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  As 
we  forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us. 
And  lead  us  not  into  temptation  $  But 
deliver  us  from  evil.  Amen. 

Versicle.  Enter  not  into  judgement 
with  thy  servant,  O  Lord. 

Response.  For  in  thy  sight  shall  no 
man  living  be  justified. 
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$.  I  trust  to  see  the  goodness  of  the 
Lord. 

BL.     In  the  land  of  the  living. 

$ '.  Lord,  grant  thy  people  eternal 
rest. 

R.  And  let  thine  everlasting  light 
shine  upon  them. 

O  GOD,  who  by  the  mouth  of  thine 
Apostle  Saint  Paul  hast  taught  us  not  to 
sorrow,  as  men  without  hope,  for  them 
that  sleep  in  Christ,  grant,  we  beseech 
thee,  that  in  the  coming  of  thy  Son  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  both  we  and  all  thy 
faithful  people  departed  may  be  brought 
unto  joy  everlasting;  through  the  same 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  liveth  and 
reigneth  with  thee  in  the  unity  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  world  without 
end.  Amen. 


Then  shall  follow  the  funeral  Oration  by 
John  Hales  ^originally  delivered  in  this  Chapel 
on  March  29,  /rf"/5,  and  now  rendered  into 
English. 
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Hymn. 

O  GOD,  our  help  in  ages  past, 

Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 
Our  shelter  from  the  stormy  blast, 

And  our  eternal  home ; 

Beneath  the  shadow  of  Thy  throne 
Thy  Saints  have  dwelt  secure ; 

Sufficient  is  Thine  arm  alone, 
And  our  defence  is  sure. 

Before  the  hills  in  order  stood, 
Or  earth  received  her  frame, 

From  everlasting  Thou  art  GOD, 
To  endless  years  the  Same. 

A  thousand  ages  in  Thy  sight 

Are  like  an  evening  gone, 
Short  as  the  watch  that  ends  the  night 

Before  the  rising  sun. 

Time,  like  an  ever-rolling  stream, 

Bears  all  its  sons  away ; 
They  fly  forgotten,  as  a  dream 

Dies  at  the  opening  day. 

O  GOD,  our  help  in  ages  past, 

Our  hope  for  years  to  come, 
Be  Thou  our  guard  while  troubles  last, 

And  our  eternal  home. 
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1T  Then,  all  kneeling,  the  Priest  shall  jvy, 

Versicle.  The  righteous  shall  be  had 
in  everlasting  remembrance. 

Response.  The  generation  of  the  faith- 
ful shall  be  blessed. 

$.  The  souls  of  the  righteous  are  in 
the  hand  of  God. 

EC.  And  there  shall  no  torment  touch 
them. 

O  ETERNAL  GOD,  the  Resurrection 
and  the  Life  of  all  them  that  believe  in 
thee,  trust  in  thee,  and  serve  thee ;  Thou 
that  art  always  to  be  praised,  as  well  for 
the  dead  as  those  that  are  alive,  we  give 
thee  most  hearty  thanks  for  our  Foun- 
ders and  Benefactors,  by  whose  bounty 
and  charity  we  are  brought  up  to  reli- 
gion, and  the  studies  of  good  learn- 
ing ;  and  particularly  for  %jr  Cf)0ina0 
TBofllep,  knight,  Founder  of  the  public 
Library  of  the  University  and  late 
Fellow  of  this  House,  whose  body  rests 
within  these  hallowed  walls;  Beseech- 
ing thee  that  we  may  so  well  use  these 
thy  blessings  to  the  praise  and  honour  of 
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thy  holy  Name,  that  at  last  we  with 
them  may  be  brought  to  the  immortal 
glory  of  the  Resurrection,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

Benediction.  The  LORD  bless  us  and 
keep  us  :  the  Lord  make  his  face  to 
shine  upon  us  and  be  gracious  unto  us  : 
the  Lord  lift  up  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance, and  give  us  peace,  now  and  for 
evermore.  Amen. 


At  the  close  of  the  Service  all  present 
stand  while  the  T>ead  March  is  played  on 
the  Organ:  the  officiating  Clergy  will  then 
leave  the  Choir  and  proceed  into  the  Ante- 
Chapel^  followed  by  the  Members  of  Merton 
College,  and  by  the  Curators,  Officers,  Assis- 
tants, and  other  members  of  the  Staff  of  the 
Bodleian  Library,  in  their  order. 
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